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Did Christian school valedictorian kill mentally ill mother? - August 29, 2013

Jeffrey Pyne's family in happier days - Pyne Family

Jeffrey Pyne, age 22, is a former student of mine and a well-regarded young man from our hometown of
Highland, Michigan. It shocked everyone in town last year when Jeff was accused of brutally murdering
his mother, Ruth Pyne.
Hundreds of Jeff Pyne’s friends and family believe in his innocence. These supporters include his father,
sister, friends, grandparents, and aunts and uncles on both his mother’s father’s sides of the family.
In fact, recently I joined these hundreds of people at a bowling fundraiser for Jeffrey to help with his
legal costs. The feeling among those who know him is unanimous: Jeff Pyne does not deserve to be in
jail.
Yet he has been in jail for almost a year while prosecutors desperately search for real evidence.
Jeff Pyne’s trial begins on September 10th. It is expected to last 2-5 weeks, and will be covered by local
and national media, including Dateline NBC.
Jeffrey Pyne’s trial will be complex
The story and facts behind this situation are complicated. Both sides have admitted that all evidence is
circumstantial.
Despite intense questioning, Jeffrey Pyne continues to deny that he killed his mother. He even passed a
lie detector test.
The prosecution has planted the seed that Jeff is guilty because he was angry that his mother was
mentally ill. In the past, she was arrested and put in jail for trying to choke Jeff.
However, according to family members, Jeff was always trying to help his mother, and never became
angry with her. Also, is it fair to assume that he is guilty because his mother was ill?
Will Jeffrey Pyne receive a fair trial?
Information about Jeffrey Pyne’s case has been sheltered from the press and the public, due to the fact
that he is the first person in Oakland County to be tried under a new citizen grand jury set up by
Prosecutor Jessica Cooper's office.
Personally, I believe that the citizen grand jury process causes people like Jeffrey to lose many of their
basic rights.
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My daughter agrees, and is writing her pre-Law thesis about this topic after reading a Detroit Free Press
article called “Grand juries: A vital tool or in need of reform?” (That’s another tie-in to education!)
Why am I interested in covering Jeffrey Pyne's trial?
First of all, I was Jeffrey’s high school journalism teacher as well as his senior advisor.
He is a wonderful kid, and was a mentor to my son at the small Christian school they attended together.
He was a valedictorian and peacemaker, and friend to all. He couldn’t lie about his homework without
turning bright red. He was studying pre-med to help find a cure for his mother’s illness.
Therefore, I want justice for Jeffrey. I hope to cover the trial on a daily basis, and have asked that
Examiner set up a separate column for this and similar trials.
If Examiner doesn't agree to let me post these stories, I will post them on my own website.
In the meantime, I wanted to get the story started, so decided that it’s related to my education column.
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Murder trial for Christian school valedictorian begins this week - November 11, 2012
Jeffrey Pyne, age 22, goes on trial Tuesday, charged with first-degree murder of his mentally ill mother
Ruth Pyne.
The trial is expected to last 2-5 weeks, and I hope to write about it daily so that Jeff’s many supporters
can keep up with his trial.
Jeffrey, a former student of mine and valedictorian of his class, is a well-regarded young man from
Highland, Michigan. It shocked everyone in town when Jeff was arrested for this crime.
Since his arrest, Jeff has been in Oakland County Jail for 13 months, with many delays in this trial.
In addition to the unconstitutional amount of time Jeff has spent in jail, information about his case has
been sheltered from the press and the public. This is mainly because he is the first person in Oakland
County to be tried under a new citizen grand jury set up by Jessica Cooper's office.
This citizen grand jury process caused Jeffrey to lose many of his basic rights.
Both sides have admitted that all evidence is circumstantial. Jeff’s attorney, James Champion of Grand
Rapids, has said that he will argue that there is no evidence linking his client to the killing.
Despite intense questioning, Jeff continues to deny that he killed his mother. He even passed a lie
detector test.
Community supports Jeff Pyne
Hundreds of Jeff Pyne’s friends and family believe in his innocence. These supporters include his father,
sister, friends, grandparents, and aunts and uncles on both his mother’s father’s sides of the family. In
fact, hundreds of people showed up at a bowling fundraiser for Jeffrey to help with his legal costs.
I will attend and write about the trial because I want to see justice for Jeffrey. Everyone who knows him
wants to see him released. He is a friendly, caring and intelligent young man with a great future ahead
of him. It would be totally out of character for him to hurt anyone.
He spoke frequently of his concern for his mother, and his career plans included learning about
medicine so that he could find a cure for his mother's illness.
The prosecution has planted the seed that Jeff is guilty because he was angry that his mother was
mentally ill. In the past, she was arrested and put in jail for trying to choke Jeff.
However, according to family members, Jeff was always trying to help his mother, and never became
angry with her. Also, is it fair to assume that he is guilty because his mother was ill?
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Can impartial jurors be found for U of M student’s murder trial? - November 13,
2012
Can the judge find 12 impartial people to be jurors for Jeffrey Pyne’s murder trial?
It didn’t seem like they made much progress today in choosing a jury to determine whether Jeffrey Pyne
killed his mother Ruth Pyne in May 2011.
Why did it take so long?
“The wheels of justice grind slowly but exceedingly fine” is what we seem to be dealing with here.
However, it didn’t help that Judge Leo Bowman started an hour late, on what was already only a half
day. Tomorrow is also a half day, so they may not even finish picking a jury until Thursday.
In addition, it took long because the judge is extremely thorough. This gives the impression that he is
very fair. If I was the defendant, I would feel good about that.
However, it also seems that some of the judge’s methods are repetitive. At several points, he had to talk
to each person one-on-one while dozens of other jurors waited in the hallway.
Last but not least, it is taking long to pick a jury because none of the potential jurors seem to want to be
on the jury. Do you blame them? This case will be very emotional and difficult.
Most of them tried to get off by claiming medical issues or work issues.
Others claimed that they didn’t want to be responsible for the outcome. “Do you think anyone does?”
retorted Judge Bowman, who didn’t accept very many excuses.
Some of the jury’s comments were very interesting
One lady smiled at Jeff and said “When I read it in the news I thought he did it, but now that I see him I
don’t think so anymore. So yes, I can be unbiased.”
“I already know he’s guilty because they arrested him,” stated one man, after using several other
excuses that the judge didn’t buy.
“I am pregnant and my feelings as a mother-to-be would interfere in my ability to be fair,” claimed one
young lady.
Mood in courtroom
Not only were the potential jurors stressed, the overall mood in the courtroom today was depressing
and somber as usual.
Jeff’s father Bernie has been at every court proceeding supporting his son. Jeff’s sweet grandmother
almost always accompanies Bernie and tries to keep a smile on her face. Bernie’s two sisters and one of
Ruth’s sisters have also been at most of the court sessions.
Today there were also media people in the courtroom. Four people from “In Session TV,” which used to
be “Court TV,” have set up a camera that they are sharing with other news media. There was also a
producer from the “48 Hours” show.
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Newspaper reporters included Aileen Wingblad from the Milford Times, and Lori Brasier from the Free
Press, who actually has an office in the courthouse.
Good Morning America is also covering the trial, and had a story on their show today.
There were enough of us that the court employees kept making us leave the courtroom when the jurors
went in, as there wasn’t enough space. However, once the jury is selected, the courtroom should easily
accommodate everyone.
How does Jeff Pyne look?
It was good to see Jeff dressed up rather than in his jail clothes. He is very clean shaven and looks both
sharp and serious, just like he has always looked.
Jeff has been strong during the 13 months that he has been in jail. The conversations he has with
people, and the letters I’ve received from him, show a man who acts confident and strong for the sake
of his family and friends.
My son, who is Jeff’s high school buddy, visited Jeff last week. “He's doing as well as could be expected,”
Steven reported. “He's really exhausted from the whole thing, and ready for it to be over. But he's
staying confident (much better than I probably would...) and keeping his head up. I'm incredibly proud
of him!”
It must take a lot for Jeff to keep optimistic.
At the end of the day, when the jurors were finally gone, the sheriff barked at us to “SIT DOWN!” (Wait a
minute, you just told us to stand! Boy, does power go to some people’s heads!)
After we sat down, the sheriff motioned to Jeff, who shook his lawyer’s hand and then obediently put
his hands behind his back.
The sheriff chained Jeff's hands and led him away. Jeffrey glanced back to nod a goodbye to his family.
As they led him back to jail with the chains clinking, there was not a dry eye in the spectator section of
the courtroom.
I have a feeling that there will be many more tears in the coming days.
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Day 2 UM student’s murder trial stresses potential jurors - November 14, 2012
It was another short and interesting day at Jeffrey Pyne’s murder trial in Michigan.
Judge Bowman and the attorneys are still working on jury selection for the 22-year old Pyne, on trial for
murdering his mentally ill mother Ruth Pyne.
Court was in session for only 2 ½ hours. Tomorrow is a full day, and the judge stated that he expected to
have the jury seated by tomorrow afternoon or Friday.
A few of the jurors were excused today during the questioning process.
However, at the end, Judge Bowman announced that he received many requests from additional
potential jurors asking to be excused.
The judge only granted three of the requests, including people who were suffering from stress related
blood sugar and migraine issues.
Court is violating freedom of information laws
I was still able to see most of the day’s proceedings, but it shouldn’t be as difficult as it was. Once again,
I had to argue with the young ladies in charge of the jurors.
By law, these proceedings are to be open to the public. Yet they shuffled media, family and friends in
and out when they don’t have enough room for their 50 person jury pools.
Nancy Grace questions prosecutor's case
On the plus side, there was a one-hour special on the Nancy Grace show tonight and the HLN channel.
Grace and most of her experts agreed that there didn’t appear to be enough evidence to convict Jeffrey.
Grace wisely noticed that the cuts on Jeffrey’s hands are signs of a hard-working gardener and
handyman. She also talked a lot about cell phone experts and pings as part of the evidence.
At the end of the show, Grace mentioned how likeable Jeff was and how the community had supported
him.
“If I had to defend somebody, it would be Jeffrey Pyne,” she said.
Here is a short clip from the hour- long Nancy Grace show.
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Jury finally selected for U of M student’s murder trial - November 15, 2012
“Ladies and gentlemen, we finally have a jury,” stated Judge Leo Bowman after three days of strenuous
proceedings to select jurors for Jeffrey Pyne’s murder trial.
Pyne, age 22 and from Highland, Michigan, is accused of murdering his mentally ill mother Ruth Pyne
last year.
His family, friends, and the community have supported him and believe in his innocence.
Jury is mostly women
The jury, which currently has fifteen people on it to allow for three substitutes, is composed of eleven
women and four men.
There is one man who came from India, as well as a lady from Montreal who just recently became a
citizen.
The jury members who were selected all indicated a willingness to serve, and an ability to be fair.
Many other jurors had submitted reasons why they did not want to serve on the trial. Some cried in
front of the judge due to the possible stress of being on the jury.
Both the judge and the attorneys grilled every person who ended up in the jury box. Each of these
potential jurors had to tell the entire room of people about any criminal history, mental illness in the
family, political beliefs, and other confidential matters.
Many jurors were released when the judge or lawyers decided they may be biased.
For example, one man stated that he used to be on a citizens’ grand jury. Since Jeff was indicted by a
new citizens' grand jury in Oakland County, this man was released after he laughed about “indicting 171
people out of 171 cases.”
I guess this shows that the lawyer who famously stated that “a grand jury could indict a ham sandwich”
was correct in his assessment.
Trial is dragging
We were all surprised when Judge Bowman announced that today would be another half day, so court
was over by just after noon.
This means that the actual trial will start tomorrow at 8:30 with opening arguments. These arguments
will outline the strategy and evidence that each side will use in the case.
The judge said he would have a schedule for jurors tomorrow. He told them to plan on taking 3-4 weeks
off work. Next week will also be a short week due to Thanksgiving.
Trial is open to public
The trial is open to the public, so anyone is welcome to come and give support to Jeff and his family.
Now that the jury has been selected, there is plenty of space in the courtroom for the press and the
public.
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Some of those who support Jeff may not be able to watch the trial, as there is a possibility that those
who are witnesses will be sequestered.
Others who want to stop in to watch should go to the main courthouse at 1200 N Telegraph in Pontiac,
and head to Judge Bowman’s court on the 4th floor.
Jeff definitely notices and appreciates support that he has in the courtroom. I love watching his face
light up when he sees his grandma and aunts, and today they exchanged winks.
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Opening arguments in murder trial for Christian school valedictorian - November 16,
2012
Today was Day 4 of the Jeffrey Pyne murder trial in Oakland County Circuit Court in Pontiac, Michigan.
Pyne, 22, is accused of murdering his mentally ill mother, who has been violent towards him in the past.
Jeff maintains his innocence, and his family, friends, and neighbors have rallied to support him.
This morning, each attorney presented their opening arguments in the trial, which is expected to last 3-4
weeks.
Witness kicked out
Judge Leo Bowman started today by telling any witnesses in the case that they have to be sequestered.
At this point, Jeff’s father, Bernie Pyne, got up and walked out of court. He is a key witness, since he and
his 12-year old daughter were the ones who found Ruth Pyne's body.
Prosecutor’s Opening Statement
The prosecutor, John Skrzynski, began his opening statement by explaining the elements of first-degree
murder, which are:
1)
2)
3)
4)

Jeffrey Pyne caused the death of Ruth Pyne;
Jeffrey Pyne had the intent to kill;
intent to kill has to be pre-meditated;
this intent has to have been deliberate.

The prosecutor has to prove all of these elements beyond a reasonable doubt. He claimed that the
evidence will prove that Jeff took a two-by-four and hit his mother over and over on the back of her
head.
Skrzynski then claimed that the defendant hit his mother so hard that he developed blisters on his
hands. He supposedly then turned her over and stabbed her 16 times in the neck.
“This was an angry, angry killing and the result of years and years of living with a difficult bi-polar
person,” he stated.
“This case is like a mosaic, or a puzzle. Once you have heard all of the evidence, you will see that it forms
a picture of Jeffrey Pyne committing first-degree murder.”
Jeffrey’s attorney presents his opening argument
James Champion, Jeffrey’s attorney, then presented his opening argument.
He first reminded the jury that the prosecutor has the burden of proof. Jeff’s lawyer then stated that he
will not be arguing self-defense, insanity, or any other excusable homicide. He is certain that the
prosecutor does not have sufficient evidence to prove that Jeff killed his mother.
Champion told the jury that when the case is over, they will have more questions than answers.
“It is not your job to find the killer, as no one knows who killed Ruth Pyne,” he said.
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“The question is not ‘could he have done this crime?’ The question is ‘DID HE commit this crime beyond
a reasonable doubt?’”
Champion then explained that the prosecutor’s evidence is entirely circumstantial. Direct evidence
should be weighed far more than circumstantial evidence, he stated.
Champion said that the evidence will show that the police rushed to judgment.
“My greatest concern is that the facts of this murder will make you angry, but don’t direct your anger
towards the defendant,” he concluded.
To see what happened next, please see " Witnesses from Spicer’s begin testimony in trial of U of M
student - November 16, 2012."
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Witnesses from Spicer’s begin testimony in trial of U of M student - November 16,
2012
After opening arguments this morning in the Jeffrey Pyne murder trial, three witnesses testified.
Pyne, 22, is accused of murdering his mentally ill mother Ruth Pyne, who had been violent towards him
in the past. Jeff maintains his innocence, and his family, friends, and neighbors have rallied to support
him.
First witness: Nicholas Bretti
The first witness, Nicholas Bretti, worked with Jeff Pyne at Spicer’s Farm and Apple Orchard from 2009
until 2011. He said that he was good friends with Jeff.
The prosecutor showed the witness a picture of wooden pallets stacked behind Spicer’s. He also showed
him a picture of wounds that were on Jeff’s hands, and asked if he ever hurt his hands in this way from
using pallets.
The witness said that he had never injured himself in that way, and that he did not think it was possible
to do so.
Nicholas Bretti said that Jeff had told him that he loved his girlfriend Holly Freeman and wanted to
marry her someday. However, in March 2011, Jeff and his girlfriend broke up because Jeff lied to her
when he went up north to see an old girlfriend.
Nicholas and Jeff went out 3-4 times per week to drink at O’Malley’s Bar. They had talks about life, and
Jeff often talked about how upset he was over losing Holly. At the bar, Jeff would also tell Nicholas
about his mother being bipolar. He said that his mother had hurt him in the past, and was violent when
she was off her meds.
Jeff also confided to his friend that his mother had tried to kill his little sister Julia. Nicholas became
emotional and his voice cracked when he stated that Jeff often expressed concern about his sister, as he
didn’t want her to be killed by his mother.
Jeff also talked to Nicholas about his parents getting divorced if things didn’t improve with his mother.
On May 27, Nicholas went into work at 2:30 or 3:00. He saw Jeff about 10 minutes after he clocked into
work. He said that Jeff looked a little distraught, and that Jeff told his friend that he was going to clean
the bathrooms.
Later, Heather Spicer told Nicholas that Jeff had left because something has happened to his mother.
Jeff later talked to this witness and told him about his mother being murdered. He told Nicholas that it
might possibly be the lawn crew, or a hired handyman, who had killed his mother. He also told Nicholas
that nothing was taken from the house.
Jeff told Nicholas that his girlfriend Holly was very upset about the murder because Holly liked Ruth
Pyne.
After Ruth Pyne’s funeral, Nicholas invited Jeff out for some drinks, and Jeff declined as he said that he
was remaining sober for his family.
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Witness William Cartwright
The next witness, William Cartwright, is a farmer at Spicer’s Orchard. He has known Jeff for 6-7 years.
He stated that Jeff had been an excellent employee since he was a young teen, and that as he grew
older, the business relied on him. This witness also stated that he and Jeff had a great relationship.
On May 27, Cartwright said that Jeff Pyne and Nicholas Bretti were both scheduled to work with him at
Spicer’s at 3:00. On that day, this witness arrived at the market around 3:15 to see Jeff bandaging
injuries on his hands.
At this point, the prosecutor put pictures of the injuries on the screen. The injuries looked like blisters.
The farmer then said that Jeff told him that his hands were injured when he was throwing pallets. It
seemed odd to the witness, because the injuries didn’t look like injuries from a pallet. However, he
didn’t think much of it as “we are all getting beat up all the time on the job.” He did think that the
injuries looked more like someone went to the batting cage without a glove.
The witness stated that on May 27, Jeff was more quiet than usual. When Jeff was quiet, it was often
because his mother had upset him. For example, one time Jeff came to work extremely upset on a day
when Ruth had an episode. Jeff told the witness that life was rough around the house when Ruth Pyne
didn’t take her meds.
Jeff also told William that Bernie Pyne wanted to divorce his mom in order to protect their daughter,
Julia.
In March, Jeff’s girlfriend Holly called William at 2:30 am to find out if Jeff was with him. Jeff had told
Holly that he and William were going up north together. After that incident, Jeff came to William and
apologized for the incident.
Witness Cheryl Everhart
This witness is an office assistant for the Oakland County Sheriff’s office.
She keeps the 911 records and retrieved a cd from the May 27th Pyne murder. She confirmed and
identified the cd of that call.
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Neighbors, deputies and others testify at U of M student’s murder trial - November
16, 2012
There was a full afternoon of witnesses testifying in the Jeffrey Pyne murder trial today in Oakland
County Circuit Court in Pontiac, Michigan.
Pyne, 22, is accused of murdering his mentally ill mother Ruth Pyne, who had been violent towards him
in the past. Jeff maintains his innocence, and his family, friends, and neighbors have rallied to support
him.
Witness: 911 operator
The first witness of the afternoon was a 911 operator. She testified that the call regarding Ruth Pyne’s
death came in at 2:36 pm on May 27, 2010. The first officer arrived at Pynes at 2:45 pm, and at 8:56 pm,
the last officer left.
They played the 911 tape for the jury. At the beginning of the tape, Bernie Pyne was talking. However,
he was so upset and stressed that he handed the phone to his neighbor to complete the 911 call.
Witness Dave Gilbert, neighbor
Dave Gilbert lives next door to the Pynes. At about 2:30 on May 27, 2011, he heard screaming outside
and ran out to see Bernie and Julia yelling for help.
He came over to help and peeked in the garage. He saw Ruth Pyne’s bloody hand under the door. She
was lying in the corner in a pool of blood. Gilbert then helped Bernie call 911.
Gilbert testified that he knew that Ruth was bipolar, and knew about her frequent refusal to take her
medicine. He also stated that he can not see Pyne’s driveway from his house due to the distance and the
trees.
When Mr. Champion cross-examined Mr. Gilbert, he told the court how his wife saw someone with a
hooded sweatshirt cutting through the yards one late afternoon a week before the murder. She called
police to report this, as she thought it might be connected.
The sheriffs sent letters to the neighbors very shortly after the murder assuring them they were safe,
since they had already determined that "it was a family situation."
Despite this letter from the sheriff, Mr. Gilbert continues to be concerned about a killer in the
neighborhood. He has even put in new floodlights.
Witness Michael Saile, Oakland County Deputy
The next witness, Michael Saile, is an Oakland County Deputy stationed in Highland Township.
He was the first to arrive at the Pynes on May 26 in response to the 911 call. When he arrived at 2:45
pm, he was greeted by Bernie, Julia, and two neighbors.
Saile saw Ruth’s bloody hand, and had to squeeze through the door to see the body. The pool of blood
was bright red when he arrived. He saw that a large piece of her skull was missing. She was not wearing
shoes.
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At this point, the prosecutor showed a graphic picture of Ruth Pyne lying on a board in the garage
surrounded by blood.
Saile noticed that the door on the garage was closed but not locked. He walked through the house twice
to be sure there were no other victims or killers. He also noticed that the front door was deadbolted.
Saile told the jury that deputies were “dumpster diving” in the entire area for several days, and also
looked in ditches, fields and other areas for evidence.
Champion was aggressive when cross-examining this witness. It seemed as if the police mishandled this
part of the investigation, since the deputy had incomplete records of the officials who came and left the
crime scene.
He also established that several people touched various doors and walked through the house without
“footies” or gloves before the CSI people showed up.
Amy McIntosh, paramedic
Amy McIntosh has been employed at Star EMS as a paramedic. She went to Pynes on May 27, 2011 and
observed Ruth Pyne deceased inside the garage door.
The deceased had a head wound and was lying in a pool of blood. She was not breathing and had no
pulse. She was pronounced dead by McIntosh at 2:58 pm. After she declared Ruth Pyne deceased,
McIntosh said that the officer asked her not to disturb the scene.
At one point on the day of the murder, Bernie Pyne asked this witness what had happened to his wife.
He was distraught, and had tears in his eyes. He was in the back of the ambulance with Julia, and was on
his phone calling his son to come home.
Jeff arrived home and got into the ambulance with his dad and sister so that they could tell him about
the mother being murdered. Soon after, Jeff left the ambulance and was crying and moaning, and
kneeling on the ground.
However, McIntosh said that she was surprised that when Jeff got up, as he had no tears, and his face
was red. She thought at the time that this was a strange reaction and that maybe Jeff was acting.
Awhile later, McIntosh was sitting in the car with Jeff, Julia and Bernie Pyne and she offered to take their
blood pressure. At that point, Jeffrey asked her if she could re-bandage his wounds. Jeff told her that he
received these wounds at work while “throwing a pallet.” The wounds on his hands appeared to be large
blisters.
After court was adjourned, the judge told the jury that since next week is Thanksgiving, there will be a
full day on Monday and half day on Tuesday before a five-day break.
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Bernie Pyne’s boss, others testify in valedictorian’s murder trial - November 19,
2012
There was a full day of witnesses testifying in the Jeffrey Pyne murder trial today at the Oakland County
Circuit Court in Pontiac, Michigan.
Pyne, 22, is accused of murdering his mentally ill mother Ruth Pyne, who had previously been violent
towards Jeffrey and his 12-year old sister Julia.
Jeff maintains his innocence, and his family, friends, and neighbors have rallied to support him.
Paramedic and firefighter Gary Bonham testifies
Prosecutor Skrzynski began by calling witness Gary Bonham to the stand.
Bonham testified that he was working as a paramedic when he and his partner Amy McIntosh were
dispatched to the Pyne home after the 911 call on May 27, 2011.
When they arrived, Bonham put one foot in the garage and observed Ruth Pyne on the floor. There was
a large pool of blood around her, and massive wounds on the back of the head. There were also several
smaller wounds on her neck that looked like stab wounds.
McIntosh checked Ruth’s pulse and pronounced her dead.
The two paramedics then invited Bernie and Julia Pyne to sit in the ambulance. Bernie was very upset
and sobbing, and he kept repeating, “If I would have stayed home, this wouldn’t have happened.”
Bonham then saw Jeff Pyne walking up the driveway with a look of concern and bewilderment on his
face. Jeff got into the ambulance with his dad and sister. After about five minutes, one door opened and
Jeffrey Pyne flew out. He got down on all fours, and was moaning and dry heaving.
Bonham did not see tears when Jeffrey got up. He therefore assumed that maybe the dry heaving and
moaning was an act? Bonham also stated that he observed no emotion on his Jeff’s face when he
returned to the ambulance.
Bonham then heard Jeff tell his father “I was just here at 1:30.”
The paramedics took vital signs for both Julia and Jeff. Jeff’s blood pressure was 134/75, which is high
for a young man. His pulse was 126, which is also quite a bit elevated, and his respirations were 22,
which is a little high.
The paramedics observed two large bandages between Jeff’s thumb and index finger. McIntosh asked
Jeffrey if the injuries hurt, and he said not really. Jeff then asked them if they would re-bandage his
wounds. Jeff told the paramedics that he hurt his hands at work trying to catch a pallet that fell.
When cross-examining the witness, Champion grilled Bonham about the scene while he was at the
Pyne’s house. Bonham had a hard time remembering many of the details.
Champion asked the witness about his perception of Jeffrey’s emotions during the ordeal. Bonham
admitted that it was his opinion, and not fact, that Jeff was not acting like a “normal” person should act
in this situation. Bonham also admitted that everyone reacts differently.
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Witness Jose Campos is Bernie Pyne’s manager
The next witness was Jose Campos, who is Bernie’s manager at the GM Proving Grounds. Bernie Pyne’s
job is to maintain electrical equipment for the Proving Grounds.
On May 27, 2011, this witness went to the Highland House to celebrate the retirement of a former
employee named Jake. He was meeting Jake, Bernie and his other two employees.
Bernie arrived at the restaurant around 11:40 or 11:45. They had lunch, and Compos left the restaurant
with Bernie and Jake around 2:00. Bernie said that he was going to pick up his daughter Julia from
school.
Around 3:00, Bernie called Compos, telling him that something terrible had happened and that he
“needed someone to talk to who made sense.” He was very excited and asked Compos to come to the
scene of the crime.
Compos went to pick up his girlfriend. When he arrived at Bernie’s house, he observed Bernie pacing
and he looked very distressed. He then observed Jeffrey coming out of the ambulance and kneeling on
the ground. He observed Bernie standing over Jeffrey, comforting him.
In the past, Bernie told Compos that his wife Ruth was mentally ill. She did not sleep, hallucinated, and
often became aggressive with Bernie and the children. Bernie had also told Compos that they tried many
medications, and that often, Ruth would refuse to take her medicine.
Compos said that Bernie fought very hard to keep his family together. However, after awhile, Bernie told
Compos that he wanted to end the marriage. He had lost hope that his wife would improve. He told his
boss that he had to do something about the situation because he couldn’t take it anymore.
During the cross-examination, Compos told the court that Bernie told him that the Pynes were
interviewed until 2:00 or 3:00 in the morning. Bernie was upset that the police were focusing on Jeffrey,
as he believed his son was innocent and that “a monster did this.”
Compos stated that Bernie Pyne had a temper, and would sometimes snap. He clarified this by saying
that Bernie has a Type A personality, and at work, they often have intense but civilized conversations.
Compos also stated that Bernie took supplements for bodybuilding.
Compos was interviewed by police while he was at work, and he gave a written statement a few days
later.
Deputy Ronald Chatterson testifies
Prosecutor Skrzynski then called Deputy Chatterson to the stand.
Chatterson was called to the Pyne house on May 27. After awhile, Chatterson was told to stay near
Bernie and Julia to see if they needed assistance.
At one point, Jeff drove up and walked up the driveway. He seemed confused and upset, and kept asking
“what’s going on?”
Bernie got out of ambulance, hugged Jeff, and told him that his mother was dead.
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He did see Jeff get down on his knees, but his dad and others were helping him so he did not approach.
The deputy heard Jeff tell his dad “I was just here at 1:30, and she was fine.” Chatterson thought that
Bernie seemed shocked when he kept asking Jeff “what do you mean, you were here at 1:30?”
Chatterson said that Bernie seemed surprised that Jeff was home at 1:30.
Chatterson was going to drive the family to Highland substation to interview them. He noticed that Jeff
had a lock-blade knife clipped to his left front pocket. For safety purposes, he put on gloves and took the
knife from Jeff and gave it to a forensic specialist.
At this point, Jeff’s knife was admitted into evidence.
During the interview at the substation, Bernie continued to act stressed and distraught. Jeff showed no
emotion. After the interview, Chatterson observed Jeff in a two-way mirror. He was sitting there and
Chatterson heard him ask himself “why is this happening?”
Chatterson then stated that he had previous contact with the Pynes. In March 2009, Bernie had a court
order to commit his wife to the hospital to be evaluated. The police were asked to assist to make sure
that she obeyed the court order. When police arrived that day, Ruth would not move for them, so they
put her on a stretcher and put her in the ambulance.
Chatterson recalls Bernie Pyne being distraught as they were taking her away. He kept saying “I can’t
believe it’s come to this. She was doing so well.”
During cross-examination, Champion asked the deputy if Jeff had ever tried to hide his knife. The
detective answered he did not. He also asked if it was typical for a murderer to return to the scene of a
crime with a knife. The detective replied that it is not typical.
The witness was asked if he ever experienced someone who is in shock. Chatterson became flustered
and confused and could not answer that question.
Champion then quoted from Chatterson’s grand jury testimony, where Chatterson told the grand jury
that he did see tears in Jeff's eyes. Evidently the deputy forgot what he had said in the grand jury
testimony.
Champion ends each of his cross-examination sessions asking the witnesses if they know who killed Ruth
Pyne. So far, each witness has replied “no, I do not.”
In addition, each person who has been cross-examined has forgotten many of the details.
Deputy Steven Zdravaovski testifies
Steven Zdravaovski, another deputy, was the first new witness of the afternoon.
This witness was also called to the scene of the crime on May 27, 2011. He described the crime scene in
the garage exactly how the other deputies did. He then checked all the windows or doors to see if
anyone had broken into the house. He found all points-of-entry items to be secure.
Zdravaovski then met Deputy Maile and did a “sweep” of the inside of the house, to make sure there
were no other bodies or suspects. They found nothing, and his observation was that the house was
pristine.
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At this point, Skrzynski showed many slides of the garage in relation to Ruth’s body and pointed out
several areas of the garage and asked if anyone could see inside the garage from outside. The detective
replied no.
It was also noted that Ruth was wearing socks and no shoes when she was killed.
Skrzynski then showed many slides of the Pyne’s home. These pictures were taken on the day of the
crime.
Zdravaovski described Bernie as being excited and distraught. He was able to tell the deputy that Ruth
was mentally ill and recently changed medications.
Bernie also told the deputy that he was taking the pool cover off when Julia found her mother’s body in
the garage and started screaming “Dad, Mom! Dad – Mom” over and over
At some point, Bernie gave consent for the house to be searched. Jeff also gave him permission to
search his car. Nothing was found in the car.
On May 28, Zdravaovski attended the autopsy. He stated that the Medical Examiner determined that
the cause of death was the combination of stab wounds, including blunt force trauma to the head and a
crushed skull.
Zbravaovski continues investigating in days after murder
Days after the crime, Zdravaovski also went out in a police helicopter looking in the area for evidence.
They also looked in the area of Diane Needham’s home. Jeff worked as a handyman for Diane, who was
a family friend. They found absolutely nothing unusual while in the helicopter.
On June 2, Zdravaovski brought evidence to the Michigan State police lab. The evidence included blood,
hair and fingernail samples from Ruth Pyne, two silver sink handles, sink drain from laundry tub, wash
cloths and towels, Jeff’s folding knife, Jeffrey’s cell phone, and a large wooden pallet.
One day, Bernie Pyne reported a missing board from his garage, measuring 1’ x 3’ or 1’ x 4.’ This is a
board he used for his motorcycle. He was also missing another board, a screwdriver, and a black box
cutter.
Champion will have the opportunity to cross-exam Zdravaovski in tomorrow’s half-day session which
begins at 1:30 pm.
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More cops testify in murder case of UM student - November 20, 2012
Witnesses continued to testify this afternoon in the Jeffrey Pyne murder trial at the Oakland County
Circuit Court in Pontiac, Michigan.
Pyne, 22, is a U of M student from rural Highland, Michigan. He is accused of murdering his mentally ill
mother Ruth Pyne, who had previously been violent towards Jeffrey and his 12-year old sister Julia.
Jeff’s family, friends, and neighbors support him, and he continues to maintain his innocence.
Steven Zdravaovski is cross-examined
As Jeffrey’s attorney began cross-examination, witness and police officer Steve Zdravaovski stated that
he does not know how many people touched the Pyne’s doorknobs before he arrived at the scene.
Zdravaovski also said that the police officers were not wearing footies or gloves when they went through
the house to search for more victims or suspects. Zdravaovski stated that the reason the officers didn’t
wear these items is that would have jeopardized the police officers’ security.
Zdravaovski also remembered that Jeff gave police permission to search his car, but stated that he
wasn’t part of the search. Bernie also gave police permission to search the house. Zdravaovski said that
he did not personally seize any evidence, as that was to be done by the crime lab.
Champion asked if this detective knew how long it takes to drive from the Pyne’s house to the Highland
House restaurant, where Bernie had lunch. The officer estimated that it takes 10-20 minutes, but he
wasn’t sure.
Zdravaovski testified that on June 8, Bernard called him regarding items that Bernie found missing from
the garage. He and another officer then went to the Pyne’s home. The missing items included a black
box cutter; a 1 x 4 or 2 x 4 board; another 1 x 4 board; and a blue-handled Phillips screwdriver.
Zdravaovski did not know if these items were ever found.
Champion asked if Zdravaovski knew what was done with the long thin board that Ruth was lying on in
the garage. He replied that he did not.
Zdravaovski said that there was no theft evident in the Pyne’s home, as everything was untouched.
Champion asked him if he knew whether or not Ruth Pyne was still wearing her wedding ring.
Zdravaovski replied that he did not know.
Champion spent a lot of time asking about Zdravaovski’s perception of Jeffrey not behaving “properly”
after the murder. Zdravaovski replied that Bernie’s hysterical behavior was more typical than Jeff’s lack
of emotion.
Champion then asked if he ever dealt with people who were in a state of shock. Zdravaovski stated that
he believes that people who are in shock are unable to function, and stated that Jeff was able to
function.
Zdravaovski finally admitted that while Jeff’s behavior was unusual, people react to life’s events
differently.
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Zdravaovski has only worked with five murder cases in his career. He told the court that he is no longer a
detective due to family and scheduling reasons. He now works in Highland as an afternoon patrol
officer.
This time it was different when Champion asked if Zdravaovski knew who killed Ruth Pyne.
Zdravaovski replied that he did know that Jeffrey Pyne killed his mother.
Champion then asked if he was present at the murder. Zdravaoski replied that he was not, but stated
“My opinion is based on the evidence I have seen. I have been part of the investigation since Day One
and I know that he is the killer.”
Champion countered: “that is your opinion, correct?”
“Yes, that is my opinion,” Zdravaovski replied.
Another Deputy, Ken Hiller
Ken Hiller was on a special detective assignment on the day that Ruth Pyne was murdered. He was a
partner with former Detective Zdravaovski.
This police officer talked about setting up recording equipment at the Highland substation for the
interview of the Pyne family. He then went to Jeff’s employer, Spicer’s Orchard. While at Spicer’s, he
spoke to witnesses Bretti and Cartwright, as well as Heather and Alan Spicer.
While at Spicer’s, Hiller searched the area. He saw a dumpster, wooden crates and pallets. He also took
pictures of the area where Jeff worked.
Hiller returned to the Pyne house at 7:00, then went back to Spicer’s to retrieve a pallet after other
police noticed that one pallet in the pictures was broken. This pallet was put in the evidence room.
At this point of the trial, the jeans Jeff was wearing on the day of the murder were admitted into
evidence.
The morning after the murder, Hiller attended the autopsy and then went to interview Holly Freeman,
Jeffrey’s girlfriend. He also interviewed a waitress at Highland House, where Bernie had an extended
lunch on the day of the murder. This waitress confirmed that Bernie and the others had an extended
lunch that day.
On June 3, Hiller went to the funeral home to receive hairs from the body of Ruth Pyne. On June 8, he
was one of the police officers who went to the Pyne’s home after Bernie called to report missing items
from the Pyne’s garage.
At this point, it was 4:10 and Judge Bowman decided that it was too late to start with cross-examination,
so the witness will return on Monday, November 26.
Next week’s schedule of the trial is Monday, Thurday and Friday from 8:30-4:30; and Tuesday and
Wednesday from 1:30-4:30. The trial will not be held from December 3-7 due to the judge’s vacation.
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Forensic expert testifies in murder trial of Christian school valedictorian - November
26, 2012
Witnesses testifying for the prosecution continued today in the Jeffrey Pyne murder trial.
Pyne, 22, is accused of murdering Ruth Pyne, his mentally ill mother, who had previously been violent
towards Jeffrey and his 12-year-old sister Julia. Jeff continues to maintain his innocence, and many of his
family members, friends, and neighbors support him.
Deputy Ken Hiller is cross-examined
The first person on the stand this morning was Detective Ken Hiller, who was questioned last Tuesday.
Prosecutor Skrzynski started out by having Hiller identify a pallet which was admitted into evidence.
Hiller testified that this pallet was taken from Spicer's Orchard. It has been examined for tissue and
blood, but nothing was found.
At this point, Jeffrey Pyne’s attorney, James Champion cross-examined Hiller.
Hiller testified that Bernie and Jeff Pyne had an interview scheduled at 1:30 on the day after the murder,
but they did not show up to the meeting.
Champion questioned Hiller about the two clumps of hair that were pulled from Ruth Pyne at the
funeral home. Hiller estimated that the hairs were four inches long and brownish in color. Hiller said
that there were also dark hairs in Ruth Pyne’s hand that were stained dark with blood. He did not know
the color or length of this hair.
Hiller did not remember ever seeing a wedding ring on Ruth Pyne’s finger. The detective did not know if
anyone drained the Pyne’s septic tank or looked through their garbage.
Hiller interviewed Pyne’s neighbor, Kip Conley. Conley told Hiller that Jeffrey’s car was at the house at
1:00 on the day of the murder, but it was not there at 2:00. Champion asked if he ever searched the
home of Conley or any other neighbor. Hiller replied that he did not have probable cause to search any
neighbors.
Champion asked if Hiller was aware if there was ever any weapon found that had Ruth Pyne’s DNA on it.
Hiller replied that he was not. He testified that nothing had been found at Spicer’s or in the trash.
Hiller testified that during an interview with Bernie, he admitted that he recently had an adulterous
affair.
Champion then asked if Hiller knew who killed Ruth Pyne. Hiller replied that he had an opinion based on
his investigation.
Forensic lab specialist testifies
The next witness was William Foreman, who has worked as a forensic lab specialist in Oakland County
for 22 years. Foreman took the photographs at the crime scene.
Foreman started out by noting that the back garage door was opened when he arrived, as that was
where Ruth Pyne’s hand was. However, Foreman believes that the garage door was shut when the
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beating took place, since there was no blood on the outside of the door. He did notice lots of blood
spattered near Ruth Pyne’s head, mainly on the lower part of the walls.
Foreman also observed that Ruth Pyne had blunt force trauma to the head, stab wounds on her neck,
and defensive wounds on the back of her hands. Based on where the blood stains were located, he
believes that she was beaten after she was lying down. He also noted a baseball bat by her feet.
Foreman described a broken door handle on the garage. The broken piece of the door handle was found
spattered with blood near Ruth’s body. He did not find any fingerprints on the doorknobs. He did
remove hairs from Ruth Pyne’s hands and from the cabinet behind.
Foreman tested many areas of the house for blood. The right handle of the laundry room tub tested
positive for blood. The drain of the sink also tested positive, and the firemen had to saw this drain pipe
off for him.
Foreman took the bloody door as evidence, and later tested it for blood.
The lab specialist testified that he used some of the Pyne’s tools while investigating, including a
screwdriver and wrench to remove the door.
Foreman found a wet wash cloth and hand towel in the upstairs bathtub, so he took those as well as
three other towels and a bathing suit from the bathroom.
The cross-examination of Foreman will continue after lunch, or in the next story.
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Forensic experts have no evidence linking UM student to mom’s murder - November
26, 2012
This afternoon, witnesses continued testifying for the prosecution in the Jeffrey Pyne murder trial.
Pyne, 22, is accused of murdering his mentally ill mother Ruth Pyne, who had previously been violent
towards Jeffrey and his 12-year-old sister Julia.
Jeff continues to maintain his innocence, and many of his family members, friends, and neighbors
support him.
Cross-examination of Foreman
This afternoon, the trial continued with csi officer Bill Foreman being cross-examined.
Foreman testified that on June 21, he wrote a letter confirming that he had used the Pyne’s tools on the
day of the murder because his own tool box was missing. Champion asked if he had cleaned the tools
before or after he used them, since it’s possible that his use of tools might have contaminated the
scene. Foreman replied that he had not cleaned the tools. Champion asked if he wore gloves to handle
the tools. Foreman replied that he had not worn gloves.
Foreman admitted that it was likely that whoever committed the crime had blood on his or her body or
clothes. He also admitted that luminol, the chemical he used for blood testing often has false positives.
Bleach or other chemicals can affect these readings.
Foreman testified that his partner searched Jeffrey’s car and there was no blood or other evidence in or
on the car.
Foreman took some fingerprints, but was told not to dust many key areas until the DNA evidence was
collected. He also stated there were no obvious footprints in the garage.
Champion asked if there was any evidence which he handled that linked Jeffrey Pyne directly to the
crime.
Foreman replied no, there was not any evidence which he handled that linked Jeff Pyne directly to the
crime.
Champion then asked Foreman if he knew who killed Ruth Pyne. He replied “no, sir. I do not.”
Another forensic lab specialist takes the stand
Robert Koteles, another forensic lab specialist, testified next and stated that he met his partner Bill
Foreman at the scene of the murder on May 27, 2011. It was agreed that Koteles would take pictures
inside of the house, while Foreman concentrated on taking photos of the garage.
Inside the house, Koteles was made aware of a rifle stored in the basement. He took pictures of the gun.
He looked both inside and outside the house, and did not see any other weapons or evidence.
After taking photos of the house, Koteles inspected Jeffrey Pyne’s vehicle, which was a 1990 gold
Oldsmobile. The interior and exterior photos of Jeff’s car were admitted into evidence and discussed.
Koteles sprayed parts of Jeff’s car with a chemical used to detect blood. No blood was detected. Koteles
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found two bottles of alcohol in Jeff’s trunk. One appeared to be open. He also found Jeff’s cell phone in
the car and took it for evidence. He was wearing gloves while inspecting the car.
During the cross-examination of Koteles, he stated that it took him about 20 minutes to take all of the
photos. He said that this would be a reasonable amount of time since the pictures were general
pictures.
Koteles stated that he does not know who killed Ruth Pyne, and no part of his investigation revealed a
link to any suspect. He also stated that he can not rule out multiple killers.
Blood spatter expert John Jacob testifies
John Jacob of the Oakland County Sheriff’s Department, testified next. Jacob is currently stationed in
Commerce. He is also an expert in blood stain analysis and interpretation, so Jacob is on-call for crime
scene investigation in many communities.
Jacob testified that the blood stains surrounding Ruth were low, so the object that caused the injuries
had to be low in order for the blood to spatter like it did. However, some of the blood stains slanted
downward, indicating that the victim was somewhat upright at the least one of the times she was
struck.
Larger droplets such as the ones Jacob observed near Ruth Pyne indicate medium impact, which is
consistent with being struck by an object. Jacob also observed slight “castoff stains.” These stains occur
when the weapon itself becomes a source of the blood.
Based on where Ruth was lying in relation to the blood stains, Jacob believes that she either rolled over
herself or someone rolled her over.
At this point, Judge Bowman abruptly stopped the trial as jury members were indicating the need for a
break. The trial was once again adjourned early for the day.
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Neighbor and others tell more during murder trial of UM student - November 27,
2012
Today was a half day of court in the trial of Jeffrey Pyne. As usual, the judge began court a half hour late
as witnesses continued testifying for the prosecution.
Pyne, 22, is accused of murdering his mentally ill mother Ruth Pyne, who had previously been violent
towards Jeffrey and his 12-year-old sister Julia.
Jeff continues to maintain his innocence, and many of his family members, friends, and neighbors
support him.
Continued testimony of Detective John Jacob
Detective John Jacob, blood spatter expert, continued his testimony today.
Jacob recalled that he was sent to the Pyne residence on July 8, 2010 to help remove Ruth Pyne from
the house against her will. She had been ordered to have a psychiatric examination, and it was
necessary to send three deputies and an ambulance to transport her.
Jacob then talked about the term "overkill," which he used to describe the murder. The term overkill is
used when the victim is killed in excess. For example, in the Ruth Pyne murder, the stab wounds were
unnecessary after the blows to the head. Jacob stated that overkill can be caused by a number of
factors, including rage.
Cross-examination of Jacob
During cross-examination, Jacob stated that he could not remember a wedding ring since Ruth Pyne’s
hands were swollen and bloody.
Jacob also described training in blood spatter analysis and said that masks are often worn as blood gets
on both trainers and trainees. He said that in a case like the Pyne murder, the weapon would have blood
on it, and the attacker should also have blood on his body and clothes.
Jacob called the blood on the tractor in the garage as “cast-off” blood. He also said that the blood
around Ruth Pyne was definitely caused by the head wounds and not by the stab wounds.
Jacob said that he did not climb up the ladder in the garage to check for blood on the studs.
Jacob testified that the broken part of the door handle in the garage was covered by blood. It appeared
that the handle was broken during the attack when it was impacted by force. However, it could have
also been broken before the attack.
Jacob also stated that the creases in Ruth Pyne’s head were long and straight. He did not know the size
of the creases.
Jacob concluded by stating that he does not know who killed Ruth Pyne.
Lieutenant David Pement gives more police testimony
Lieutenant David Pement, manager of the 19 deputies at the Highland substation, took the stand next.
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Pement was the second officer to arrive at the scene of the murder. He saw Bernie in an excited state
with Julia. After observing the victim, he told Deputy Saile to preserve the scene. He called in two
detectives plus the crime lab. Shortly after that, he called his captain in Pontiac and requested additional
detectives.
Pement talked to Bernie for a short time. Bernie told him that he had talked to Ruth at 10:38 and she
was shopping at Meijer’s.
Pement walked through the Pyne’s home and observed that it was pristine and extremely wellorganized. Ruth Pyne’s purse was on the table and next to it was a Meijer’s receipt. The time on this
receipt was 10:54 am.
Pement then took the receipt to Meijer’s in White Lake, and met with the security officer who provided
him a video of Ruth entering the parking lot of Meijer’s, shopping, and then leaving the parking lot with
her groceries.
On the video, Ruth was dressed in dark jeans and a dark t-shirt. Pement noticed this was different from
the clothing she was wearing at the time of her death, which included striped sweat pants and a blue
fleece jacket.
At 6:30, Pement returned to the scene at the Pyne’s house. At that time, the Medical Examiner and the
Medical Examiner’s Removal Service were both in the garage. They removed Ruth’s body.
Pement then asked the fire chief to call an environmental company to secure the garage and board up
the area where the garage door was now missing. He also asked that the blood be cleaned. He posted
an officer outside the Pyne’s house until Serve-Pro, the company, arrived and secured the house and
cleaned the blood.
Pement then went to the Highland substation and observed the interviews of Bernie and Jeff Pyne.
Cross-examination of Pement
Pement can’t recall a wedding ring or footwear on Ruth Pyne. He did state that he did not wear gloves
when going through the house. He stated that the firemen on scene were asked to search the
neighborhood since they don’t have enough police to do the job.
Pement said that he assumed that the person who killed Ruth had a key to the house. He assumes the
killer was Jeff Pyne based on factors including Jeff’s alibi, lack of cooperation, and injuries to his hands.
Witness Keith Thalacter, Meijer’s Store Detective is next
The next witness was Keith Thalacter, the store detective on duty the day that Lieutenant went into the
store to request information. Thalacter‘s job is to apprehend shoplifters, assist law enforcement, and
keep security records.
Thalacter confirmed that he met with Lieutenant Pement and provided him with the video tape of Ruth
Pyne.
Kip Conley, neighbor, tells what he saw
Kip Conley was the next witness. He lives at 2508 Burwood, two houses north of the Pynes.
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On May 27, Conley was trimming pine trees in his yard, starting at about 10:00 am. He did not see
anybody all morning. He did see Jeff Pyne’s car parked behind the white car in the driveway.
Conley took frequent rest breaks that day since he is diabetic. He believes that it was about 1:40 when
he went in the house for a break and sandwich. When he came back out at 2:10, he noticed that Jeff’s
car was gone. At 2:20, his wife returned from shopping, and Conley went inside with his wife and son.
At 2:35, Conley’s wife saw Bernie and Julia banging on the doors of various neighbors. He saw that Dave
Gilbert, Pyne’s next door neighbor, had gone to help them and went into the garage. Conley observed
Bernie pacing and saying to himself “my wife is bi-polar.” The Fanfares, other neighbors, came out and
took the Pynes into their home for Julia to use the bathroom.
When the police arrived, Conley went into his home.
Conley also testified that Ruth Pyne often wore sweatpants to walk in the neighborhood.
Cross-examination of Conley
Champion was very thorough with this cross-examination.
Conley told the court that his son lived with them at the time of the murder. His son was about 27 years
old. For about ten years in the past, Conley’s daughter and two grandkids lived with him and his wife.
One of these grandkids was named James and is the same age is Jeffrey. James has a criminal record.
The Pynes and Conleys do not have a good relationship. Bernie once called the police and accused him
of lying when the Pyne’s house was egged at the time Conley’s grandkids lived with him. Bernie also had
been very aggressive to Kip Conley’s wife.
Conley remembered that Bernie also once had a heated exchange with the Fanfares, and Bernie called
the police.
Conley has only seen or talked to Jeffrey once. That was when Conley went over and asked Jeff to have
some workers stop banging at 9:30 pm. Jeff was the only one home, and was very cordial to Conley. Jeff
told the workers to stop per Conley's request.
Conley said that he and other neighbors received a letter from the sheriff dated June 6th. The letter
explained the purposes of the recent patrols, and asked the neighbors to come forward with any
information. Conley responded to the letter, and police then interviewed him.
When asked by Champion if he knew who killed Ruth Pyne, Conley replied no, he did not.
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Jurors view police interview of UM murder suspect - November 28, 2012
Today was an intense half day of court in the murder trial of Jeffrey Pyne, as jurors watched a video of
Pyne, 22, being interviewed by police after his mother was murdered.
Pyne, a U of M-Flint Biology student, is accused of murdering his mentally ill mother Ruth Pyne, who had
previously been violent towards Jeffrey and his 12-year-old sister Julia. Jeff continues to maintain his
innocence, and many of his family members, friends, and neighbors support him.
Detective David Hendrick testifies
Detective David Hendrick started the afternoon by telling the court that he was called by his lieutenant
on May 27th, and arrived at the Pyne house between 3:30 and 4:00 pm. When he arrived, he was
briefed by the other officers. He then went into the Pyne’s house with another officer, and proceeded
down to the garage. In the garage, he observed Ruth Pyne with severe wounds, including head and neck
wounds as well as swollen hands with defensive wounds.
After the crime lab detectives began “processing the scene,” Hendrick called for additional personnel to
help search the property and neighborhood. He asked the fireman to bring a ladder and search the roof.
He also asked them to drain the pool to search for evidence. Nothing was found during any of these
searches.
Two detectives from the Fugitive Apprehension Team went door to door in the neighborhood. Again,
nothing was found.
Hendrick then went from room to room to search the Pyne’s home. The house was very neat and
orderly, with no signs of ransacking. Since there was no sign of forced entry or theft, he believed that
the killer was someone with access to the house. He also saw Ruth Pyne’s purse on the table, and
noticed that her cell phone and money were still inside the purse.
Hendrick told the court that he knew some of the history of the family as related to Ruth Pyne’s illness.
He was especially aware that in 2010, Ruth Pyne was arrested for assaulting her son.
On the night of the murder, Hendrick returned to the Highland Substation. He watched the interviews of
Bernard and Julia Pyne, and partnered with Sergeant Glover to interview Jeffrey Pyne. This interview will
be discussed in detail at the end of this story.
Detective work in days after murder
The day after the murder, Hendrick attended the autopsy of Ruth Pyne. Pictures of the autopsy were
shown to the jury. Hendrick stated that he considered the major bruising and cuts on both arms, hands
and knees to be “defensive wounds.”
Four cell phones were turned over to the police: Jeff’s, Ruth’s, and Bernie’s personal and business
phones.
The day after the murder, police went to Diane Needham’s neighborhood because Jeff had indicated
that he had been doing some gardening for Mrs. Needham on the day of the homicide.
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While Diane Needham wasn’t home, she called later and met with Hendrick on May 31st. Diane gave the
police a copy of a cell phone message left by Jeff as well as a list of hours he worked.
The police also talked to other neighbors to see if anyone had seen Jeff Pyne planting bushes at
Needham’s that day.
Hendrick estimated that it was about four miles from the defendant’s house to Diane’s house. It is about
six miles from Pyne’s house to Spicer’s, and about 6.5 miles from Needham’s house to Spicer’s.
Hendrick said that over the next few days, many police conducted thorough searches of the entire area.
Highland is a rural area, and there are many wooded and overgrown lots.
The police also interviewed several people in the days after the murder. A man named Sam Hill claimed
that he had information that he received while serving time at the Oakland County Jail. However, this
information turned out to be false.
The Pynes had suggested that police interview Michael Dolittle, who was the handyman who did siding
work on the Pyne’s home in 2009. Mr. Dolittle’s alibi was valid. The police also interviewed members of
a local lawn crew, who provided documents showing they left the Pyne’s house around 10:30 am that
day.
The police also interviewed people who work with Bernie Pyne at GM Proving Grounds. They obtained a
search warrant of Bernie’s office and did not find anything. Bernie’s alibi of having a late lunch was
confirmed, so he was no longer considered to be a suspect.
On July 30, Hendrick received blood and hairs in a UPS package. He sent this overnight to a lab in
Pennsylvania for analysis of the hairs from Ruth Pyne’s hand.
On August 10, Hendrick visited the Medical Examiner and showed him the knife that was recovered
from Jeffrey Pyne. He asked the Medical Examiner to determine if that knife could have been one that
was used to stab Ruth Pyne.
The police interview of Jeffrey Pyne
At this point, the prosecutor submitted into evidence a disk and a written version of the interview
between Hendrick and Jeff Pyne. Each juror was given a written copy of this interview.
We then watched the long and painful video of Jeff being interviewed by the detectives on the night of
the murder. He seemed tired and depressed during the interview, though he answered the questions
clearly.
Hendrick started out by asking Jeff about his injuries. Jeff stated that the pallet which injured him was
the broken pallet in the picture of Spicer’s. This is the pallet that was admitted into the evidence earlier.
Jeff then told Hendrick that he was at Diane Needham’s house the day of the murder. He told the
officers that Mrs. Needham was in South Carolina until the 19th but that he hadn’t seen that she had
returned yet by the 27th.
Jeff said that he slept until 10:00 am on May 27, and then helped his mother put away groceries around
11:30. His mother went to lie down in her bedroom, and he then decided to go to the Needham’s
because he was bored and itching for something to do. Jeff told Hendrick that he exited his house that
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day out the side service door of the garage, and left it unlocked since he knew his father and sister were
coming home soon.
In the video, Jeff told the officers that he arrived at Needham’s around 1:30 to transplant five lilac
bushes, and he also swept the basement, as he had just painted it.
The arrangement with Mrs. Needham and Jeff was this: he has the key to her house and she left him a
list of things to do. He worked when his schedule allowed it.
Jeff told officers that he left Needham’s for Spicer’s around 2:30, and clocked in just before 3:00. This is
when Jeff said that he injured his hand on a pallet.
Jeff told the officers that his family members got along well since his mother had started new
medication in September. “When she goes manic, it puts a lot of stress on us all. But it hasn’t been that
way since September,” he stated.
He explained that last year, when Ruth Pyne wasn’t on her medication, Jeff woke up early in the
morning and heard his parents screaming at each other. He went inside their room and his mother tried
to choke him. They had to call police to take her away, and she ended up in jail.
Jeff said that Ruth Pyne blames all of her problems on his father, Bernie. He said that he never had a
problem with his mom other than the times that she didn’t want to take her medicine.
Jeff stated that Ruth Pyne’s issues started when Jeff was seven. At that time, she was depressed. She
was good from 2000-2008, then she got bad again. “She became crazy and hyper…and was all over the
place,” Jeff explained.
Hendrick talked to Jeff about him playing softball with people from work. Jeff just played one game and
used his dad’s old equipment. He said that the hockey sticks and baseball bats in the garage were
normally kept in the corner near the service door.
Jeff told police that the doctor switched Ruth Pyne’s medications in the past week, to limit side effects.
Jeff then talked about his girlfriend Holly, and said that she didn’t like to come over to the Pyne’s
because of Ruth Pyne’s issues. However, they had recently talked about Holly visiting more frequently
since Ruth improved.
Jeff said that his mom didn’t really have any friends. She used to have friends before 2008 and she
would have lunch with them, but she no longer socialized with anyone. He couldn’t think of any
enemies, or anyone who wanted to murder Ruth.
Hendrick then asked Jeff if he knew what happened to his mom. Jeff said he did not. Hendrick then told
Jeff that his mother was murdered, and Jeff put his face in his hands.
Hendrick asked if Jeff knew anyone who would do this to his mom. Jeff replied no, and said that he went
to a small Christian school and didn’t even know anyone who was violent. He then told the police about
neighbors who were “a bit weird,” stating “They egged our house a few years back. They’re sort of a big
clan all living over there.”
The police then became more aggressive with Jeff. Jeff continued to say over and over that he had no
fight with his mom that day.
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Hendrick also noted scratches on Jeff’s forearm. Jeff replied that a goat got loose at Spicer’s, and he had
to catch the goat.
Jeff also told the police that the stains on his pants were from paint.
Jeff stated that he took a shower the night before, and didn’t think that anyone had used the downstairs
shower or laundry room the day of the murder.
The police then left Jeff alone in the room, with the camera still on. Jeff put his face in his hands for an
extended period of time and appeared to be crying while he rocked. The courtroom was very quiet as
everyone watched the video of this young man grieving for what seemed like forever.
Finally, the detectives went back into the room and asked Jeff to remove his bandages. They examined
his wounds and asked him more about the pallet he dropped. Jeff stood up and demonstrated how his
hand was caught in-between the pallets. The officers continued to badger him, but Jeff stuck to his story
that he was moving a pallet and injured his hands.
The police then asked Jeff to remove his shoes. Jeff did so, and stated that those were the only shoes he
wore that day. He said that he does not wear shoes inside his house.
Jeff then explained to the police that he had called Diane Needham after he left her house because he
was concerned since she was supposed to return from South Carolina on May 19 and wasn’t back yet.
The police informed Jeff that they had possession of his phone to investigate calls that he made. Jeff
asked if he could see his phone to get a couple of phone numbers, but they told him that they had
already turned the phone into the lab. Jeff then signed a slip giving the police permission to search his
phone.
Jeff told the police that Ruth had blamed Bernie for her illness, and has been very angry that Bernie was
considering leaving Ruth and taking Jeff and Julia with him. Bernie was trying really hard to improve his
relationship with his wife, doing things such as giving her flowers.
The police continued to ask Jeff about his relationship with his mother. He said that she had been doing
well since September, but the past few days she had been a bit agitated “due to her switching
medications.”
Jeff explained further that Ruth had recently been paranoid that Bernie was taking her name off some
bank accounts. The police then asked Jeff if Ruth ever accused Jeff of stealing from her. He described a
scene in 2009 when Ruth accused him of stealing her debit card and smacked him.
The police continued to badger Jeff: “Did you do anything at all today to hurt your mom? Did you have
any arguments with her? Do you have any idea who would?”
Jeff continued to answer “no, no, no,” and then broke down and started crying. The police continued to
question him over and over, and he continued to deny that he had anything to do with killing his
mother.
Jeff finally settled down. In addition to the “crazy neighbors who egged our house,” he could only think
of one other issue with neighbors. Years ago, the Pynes fought with their next door neighbors over a
dead tree.
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The police again left Jeff alone with the camera on. He continued to cry with his head down, and took
some Kleenex. He then tried to put his bandages back on his hands.
The judge ended the film minutes before it was over, as he didn’t want to keep the jury overtime.
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More non-evidence in mom-murder trial of college student - November 29, 2012
Today was a full day of court in the murder trial of 22-year old Jeffrey Pyne. Pyne is a former University
of Michigan-Flint student accused of murdering his mentally ill mother Ruth Pyne, who had been violent
towards Jeffrey and his younger sister in the past.
This morning, jurors finished watching the police interview of Jeff Pyne, and then watched and listened
as Jeff Pyne’s attorney cross-examined Detective Hendricks.
Remainder of Jeffrey Pyne police interview
Prosecutor Skrzynski started the day by showing the remainder of the videotaped police interview of Jeff
Pyne. This interview was held on the evening of May 27th after Ruth Pyne was found murdered in her
garage.
For a few minutes, the video continues during the second “break” from the police questioning. During
both of the breaks, the officers left Jeff alone in the police room while he was still being videotaped.
While Jeff was alone, he continued to stare at the floor, often with his head in his hands. He also bit his
fingernails and mindlessly played with the bandages on the table. In addition, he frequently examined
and played with the wounds on his hands.
At the end of this second break, Jeffrey was no longer rocking or sobbing, but he occasionally sniffled.
This second “break” in the questioning was also similar to the first break because it seemed as if the
police left Jeff alone in the room forever. It was painful to watch him grieve, and the courtroom was
even more quiet and somber than usual.
When the officers in the video finally returned to Jeff, they brought him some pants to change into so
that they could take Jeff’s jeans into evidence. The officers also brought Jeffrey pictures of pallets from
Spicer’s, and had him identify the pallet that hurt him.
They continued to badger him about how the pallets could have injured him. Jeff explained that his
hands were stuck in-between the slats of the pallet, and he stood up to demonstrate. Jeff continued to
be insistent that the pallet he identified was the pallet that injured him.
The police explained to Jeff that they were questioning him because he was the last person who saw his
mom alive, and they wanted to be able to clear him of any wrongdoing. Jeff spoke respectfully and
pleasantly to the officers, telling them that he understood why they were questioning him.
The officers then left Jeff alone again, and videotaped him quickly changing his jeans and putting his
shoes back on. He folded his original pair of jeans carefully and left them on the table for the officers. He
then sat down again and leaned back against the wall, continuing to rock, sigh and put his hands in his
face.
The video ended and Hendrick then testified that during the breaks in police questioning, it sounded as
if Jeff was crying. However, he thought that the crying was an act since there were no tears. Also, it was
suspicious to him that Jeff was able to continue answering questions at an even-keel without any
emotion. Hendrick also said that he found it strange that Jeff never asked the police any questions about
his mother.
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Detective David Hendrick is cross-examined
Jeff’s lawyer James Champion then cross-examined Detective David Hendrick.
Hendrick stated that he was wearing gloves when he went into the Pyne’s house. He believed that when
he entered the house, the front door was closed but not locked.
Hendrick told the jury that there was no struggle in the house, and said that he has no knowledge that
anything was stolen from the scene. Champion asked him to clarify since there were signs of a major
struggle in the garage. Hendrick agreed that there was a struggle in the garage. Champion then asked if
he would consider it a robbery if Ruth Pyne’s wedding ring was missing, The detective replied yes, he
would consider that a robbery. Champion asked if anyone knew whether Ruth had cash with her when
she was killed. Hendrick replied no.
Hendrick stated that the firemen and Fugitive Apprehension personnel were asked to go door-to-door to
search for suspects and ask neighbors if they had any information. Champion asked if there was ever an
official manhunt, and Hendrick replied no, there was not.
Champion asked if he observed a wedding ring being taken during the autopsy of Ruth Pyne. Hendrick
replied that he did not see a wedding ring.
Hendrick was then asked about his interview with Diane Needham. Hendrick told the court that he
initially tried contacting Diane Needham on May 28th, but she was not home. Diane called him back that
night and met with Hendrick on May 31st.
At the meeting, Diane gave Hendrick copies of three time sheets that she had kept for Jeffrey. She also
showed Hendrick the phone’s answering machine, and Hendrick recorded a message that Jeffrey had
left for Diane on the day of the murder.
Over the next few days, Hendrick also interviewed several of Diane Needham’s neighbors, as well as
friends of Jeffrey and others who might be involved.
Hendrick stated that in the days following the murder, deputies searched eleven mile stretches of the
following roads: Hickory Ridge, Clyde, Taggett Lake, Middle, and Tipsico Lake. They searched dumpsters
as well as areas along the road.
Hendrick explained that police have to limit the evidence that they send to the Michigan State crime lab.
Therefore, police elected not to send Ruth Pyne’s clothes to the lab as evidence.
Champion asked if there was a reason they didn’t send the clothes out since the clothes would have
been full of DNA. Hendrick said he thought that the only blood on Ruth was her own.
Hendrick stated that he listened to a recording of the interview with Sam Hill, the man who claimed
knowledge of the crime. He also stated that he verified Mr. Dolittle’s alibi that he was at home at the
time of the murder. Other officers interviewed the lawn crew and the Proving Ground employees.
Hendrick went to the Medical Examiner on August 10th to show him Jeff Pyne’s knife. The Medical
Examiner took measurements of the knife and compared them to the wounds. He then told Hendrick
that he could not verify whether or not Jeff’s knife was the knife that was used in the killing. Jeff’s knife
had tested negative for blood or other evidence.
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Champion asked if Ruth Pyne’s meds were ever seized. Hendrick did not know. Hendrick also did not
think that anyone talked to any of Ruth Pyne’s doctors.
Hendrick stated that as far as he knows, no one turned on any of the Pyne’s computers, nor did they
seize or analyze any computers that were in the home. Champion asked why they wouldn’t have looked
at the computers. Hendrick said there was no reason to look at the computers.
Champion asked it was correct that Bernie Pyne had admitted having a girlfriend, and that Bernie Pyne
had considered divorcing Ruth Pyne. Hendrick said that was correct. Champion asked why the
computers weren’t searched for evidence if Bernie and his girlfriend may have been involved. Hendrick
did not have an answer to this question.
Champion continued to talk about the computer, mentioning that Jeff's story was that he woke up that
morning and played on the computer. Why wouldn't they check to see if there was any evidence on the
computers?
Hendrick verified that Jeff had been pleasant and affable during the police interview, and that he did not
stumble or pause when searching for answers. He also admitted that Jeff did not change his answers in
any way, other than his description of how he picked up the pallet.
Hendrick also stated that Jeff’s interview with the police was voluntary. Jeff willingly gave the officers his
cell phone and was cooperative with police.
Hendrick also stated that he did not take any pictures of the scratches that were on Jeff’s body because
they had already begun to heal. He only photographed Jeff’s hands.
Champion asked if it was unusual when Jeff told police “I’m really hungry, but I’m not sure if I could keep
food down.” Hendrick replied that this was not an unusual comment.
Champion asked if Jeffrey was pulled over in June 2011 when he was driving on US 23 in Fenton.
Hendrick stated that Jeffrey was pulled over at that time, but that he refused to speak with police. Jeff
did not commit any traffic violations, but the police stopped him hoping to get information from him.
The policemen who stopped Jeff were dressed in plain clothes in unmarked cars. They used portable
lights to flash at Jeff to pull him over, even though they had no right.
Hendrick was then questioned about Sam Hill, the prisoner who had claimed that he had information
about the murder. He stated that Hill and prison officials could not find the piece of paper that Hill
claimed had details. Hendrick also could not locate a prisoner named Payne, who is the person that Hill
had supposedly talked to about the crime.
Hendrick testified that the stain on Jeff’s jeans did not turn out to be blood. He agreed that Jeff’s jeans
were filthy.
Hendrick said that on May 27, he was not aware that the CSI officers had used the homeowners’ tools to
take off the door in the garage. He found that out later.
Hendrick verified that Jeff was still seeing his girlfriend Holly “in some capacity” at the time police
interviewed her.
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Champion asked if the detectives ever told Jeffrey they were going to make the public believe he is a
monster. Hendrick said that he is not the one who said that.
Hendrick was then asked if it is unusual when men do not cry in the presence of other men. Hendrick
said this sometimes happens.
Champion then asked if there was any evidence left in the garage that directly links anyone to the crime.
Hendrick replied that there was not, but circumstantial evidence was present. He admitted that a
weapon has never been found that definitely caused the death, and he verified that no one who was
interviewed ever told police that Jeff killed his mother.
Prosecutor Skrzynski then re-examined Hendrick and asked what circumstantial evidence leads Hendrick
to believe that Jeffrey is the killer.
Hendrick replied that it is evidence that there was no sign of forced entry. He also said that Ruth’s hand
was setting in the door in such a way that proved that no one left out that door after the murder. The
other doors in the house were all locked.
Hendrick also stated that the extent of Ruth Pyne’s wounds were indicative of rage and of overkill. He
believes that this is evidence that Jeff killed his mother.
He also said that he was also not able to clear Jeff’s story the way that he was able to clear Bernie’s story
or the stories of other suspects.
The court then broke for lunch.
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Scientist, cell phone expert testifies in UM student’s murder trial - November 29,
2012
This afternoon, three scientific witnesses and a cell phone expert testified in the trial of 22-year old
Jeffrey Pyne. Pyne is a college student accused of murdering his mentally ill mother Ruth Pyne, who had
previously been violent towards Jeffrey and his younger sister Julia.
Jeffrey continues to maintain his innocence, and his family, friends and community support him.
Forensic technicians testify
Prosecutor Skrzynski began the afternoon by calling up Michelle Yon, who is a forensic technician from
Pennsylvania.
Skrzynski talked to Yon about her background and about the standard operating procedures in the lab
where she works. She explained that every piece of evidence is documented.
Skrzynski and Yon then discussed Yon’s duties, which include DNA extraction, PCR amplification, and
sequencing. She explained these duties in detail, and stated that her work is checked at every step.
Doctor Melton analyzes the data after the technicians complete their work.
On July of 2012, Yon received an envelope from Oakland County. Inside were two bottles labeled “Hair
from victim’s hand to hand samples,” and “One vial of blood for typing.”
Prosecutor Skrzynski then called up Bonnie Higgins, another technician who works with Yon. She also
performs DNA extractions.
Higgins testified that recently, she was asked by her supervisor to separate out the 42 hair samples of
Ruth Pyne which were sent to the lab. They took four select samples of this hair to extract, amplify and
sequence the DNA. Higgins was able to wash the blood off from the hairs in order to properly test the
hairs.
Doctor testifies about hair
Dr. Terry Melton, laboratory director at Penn State, testified next. She supervises the technicians Yon
and Higgins at Penn State. Over the years, her laboratory has handled thousands of samples for
mitochondrial DNA testing.
Dr. Melton presented an overhead explaining that scientists use mitochondrial DNA testing when
looking at some kinds of samples, especially hairs, as they are difficult to test for nuclear DNA.
She also stated that mitochondrial DNA is passed on from an individual’s mother, so the DNA in Jeff
Pyne’s hair would match the DNA in Ruth Pyne’s hair.
The doctor determined that the four hairs tested had the same mitochondrial profile as Ruth Pyne. This
means that the hairs could have come from Ruth or from one of her maternal relatives, including
Jeffrey. When comparing this to the FBI and European databases, this mitochondrial profile was
determined to be very rare.
Cross-examination of Dr. Melton
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Champion confirmed with Dr. Melton that the hairs she tested could be those of either Ruth or Jeffrey
Pyne. He asked if the length of the hairs would mean that the hairs belonged to Ruth since Jeff has very
little hair. Dr. Melton replied that she was not aware of the length of Jeff’s hair at the time of the
murder.
Dr. Melton explained that all of Ruth Pyne’s siblings, mother and children would share the same
mitochondrial DNA. Her sisters would pass this DNA on to their children, but her brothers would not.
Dr. Melton also confirmed that this mitochondrial report was performed on evidence received from the
sheriff in July of 2012. She has no record of hairs from Ruth Pyne’s head. She only knows that she tested
hair from her hands.
The prosecutor spent $20,000 total for these four hairs to be tested, including flying in the technicians
and the doctor.
Computer and cell phone detective Jerry Derosia testifies
The next witness called by Prosecutor Skrzynski was Jerry Derosia, a certified forensic computer
examiner.
On May 28th, Derosia received four cell phones to examine. Three phones belonged to Bernie, Ruth, and
Jeff, and the fourth phone was a business phone belonging to Bernie Pyne.
Extracting data from cell phones is a hit and miss process that involves reverse engineering. This expert
used reverse engineering to obtain contacts from the Pynes’ phones. He was also able to obtain call
logs, which is a very difficult thing for a non-expert to do.
The calls from the logs are listed below:
Jeff’s phone shows missed calls on May 27, including a missed call from Dad Bernie at 3:18 and two
missed calls from Diane Needham between 3:30 and 4:00.
Dialed calls from Jeff’s phone included one to Dad Bernie at 3:18 and one to Diane Needham at 2:41 pm.
There was also a text in Jeff’s inbox from “Woody Bretti” asking “what’s wrong?”
The “received calls” portion of Jeff’s cell phone was empty, which the detective said that he found to be
unusual.
Dialed calls from Bernie Pyne’s cell phone included a call to Jeffrey at 2:45 and 3:18 pm on the day of the
murder. There were also dialed calls to Gail Pyne at 2:59 and Joe Campo at 2:57.
Bernie Pyne’s cell phone included one call received from Jeffrey at 3:18 and one call received from
“Olivia” at 11:42.
Received calls from Ruth Pyne’s cell phone include one from Bernie at 10:38 on the day of the murder.
She also had two calls received on May 26: one from Jeff and one from Bernie.
Champion cross-examined Derosia and asked him if it was really that unusual for someone to have an
empty box in their “received” box. Derosia stated that he thought it was.
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Jury hears about lack of crime lab evidence in Highland student’s murder trial November 30, 2012
Important testimony continued this morning in the murder trial of 22-year old Jeffrey Pyne.
Pyne is a college student from Michigan accused of murdering his mentally ill mother Ruth Pyne, who
had previously been violent towards Jeffrey and his younger sister Julia.
As he sits through his trial, Jeffrey continues to maintain his innocence. His family, friends and
community support him.
This morning, another police officer testified, followed by a forensic scientist from the Michigan State
Police Crime Lab.
Deputy Craig Cooper talks about domestic violence at the Pyne’s
Prosecutor Skrzynski called Deputy Craig Cooper to the stand. He was on duty on the evening of May
27th. He arrived at the Pyne’s house around 10:45 pm and was told to sit outside until the cleaning
company finished their job of cleaning the blood and securing the garage door.
Cooper remained in his car while the company worked in the garage. While he was waiting, he saw
Jeffrey and Bernie Pyne stop at the house to pick up belongings, since they were not staying in the home
that night.
Soon after, another deputy relieved Cooper outside the Pyne house. Cooper was then told to
accompany Deputy Hiller to pick up some evidence. He was also given Jeff’s jeans in a brown paper bag
to be delivered to the crime lab as evidence.
Cooper and Hiller then went to Spicer’s Orchard to inspect the pallet that Jeff said had injured him. It
was dark by then, so Cooper and Hiller inspected the pallet with a flashlight and did not see anything
significant. They then took the pallet as evidence.
Cooper also recalled that he was involved in a domestic violence incident at the Pyne’s house in 2010 at
6:18 in the morning. In that incident, Bernie and Jeff told the police that Ruth Pyne spit in Bernie Pyne’s
face when he was trying to get Ruth to take her medicine. Jeff went into the room and pleaded with his
mother to start taking her medication. Ruth Pyne then chased Jeff, and started hitting him and putting
her hands around Jeff’s throat. At that time, Cooper did observe the red marks on Jeff’s neck.
The officers then approached Ruth, who was in bed by the time police arrived. When they asked her
what was wrong, she would not move or speak other than to tell deputies “I plead the fifth.”
The officers then handcuffed and arrested Ruth Pyne for domestic assault against her husband and her
son. Police then transported Ruth to the Oakland County Jail. Deputy Cooper did not have to testify in
this case because Ruth Pyne pled guilty.
Cross-examination of Cooper
Champion asked what the purpose was of Cooper sitting outside the Pyne house on the night of the
murder. Cooper said he had no idea, he just followed orders. He said that he was told that the Pyne’s
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house was no longer a crime scene. He also stated that he did not know if the cleaning company “did
their job,” because he did not watch them.
Champion asked how they could inspect the pallet clearly at 1:45 in the morning. Cooper said they used
a flashlight as well as headlights from the vehicle.
Cooper did not recall that Julia was present at the domestic violence situation in 2010.
At the end of the cross-examination, Cooper told Champion that he does not know who killed Ruth
Pyne.
Expert from Michigan State Police Crime Lab testifies
The next witness, Erica Anderson, works as a forensic scientist for the Michigan State Police Crime Lab.
She studies body fluids that are found in crime scenes, and also does DNA analysis on nuclear DNA.
Anderson received a known blood sample from Ruth in addition to other evidence in the case, including:
two handles and a drain from the laundry room tub; a beach towel, 2 hand towels, and a wash cloth;
men’s swim shorts; a handle from the upstairs bathroom; Jeffrey Pyne’s jeans; Jeffrey Pyne’s knife; hairs
from Ruth Pyne’s hand; Ruth Pyne’s fingernail clippings; and a wooden pallet. On later dates, Anderson
also received a cell phone identified as collected from Jeffrey Pyne, as well as a swab of blood from the
garage door.
Anderson stated there is no written policy to determine how much evidence the lab can collect for a
crime investigation. However, the crime lab has limited space, so they try to ensure that all evidence
submitted is relevant. She stated that if they had been given Ruth Pyne’s clothes, they would not be able
to separate the victim’s blood from the suspect’s blood.
Anderson did NOT find blood on the following items: one silver handle from the laundry room tub; the
laundry room tub’s drain; the beach towel, two hand towels, and wash cloth; the men’s swim shorts;
Jeff Pyne’s jeans; Jeff Pyne’s knife; Jeff Pyne’s cell phone; and the wood pallet.
She did find a blood stain on a second silver handle from the laundry room blood. The only other items
that contained blood were Ruth Pyne’s fingernail clippings and her hairs, which were not tested by
Anderson.
Anderson explained that at first, the wood pallet showed a possible presence of blood. However,
another more comprehensive test was performed on the pallet, and it was negative.
In October 2011, Anderson began DNA analysis on the items which had blood on them. She then
compared the blood on the items to Ruth Pyne’s known blood. It was found that there was “no DNA
that was foreign to Ruth Pyne” on the fingernail clippings and hairs. The blood from the laundry tub
handle and the side garage door also matched the profile of Ruth Pyne’s blood. Anderson also did
statistical analysis of Ruth’s DNA profile, and found it to be extremely rare.
Cross-examination of Erica Anderson
Anderson clarified that the wooden pallet first tested positive for blood, but then tested negative when
a more comprehensive test was used.
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Anderson stated that she never had any discussions with police about the possibility of submitting Ruth
Pyne’s clothes as evidence.
In January 2012, Anderson returned the hairs back to the agency as they were determined to be not
suitable for DNA nuclear analysis. The lab held onto these hairs for several months, until both the
technical and administrative reviews were completed.
Champion asked if Anderson has tests to determine the age of blood found on the handles. She replied
that she has no idea how old the blood, or how long the blood had been on the faucet.
Anderson told the court that she examined Jeff Pyne’s knife very closely, swabbing the entire knife and
concentrating on the crevices. She found absolutely no sign of blood anywhere on the knife.
Prosecutor Skrzynski then questioned Anderson and asked her how she determined the colors of the
hair submitted. She replied that parts of the hair that were not colored by blood appeared to be light
brown. She admitted that she did not examine the hair under the microscope.
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Former teacher Diane Needham talks about Jeff Pyne’s alibi - November 30, 2012
Diane Needham, a key witness in Jeffrey Pyne’s murder trial, took the stand today and told the jury her
version of events related to the case. Diane has known Jeff for many years, and most recently Jeffrey
Pyne worked for Diane Needham for a few years as a part-time yard worker and handyman.
In addition, a former Freedom Works employee and a neighbor of Diane Needham testified this
afternoon.
Pyne, 22, is a college student from Michigan accused of murdering his mentally ill mother Ruth Pyne.
Ruth had previously been violent towards Jeffrey and his younger sister Julia. Jeffrey continues to
maintain his innocence, and his family, friends and community support him.
Diane Needham takes the stand
Late morning, Prosecutor Skrzynski called Diane Needham to the stand.
Diane Needham stated that she first met Jeffrey Pyne when Ruth Pyne used to bring Jeffrey into the
church library where she worked. He was six or seven years old at the time. Diane did not know Ruth
Pyne well, though she met her many times.
Diane testified that Ruth was quite talkative when visiting the library. Ruth had strong Biblical values and
tended to control conversations. Diane never questioned her, as she felt that it would “do more harm
than good.” Diane also said that Ruth often expressed her strong belief in abstinence from pre-marital
sex.
In spring 2008, Ruth Pyne invited Diane to the Pyne house for dinner. Diane noticed that her house was
very clean and the dinner was well-prepared. She also noticed that Ruth did most of the talking during
the dinner. At that time, Diane wondered “what Ruth did to her family” since they didn’t seem to enjoy
being with each other. It seemed like a dysfunctional situation to Diane.
In fall 2008, Ruth Pyne asked if she could come to Diane’s house and help dig up gladiolas. That day,
Ruth talked to Diane about the troubles she had making friends. Diane stated that she was quite
concerned about Ruth due to that conversation.
Diane got to know Jeffrey better when she taught Geography at West Highland Christian Academy when
Jeff was in 10th grade. He was an excellent student and loved Geography.
Jeff started working for Diane Needham
Diane’s husband died in March 2006, and she asked the school for volunteers to help her in her five acre
yard. Bernie Pyne volunteered his son Jeffrey, and Jeff started doing Diane’s lawn maintenance.
Jeff continued to work for Diane. In July 2010, Diane called Jeff to do a job for her. At that time, Jeff told
Diane that Ruth had come after him with a knife and had been taken away to an institution. Jeff also
told Diane that Ruth thought that she no longer needed the medication. Diane stated that Jeff seemed
to be coping very well with the situation of his mother’s illness.
In March 2011, Diane noticed that Jeff did not seem to be doing well. While he was working, he seemed
very unhappy and pre-occupied with something else. Diane did not know why he was sad, but thought
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perhaps he was having problems with his girlfriend. She wanted to talk to him about his problems, but
never got around to it.
On May 3rd, 2011, Diane Needham went to South Carolina. She was due back around May 19th. She
asked Jeff to get her mail, and also left him a list of jobs to do while she was gone. On that list, she asked
him to transplant five lilac bushes. She prepaid him $250 to do the jobs on the list.
Jeff usually crossed the jobs off Diane’s lists as he did them. The lists always stayed in Diane’s house on a
clipboard. When she returned from vacation in May 2011, none of the projects were crossed off the list.
Diane thinks that she was paying Jeffrey $10 per hour. She kept timesheets to track Jeff’s hours. Jeff
kept track of the hours, but the last day that he recorded his hours was May 2, 2011, before Diane left
on vacation. She was frustrated when she found out that Jeff did not log his hours while she was gone.
She asked Jeff at Ruth’s funeral why he didn’t keep track of his hours, and he shrugged and said that he
was keeping track in his head.
Diane discussed the famous lilac bushes
Prosecutor Skrzynski then showed detailed slides of Diane’s house and yard, including a picture of the
five lilac bushes which Jeff transplanted to the side of the driveway. Diane estimated that it would take
at least 25 minutes to transplant those bushes.
Diane returned to town around May 19th and saw that the bushes were not planted. She did not see
Jeff for several days. However, on Monday, May 23rd, Diane was babysitting her grandson. When she
came home, she noticed that the bushes were planted and the grass was cut. Jeff did not cross this job
off the list, and did not write down any hours that he worked that day.
Jeff had also started to prime Diane’s basement for her. When Diane came back into town, she did not
go into the basement because Jeff had taken down the handrail for the paint job.
On Saturday, May 28th Diane went to the basement and saw that the basement was partially primed. It
looked like he had primed “windows” and left large squares unprimed on the wall. Jeff had also moved
furniture, cleaned, and put down tarp.
On Friday, May 27th, Diane left home around 8:30 am and went to her daughter’s house to babysit her
grandchildren. Her daughter lives one mile away. Diane came back home around 5 or 5:30 that day. She
saw no evidence that Jeff had been to her house that day.
While she was babysitting for her grandchildren on May 27th, Diane received a voice mail from Jeff
around 2:41. This was the first time that she heard from him since before her trip on May 3rd. She told
the court that the sheriff made a copy of this recorded message.
Prosecutor Skrzynski then played this one-minute message for the jury to hear. In the message, Jeff
stated that he had been at Diane’s house a few times this past week and hadn’t seen her. He also told
Diane that he was at her house for about an hour that day doing some cleaning up. He does not mention
lilac bushes. The time on the phone message was 2:41.
Skrzynski asked Diane if Jeff made it a habit to call her and report on his work. She replied that she did
not recall. The prosecutor then “refreshed her memory” with the testimony she gave during the grand
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jury proceedings. She finally stated that it was not usual for Jeff to call her “like that.” The prosecutor
asked her to explain, and Diane said that it was unusual because the message was so detailed.
Diane said that she was confused by Jeff’s message because Jeff had been asked to pick up the mail
during her vacation, and she had been home for a few days getting her own mail.
Diane called Jeff back twice later that afternoon, but he did not reply as the police had already taken his
phone.
Diane found out Saturday night May 28th that Ruth Pyne had been murdered. Her neighbor came over
to tell her the news and to give her a message from the police. She called the police back and arranged a
meeting with them.
Diane said that when she heard the news about Ruth, she was scared for Jeff due to how strong-willed
Ruth was.
Jeff called Diane on Sunday May 29th, and left a message for Diane to call him back. She called him and
Jeff told Diane that his mother had been murdered. He was very upset and was crying. He was difficult
to understand. He told Diane that he would let her know about the funeral arrangements.
Diane couldn’t remember some details due to time passed
Diane was not able to recall answers to many of the prosecutor’s questions since so much time had
passed. Prosecutor Skrzynski asked again if it would help her memory if he showed her the grand jury
testimony. Diane looked at the testimony and replied that it would not refresh her memory. The
prosecutor then asked if she testified under oath to the grand jury. Diane stated that she thought she
did, at least to the best of her ability.
Diane stated that she attended the viewing of Ruth Pyne’s body at Lynch and Sons Funeral Home. She
saw Jeffrey at the funeral home and he was very agitated.
She spoke to Jeff at the funeral home, and all she can recall is that he told her he was upset with the
investigation. He told her that the police weren’t doing a good job because there were many possible
suspects and they wouldn’t look into any of them. The one example Jeff gave which Diane can recall was
the lawn mowing crew.
Diane also attended the funeral and saw Jeff, Ruth and Bernie at the funeral. At the funeral, she asked
Jeff if he still insisted that he planted the lilacs on Friday. He said yes and she told him “we need to talk
about that.” Jeff told Diane that he needed a couple of weeks and then he would get back to helping her
around the house.
A couple of weeks later, Diane invited Jeff to dinner as she wanted to discuss some issues with him. She
planned to ask him about the lilac bushes and she wanted to find out why he hadn’t been writing down
his hours.
Jeff accepted the invitation, but then left a voicemail cancelling the dinner since something came up. Jeff
told Diane that they would do it another time. However, he never called her back and he never came
over anymore to cut her lawn.
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Diane Needham said that Jeffrey Pyne had a key to the front door of her house, but she changed the
locks around July 2011.
The prosecutor asked Diane if she ever saw Jeff with a knife and she replied no. The prosecutor again
asked if he could refresh her memory and showed her the grand jury testimony. She read the testimony,
and said that she still did not recall that she told the grand jury that she had seen Jeff with a knife in the
past.
Cross-examination of Diane Needham
During cross-examination, Diane told the court that Jeffrey usually helped her around the yard three
seasons of the year. He began working in 2006 after Diane’s husband died. At that time, Bernie
volunteered Jeff to help Diane with yard work at her former residence, which consisted of five acres on
Stone Barn Road.
Champion asked if Diane knew that Jeff had been told by attorneys not to talk to witnesses about the
case. She did not.
Diane told Champion that she went to South Carolina in May 2011 to visit her two sons. She does not
recall which jobs were on the list that she left for Jeffrey. She destroyed the list of jobs, and stated that
the police never asked to see that list.
Champion asked if Diane had asked Jeff to hedge some flower beds, mow the grass and put down
mulch. Diane replied that she was not sure. She did know that she had asked Jeff to prime the basement
and get her mail while she was gone, but she wasn’t sure if those duties were on Jeff’s to do list.
Diane testified that from March through May, she used Jeffrey more often. She cares very much for him
and wanted to make sure that Jeffrey had gas money during the times when he wasn’t busy at his two
seasonal jobs.
Diane agreed with Champion that it was possible that the mail had not arrived yet by mid-afternoon on
Friday May 27th. Diane also stated that occasionally in the past, her daughter retrieved her mail for her.
Diane believed that Jeff sounded concerned for her in the message when he called her at 2:41 on May
27th. She called him back twice because she wanted to add something to the first voice message she
had left him. Diane could not recall what she said in either of the voicemails she left for Jeff.
At the funeral, Jeff did a eulogy for his mother. Jeff talked about Ruth tucking him into bed when he was
little, and how she was a great cook and gardener. He told the people at the funeral that Ruth passed on
his love of learning and love of gardening to him, which is part of the reason that he liked working at
Spicer’s Farms.
Diane stated that Bernie Pyne also did a eulogy. She felt that Bernie’s remarks in the eulogy were offcolor. Diane remembered that Eunice Sanford, the principal of the Christian school, also attended the
funeral.
Diane told the court that the police searched her house and did not find anything. The police also asked
her if she had any tools or other items missing. She did not.
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Champion asked her if she was absolutely sure that Jeffrey did not plant the lilac bushes on Friday. Diane
said that she was sure. Champion then asked if she trusted her memory. She said that she does have a
forgetful memory, but she hasn’t forgotten that.
Diane was asked if Jeffrey was the kind of person who cared about people. Diane replied yes. Champion
then asked if it was possible that Jeffrey called her because he wasn’t sure if she was back yet. Diane
admitted that could be possible.
Diane had asked Jeff to clean the paint brushes and rollers in the upstairs sink. When she went into the
basement on May 28th, she saw that Jeff had left these items in the basement and the paint was dried
up.
Diane admitted that Jeffrey may have been at her house on May 27th because she didn’t usually lock
her front door. On this day, her front door was locked when she returned, and Jeff always locked the
door when he left.
Champion asked if Jeff had earned the $250 that she prepaid him, and she replied “I honestly don’t
know.”
Champion then asked Diane Needham if she knew who killed Ruth Pyne. “No, I don’t,” she replied..
Freedom Works employee Andrew Goble testifies
Andrew Goble, 24, was the next witness called to the stand. In May 2011. Andrew worked for Freedom
Works, an organization that employs mentally and physically handicapped individuals.
On May 27th, 2011, Andrew and one other shift leader brought seven of these mentally handicapped
individuals (“consumers”) to complete lawn maintenance jobs. Each of these consumers was in their
40’s.
Andrew’s entire job was to make sure the consumers worked on task and stayed safe. He was
responsible for making sure that he was watching the consumers at all times, and he takes a headcount
every five minutes. He said that it was absolutely impossible for one of the consumers to slip away while
on the job.
The prosecutor showed Goble a pile of papers from Freedom Works, which consisted of the schedule of
jobs for May 2011. Goble testified that on May 27th, he worked with his crew at a house on Burwood
for 45 minutes in the morning. They then went to another job nearby on Bluebriar Court, which they left
by 12:00.
Goble stated that at about noon on May 27th, the crew did not have any more lawn maintenance jobs,
so they went back to the shop to work until their workday ended.
Don MacKinnon, Needham’s neighbor, testifies
The prosecutor then called Don MacKinnon, Diane Needham’s neighbor, to the stand. MacKinnon stated
that he has met Jeffrey Pyne twice. Once he talked to Jeff when Don came over to help Jeff start a riding
mower that Don had sold to Diane Needham. Don has seen Jeffrey and his car at Diane Needham’s
house many times.
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Don was home on May 27th, and was outside from 10 or 11 until 3:00. He was helping his next door
neighbor put up a pool.
Don stated that he did not see Jeffrey Pyne or his car at Diane Needham’s house on May 27th. He
thought that he saw Jeff cutting Mrs. Needham’s grass on Monday, and he remembered that on
Tuesday he noticed that the lilac bushes were planted.
On May 28th, police came to question Don. He told them the same thing that he just told the jury. The
police officer gave Don his business card and asked Don to have Diane Needham call police. Later that
evening, Don saw Diane’s daughter pull up, and he went over and gave Diane the news that the officer
wanted to talk to her.
Don stated that he could usually hear Jeff’s car since it was an older car and louder than most cars. He
did not hear or see Jeff’s car on May 27th.
Cross–examination of Don MacKinnon
Don MacKinnon told champion that he and Andy worked on the pool all day. Several of Andy’s friends
came to help later in the day.
Champion asked him if he was sure that Jeffrey Pyne wasn’t at Diane Needham’s house on May 27th.
Don replied that he was busy helping his friend, but that he notices Jeff’s car when it comes into the
neighborhood.
Court adjourned for the day and will not be in session again until Monday, December 10.
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Student’s former girlfriend testifies in mom/murder trial - December 10, 2012
Several witnesses took the stand today for the prosecutor in Jeffrey Pyne’s murder trial.
These witnesses included yet another forensic scientist as well as a neighbor of Diane Needham. In
addition, it was the beginning of lengthy testimony by Holly Freeman, Jeff Pyne’s former girlfriend.
Pyne, 22, is a University of Michigan biology student accused of murdering Ruth Pyne, his mentally ill
mother last year. Ruth Pyne had previously been violent towards Jeffrey and his younger sister Julia.
Jeffrey continues to maintain his innocence, and his family, friends and community support him.
Needham’s neighbor Andrew Lesnew takes the stand
The trial finally began late morning, when Prosecutor Skrzynski called Andrew Lesnew, a neighbor of
Diane Needham, to the stand.
Lesnew was constructing his pool on May 27, 2011 with his neighbor Don MacKinnon. He worked from
10:15 am until about 7:30 or 8:00 that night. At one time during the morning, Lesnew and MacKinnon
went to MacKinnon’s house for a few minutes to get a shovel.
Lesnew knew Jeffrey Pyne from some of the times he saw Jeff working at Diane Needham’s house. He
recognizes Jeff Pyne’s car and stated that Jeff usually parked up close to the garage, in the far right of
the three bays in front of the garage. Lesnew said that Jeff’s muffler was loud.
Lesnew stated that he did not see or hear Jeffrey’s car anytime on May 27. He does remember that Jeff
was mowing the lawn on Monday or Tuesday earlier that week, but does not remember that he saw Jeff
doing any digging. He does remember that he first saw the lilac bushes planted on Tuesday May 24.
This witness testified that he has a clear view of Mrs. Needham’s driveway and the front of her house.
The tree in-between Lesnew’s house and Mrs. Needham’s house doesn’t have branches until it's about
13 feet off the ground, so it does not block the view.
Cross-examination of Andrew Lesnew
Lesnew stated that he sees Mrs. Needham frequently, but doesn’t talk to her much. He said that Mrs.
Needham usually parks in the far left bay in front of the house.
Later in the afternoon of May 27, Lesnew’s father and some of his friends put in some of the walls of the
pool. At one time, there were seven people building the pool. Lesnew said that even though they
worked very hard on the pool, he would have seen and heard Jeffrey Pyne if he was at Needham’s house
that day.
Lesnew said that he was not testifying that Jeff was not at Needham’s house, but only stating that he did
not see Jeff there on that day. He also stated that he does not know who killed Ruth Pyne.
Forensic scientist Heather Vitta testifies
Heather Vitta is a forensic scientist supervisor at the Michigan State Police Crime Lab. She received a
package on October 16, 2012 which contained a small box with evidence inside. The items included a
tube of Ruth Pyne’s blood and a number of hairs, each individually packaged and identified.
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Vitta had previously looked at the hairs and determined that she did not think that there would be any
DNA present on the hairs. At that time, the hairs were sent to the mitochondrial DNA testing lab.
Personnel from that lab washed and separated the hairs, and eventually sent the package back to the
crime lab, asking for further analysis on the one hair root.
Vitta was asked to do nuclear DNA testing on one particular hair which appeared to still have the root
attached. She stated that a hair has to be forcibly removed from the head in order for the root to be
present.
Vitta examined the hair in question with a magnifying glass, and proceeded with the extraction process.
After completing all of her scientific studies, she found that she was unable to recover any DNA from
this particular hair.
Cross–examination of Vitta
Vitta told Champion that she only tested one hair root. There was no scalp material attached. She had
no information on whose hair root this was, and her DNA analysis did not reveal any information.
Jeff’s former girlfriend Holly Freeman takes the stand
Holly Freeman, Jeff’s former girlfriend, took the stand as several college-aged spectators entered the
courtroom to support her.
Holly testified that she was Jeff Pyne’s serous girlfriend for about two years, and had talked with Jeff
about marriage and kids. She is no longer involved in a relationship with Jeff.
Holly started dating Jeff in 2008, and thinks that she first had a lengthy conversation with Ruth Pyne in
late 2008 at a family dinner. She said it was a normal family dinner other than the fact that Ruth was
very hyper. For example, she spoke and moved very quickly. Holly also noticed at one point that Bernie
took Ruth into another room, and Jeff Pyne later told Holly that his father was trying to calm Ruth down.
Jeff eventually did explain Ruth’s illness to Holly, but would not go into details with her often. When she
asked, he would get emotional and cry about his mother’s illness, so she didn’t ask him about his mother
very often.
At one point in the relationship, Jeff told Holly that his family did not support Jeff’s relationship with
Holly because she did not share their religious beliefs. She did not consider herself to be a Christian. It
bothered Jeff that his family did not support the relationship, but it did not keep him from continuing to
see Holly. Jeff told Holly that this was the first time he had ever defied his mother.
Holly stated that she and Jeff dated for about a year before they began having a sexual relationship. She
said that Ruth became aware that Jeff and Holly were having a sexual relationship. Ruth told Jeff that
she was very disappointed in him. She also told Jeff that she didn’t believe Holly was a virgin.
Holly was upset that Jeff had admitted to his mother that she and Jeff were having sex, as she didn’t feel
that it was Ruth’s business. She was also upset at Jeff for repeating the virgin remark, and told Jeff to
“screw him and his mother.” She considered leaving Jeffrey at this time, but didn’t.
“Jeff broke down often over his mother”
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Holly stated that Jeffrey Pyne was usually quiet and reserved, and would try to brush off the things that
bothered him. However, these things often built up, and he would end up crying. This happened often
when he was drinking. His tears were almost always about his mother. For example, there were times
when he got upset that Ruth Pyne had hit Jeffrey or expressed anger over Jeff’s relationship with Holly.
Holly stated that Jeff loved his mother very much. At one time, she recalled him standing in her garage
talking to her. At that time, Jeff told Holly that if he could take the illness away from his mother, he
would.
Jeff’s constant emotional turmoil was too much for Holly to handle, as it affected her. She told Jeff that
she wasn’t sure she could handle it anymore. She told him to “man up or she would leave him.” After
that, Jeff talked less about his mother, and cried less.
Holly stated that it upset Jeff that his mother did not take her medicines. Jeff also told Holly that Ruth
was storing knives in the headboard of her bed.
There were also times when Jeff expressed to Holly that he had concern for his sister Julia. Ruth was
homeschooling Julia, and had homeschooled Jeff in the past. Holly told Jeff that Ruth should not be
homeschooling Julia, or even be alone with her.
Jeff told Holly that his mother had been violent towards him. One time, Ruth hit Jeff in the face when
she was convinced that Jeff had stolen her debit card. Jeff also told Holly that in 2010, Bernie was
“provoking Ruth” about her not taking medication, and she spit in his face. Jeff went into the room and
told his mom to “just take your damn medicine” and Ruth then got up out of the bed and attacked Jeff.
This is when Ruth was jailed and hospitalized. Holly believed that Ruth was institutionalized 2-3 times
during their relationship.
Bernie Pyne considers divorcing Ruth
Some time in 2010, Jeff Pyne started mentioning to Holly that Bernie Pyne was going to be divorcing
Ruth. Holly believed that Jeff supported the idea of divorce because Ruth kept going through the same
cycle and not improving. .
Jeff told Holly that Bernie was moving money into different accounts so that Ruth would not get any of
the money if they divorced. Holly believes that Bernie put about $14,000 in each of Jeff’s and Julia’s
bank accounts.
Jeff wanted to move out, but his father kept promising that he would get a divorce. Jeff became more
frustrated as his father would not go through with the divorce. When Jeff would ask Bernie about the
divorce, he would get “screamed at.” Jeff often expressed frustration over his lack of control over the
entire situation, including the fact that he couldn’t control whether Julia would home school, or whether
or not Bernie would divorce Ruth.
Jeff told Holly that he was going to move out of his parents’ house if Bernie didn’t divorce Ruth by
summer. He mentioned possibly using money which was in his account, which belonged to Bernie.
However, both Jeff and Holly were concerned about that possibility since Bernie had a temper and
would be angry if Jeff moved out and used the money.
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Jeff and Holly spent most of their time at Holly’s house, as Jeff didn’t like being at his house. While they
were together, if Jeff wasn’t at work or school, he was with Holly.
Holly and Jeff break up
Prosecutor Skrzynski asked Holly what happened in March 2011. At this point, Holly became very
emotional and was unable to talk for a short while. Jeff’s lawyer objected several times, but the line of
questioning was allowed to continue.
Holly testified that Jeff cheated on her in March 2011. She was so shocked at his lie, and felt that she
could no longer trust him. He had lied so effortlessly to her, her family and her friends. He had looked
into her eyes and created an entire elaborate story to cover his tracks. To her, Jeff was the perfect son
and the perfect boyfriend, and she felt totally shocked and betrayed by him.
After that, Holly did not speak with Jeff for about a month. When they did meet in April, he did not look
well. He was pale and thin and told her that he was miserable and depressed without her and had
become physically sick over the breakup. Holly decided that she might forgive Jeff, as he made a bad
mistake and she wanted to give him another shot.
After Holly and Jeff spoke, they started to slowly see each other again. However, Jeff knew that they
were not officially a couple anymore, and that he would have to “jump through hoops” to get Holly
back.
Ruth Pyne is killed
Jeff texted Holly “I love you” about 11:40 or 11:50 on May 27. She didn’t hear from him again until
around 2:00 am on May 28, when Jeff called Holly from his aunt’s phone. At that time, Jeff told Holly: “I
just wanted to tell you that I’m okay, my dad’s okay, and Julia’s ok.” He then paused and said “my mom
is dead.”
Holly stated that Jeff was totally calm and was not crying. Most of the conversation was silence. She did
ask Jeff “how?” as she thought that Ruth committed suicide. Jeff replied “they’re saying it’s homicide.”
On Saturday, May 28, Jeff came to Holly’s house around 8:00 pm. As soon as he got into the Freeman’s
garage, Jeff got down on his knees and started crying. Holly took Jeff up to her room.
She was holding him when she noticed the bandages on his hands. She let go of him and asked “what’s
that?” Jeff told Holly that his hands were caught in a pallet. Holly responded “that doesn’t look like a
pallet could do that.”
At this point, the judge stated that it was time to stop for lunch. Holly Freeman will continue her
testimony this afternoon.
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Bernie and Jeff Pyne’s former girlfriends talk more in student’s murder trial December 10, 2012
Holly Freeman, Jeffrey Pyne’s former girlfriend, continued to testify this afternoon in the murder trial
against the former Christian school valedictorian. In addition, another girl that Jeff dated testified, as did
the former girlfriend of Jeffrey Pyne's father Bernie.
Pyne, 22, is a University of Michigan biology student accused of murdering his mentally ill mother last
year. Ruth Pyne had previously been violent towards Jeffrey and his younger sister Julia.
Jeffrey continues to maintain his innocence, and his family, friends and community support him.
Jeff’s former girlfriend continues her testimony
Holly Freeman, Jeffrey Pyne’s former girlfriend, continued testifying. Holly started the afternoon by
talking about her conversation with Jeff when he came to her house on the night after his mother was
murdered.
That night, Jeffrey told Holly that on the day of the murder, he had helped his mom put groceries away
before leaving his house at 1:30 pm. He also told Holly that at one point during the day, Ruth was sitting
in the house reading a book, and that Ruth was in her bedroom when Jeff left at 1:30 pm.
Jeff told Holly that he then went to Mrs. Needham’s house before going to work at Spicer’s. Jeff had told
her before that he was doing transplanting work at Mrs. Needham’s, but she could not recall exactly
which plants he mentioned transplanting. Jeff had previously indicated to Holly that he was wondering
about Mrs. Needham, as he hadn’t seen her and she was supposed to be home from vacation by May
19.
That night, Holly questioned Jeff about his hand injuries, and told him that it did not look good that no
one could verify his whereabouts when his hands had blisters. Jeff answered “I know.” Holly then asked
him if he got into a fight or something with his mother, and Jeff replied “are you looking at me?” Holly
said that Jeff looked at her as if to say “why would you think that?” However, Jeffrey did not answer her.
Holly told Jeff that he better call Mrs. Needham. He promised her that he would. She asked him to take
off his bandages, and Jeffrey did not hesitate at all. He was not hiding his hands.
At Ruth Pyne’s funeral, Holly spoke to Jeff. She also continued to hang out with him after Ruth’s death,
but it was more in a consoling friendship way, and they were no longer in a relationship. In addition,
Holly’s parents expressed to Holly that if she was going to continue to see Jeff, she only see him when
her parents were both home.
During this time period after his mother’s death, Jeff was way more talkative than he had ever been in
their entire relationship. He was also excited about his new job. “Personally, I felt that he was mourning
his mother, but in a different way than most,” Holly explained.
Holly made the decision to stop seeing Jeff when she was called to testify in front of the grand jury. She
had previously told him before that she wanted minimal involvement in the case.
Cross-examination of Holly Freeman
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James Champion, Jeff Pyne’s attorney, cross-examined Holly Freeman.
Holly stated that her father is Mark Freeman, Holly Township Treasurer. She estimated that it is about
15-20 minutes from the Pyne’s house to Freeman’s house. Holly is the general manager of Dairy Queen,
and was attending OCC for a computer information degree. She is now attending U of M Flint for a more
advanced degree.
Holly met Jeff on MySpace.com when she was about 19. They met in the parking lot at Cornerstone
Church. On their first date, they went to the movies and got pizza.
Holly replied that when she went to the Pyne’s house for dinner, Ruth Pyne showed Holly some baby
pictures of Jeff. At that dinner, Holly did not think that Ruth was mentally ill. She just thought that Ruth
might be hyper because she was nervous to have Jeff’s girlfriend over for dinner.
While they were at a tavern in Fenton, Jeffrey told Holly that his mother was mentally ill. He explained
further by saying that when she was sick, Ruth had a weird laugh, would talk under her breath, and
would race up and down the stairs.
Holly explained to Champion that she told the grand jury that she “preferred a crier to an asshole.” She
meant that many men take their anger out on others, but Jeff was sensitive and never got angry. In fact,
Holly has hit Jeff a couple of times when she was angry, and he has never hit her back. In addition, Jeff
told Holly that he did not ever physically hurt or strike Ruth Pyne, even when Ruth attacked him.
“So you wanted Jeff to ‘man up’ but not be too much of a man, right?” quipped Champion. Holly replied
that it wasn’t the crying that bothered her. It was the depth of Jeff’s emotion that she couldn’t handle.
Holly stated that she thought that Bernie Pyne was a jerk, because he was very hard on Jeff and Julia,
and he had a temper. For example, Jeff told Holly that Julia would not practice piano in front of Bernie
because Bernie was so critical of Julia.
Holly never heard of Ruth Pyne attacking Julia, other than one time Jeff told her that Ruth had raised her
hand to Julia. At the time, either Bernie or Jeff walked in the room to stop Ruth from hitting Julia.
Jeff and Holly were both busy, but found time to date because Jeff could come and go as he pleased
while working at Mrs. Needham’s house. Jeff told Holly that Mrs. Needham had left him a list of jobs
while she was on vacation, including priming the basement.
Holly stated that during their entire relationship, she never saw or heard of Jeff driving around with any
alcohol in the car.
Holly thought Bernie Pyne may have killed Ruth
Holly told Champion that she originally thought that Bernie Pyne killed Ruth. Holly thought this because
she knew that Bernie wanted Ruth out of his life, and because Jeff had told Holly that Bernie didn’t want
to pay alimony.
Holly also knew that Bernie was seeing another woman, as Jeff had told her about a time when Bernie
was in M59-West Bar with his lady friend, and Ruth found out about it and confronted him.
Holly told Champion that Bernie had called Jeff the night after the murder while Jeff was at Holly’s
house. After he took the call, Jeffrey told Holly that his dad asked him to go to his house and pick up
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medicine for Julia, who was staying with her dad at relatives’ house. Jeff left for a short while and
returned. At the time, Holly thought that it was a strange request from Bernie, and did not think it was a
good idea for Jeff to go back to his house.
Holly told Champion that before the murder, she felt that things were going well with Jeffrey, and that
they had a good chance of getting back together.
Holly met several of Jeff’s extended relatives for the first time at the funeral when she was standing next
to him.
“You don’t know who killed Ruth Pyne, do you?” finished Champion.
“No, sir, I do not,” replied Holly Freeman.
Tonia Moore testifies
Tonya Moore, 23, first met Jeffrey Pyne in class at the University of Michigan-Flint in September 2010.
They were in two classes and two labs together, and they also realized that they lived just a mile apart
from each other.
Tonia carpooled to school with Jeffrey for a few weeks. Around the beginning of October, Jeffrey and
Tonya went on a date to a bowling alley. Shortly after that, Tonia ended the carpool arrangement
because Jeff wanted things to be more serious, and she just wanted a friendship. Jeff never spoke to
Tonia about a girlfriend. In fact, he told Tonia that he did not have a girlfriend.
While Tonia and Jeffrey were driving together, they discussed Ruth Pyne. Jeff told Tonia that Ruth Pyne
was bipolar and did not take her medication, which caused problems. Jeff also told Tonia that it was
tough living with his mother. Tonia suggested to Jeff that he move out, but Jeff expressed concern over
leaving his sister Julia with his mother.
In November 2010, Tonia hadn’t seen Jeff in class for a couple of weeks. She called him to see if
everything was okay. Jeff told Tonia that he wasn’t attending class because things were tough at home.
Jeff also mentioned to Tonia that he was relieved that his father was going to divorce his mother.
James Champion then asked Tonia Moore if she knows who killed Ruth Pyne. She replied that no, she
did not know.
Bernie Pyne’s former girlfriend testifies
Renee Ginell took the stand next. Renee was married to a man who was bipolar. Renee was separated
from him for several years, and they divorced in 2011.
Renee Ginell was managing a health supplement store when Bernard Pyne would come into the store as
a customer. They had many conversations, and realized that they had a lot in common regarding their
mentally ill spouses. They became great friends and had a lot of fun together. At one time, when Ruth
was hospitalized, Bernie was desperate for a babysitter, so Renee came over for a couple of hours to
watch Julia.
Towards the end of 2009, Bernard and Renee started going out together for drinks, motorcycle rides,
etc. Around the fall of 2010, they took their relationship to the next level, and towards the end of 2010
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they started a sexual relationship. Renee remembers that all this happened close to the time when
Renee was let go from her job due to the economy.
During the holidays of 2010, Bernie himself delivered divorce papers to Renee’s husband without
disclosing their relationship. Bernie told Renee that he had discussed divorce with Ruth, and that he
planned to serve Ruth with divorce papers in January 2011. Bernie told Renee that after the divorce,
Ruth was going to move in with her father in Florida. Renee was under the impression that once their
divorces were both final, she and Bernie would be together.
In January 2011, Bernie helped Renee obtain a security job at General Motors through his sister Gayle,
who was a security director at GM. Renee started working in Wixom, and then transferred to the
Proving Grounds where Bernie worked.
In mid-January 2011, Bernie and Renee met at the Best Western Hotel in Hartland. They were going to
eat at M59-West Bar/Restaurant in Highland, and planned to return to the hotel after dinner. While they
were drinking, Renee noticed a mother and child come in and sit down. A few minutes later, this lady
approached the table and Renee realized that it was Ruth.
Ruth Pyne greeted her husband and asked who Renee was. Julia was sitting at the next table. Renee was
shocked to see that Ruth was beautiful, composed and well-dressed. She had pictured Ruth to be
catatonic, and thought that Ruth was not allowed to be alone with Julia.
Ruth left the table without any incident, and told Bernie she'd see him at home. Then, Bernie turned to
Renee and said “wow that was awkward, but it was bound to happen sooner or later.”
Renee "chugged" her drink and left the bar. Bernie chased Renee out of the bar and tried to calm the
situation. Renee got into her car, and Bernie got in next to her. She drove Bernie back to his car without
talking to him. Renee was very angry at the situation, and left Bernie at his car in the hotel parking lot.
Renee told Bernie that she wanted to be far away from him and from the situation.
In the future days, Bernie sent some nasty texts to Renee, stating that he was upset that Renee had
used him. After awhile, Bernie calmed down and they continued to text back and forth. On Valentine’s
Day, Bernie sent her a dozen roses.
Around that time, Renee’s father developed leukemia and was very sick before he died. Therefore,
Renee was pre-occupied, and didn’t care about Bernie at that time.
When Renee heard about the murder in May, she and her sons became very concerned that Bernie had
killed Ruth. However, Renee did not think Bernie was capable of murder.
After the murder, Bernie continued to try to communicate to Renee, but she was advised by the police
to discontinue communications with him. Renee Ginell then asked Bernie Pyne to stop texting and
calling her, and he did.
Cross-examination of Bernie Pyne’s girlfriend
Renee Ginell told Jeff’s attorney, James Champion, that she no longer works at the GM Proving Grounds.
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Renee also told the court that her ex-husband was an alcoholic in addition to being bipolar. Her husband
was violent, and was convicted of a domestic violence felony against Renee several years ago. In that
instance, Renee almost lost her life.
Renee has three children, ages 22, 20 and 17. Renee’s oldest son is also bipolar, and had to be
committed after pulling a knife on his brother. He was also committed previously for heroin addiction.
Renee would not let her bipolar son live with her after the second time he was released from the
hospital. At the time, her son is living and working with his father.
Prosecutor Skrzynski objected to Champion asking about Renee’s son, and asked the relevance of his
questioning. Champion replied that his client is being charged with the most serious of crimes, and one
defense is that police did not research any other possible suspects, including Renee’s son.
Renee told Champion that her children really liked Bernie, but after the murder they became very
paranoid and did not want to see Bernie ever again. They were with their dad at the time the murder
coverage was on television, and called her from their cell phones concerned for her safety.
When she was in need, Bernard helped Renee out with bills, car repairs etc She thinks that Bernie gave
her about $3,000 - $5,000. Bernie also helped Renee fix things around the house.
Renee met Jeff a couple of times, and heard a lot about him. She thought that Jeffrey was very nice and
attentive. She also felt that Bernie and Ruth must have done something right while raising Jeffrey, since
Jeff went to school and did so well compared to her own sons, who struggled.
The trial was adjourned for the day, and there will be a half day of court tomorrow.
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Juror passes out during gruesome medical testimony in Pyne murder trial December 11, 2012
The murder trial of Jeffrey Pyne was recessed for a while this afternoon after a juror passed out during
gruesome testimony from The Oakland County Medical Examiner’s office.
Pyne, 22, is a University of Michigan-Flint biology student accused of murdering his mentally ill mother
last year Ruth Pyne.
Jeffrey continues to maintain his innocence, and his family, friends and community support him.
Medical Examiner testifies
Dr. Ruben Ortiz-Reyes testified that he performs about 300 autopsies per year while working as a
forensic doctor for the Oakland County Medical Examiner’s Office. He explained that he examines the
bodies, and then issues an autopsy protocol report for every exam.
Ortiz-Reyes performed the autopsy of Ruth Pyne about 8:00 am on May 28, 2011, the morning after the
murder. Several police officers were present at the autopsy.
The doctor determined that Ruth was 5’6’ inches and weighed 135 pounds. Her hair measured up to
15.” He noted that Ruth’s body had suffered multiple blunt trauma as well as sharp injuries. There was
no evidence of sexual assault against Ruth Pyne.
Ortiz-Reyes testified that it is never possible to determine the exact time of death after the fact, like
they do in the movies.
Gruesome pictures
Prosecutor Skrzynski then showed the court some very gruesome pictures of Ruth Pyne.
The first set of pictures was taken of Ruth Pyne’s head, before and after it was shaved and washed. The
doctor noted at least four blows to the head, which were created with an object that had some sort of
edge on it. There was brain matter showing on the back left side of her head.
Ortiz-Reyes testified that these blows to the head would have knocked Ruth down and she would have
been unconscious, but she would have probably still been alive.
The prosecutor then showed picture of Ruth Pyne’s left arm, which showed blunt trauma that caused
fractures of her bones. Ortiz-Reyes stated that these injuries in her arm would have been caused By
Ruth holding her arm up in defense of herself.
At this point, there was commotion in the courtroom as one of the female jurors had passed out and
was slumped in her chair. She “came to” immediately, but was very woozy. Judge Leo Bowman asked
the juror a series of questions, and it was determined that she had no medical history that would cause
her to faint. She felt that she had passed out due to the nature of the pictures and possible dehydration.
After a half hour recess, the juror expressed that she felt better and did want to continue as a juror.
Judge Bowman told all jurors that they could keep water in the courtroom and that they should notify
him when they need a break.
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Trial continues with hydrated jurors
Ortiz-Reyes testified that the bruises on Ruth Pyne’s right hand were also defensive wounds. On the
right elbow was an injury that was possibly caused as she fell onto the floor. The left arm also had
defensive wounds. Both of Ruth’s knees had small abrasions that were possibly caused by her falling
onto her knees.
The front left of Ruth’s neck had several knife wounds. The way these injuries hemorrhaged indicated
that her heart was still pumping when she was stabbed.
Based on the number of wounds, it is Ortiz-Reyes’ opinion that the person who attacked Ruth Pyne was
upset and angry with her. He often sees these homicides in the case of people who know each other and
have a conflict.
In conclusion, Ortiz-Reyes believes that Ruth Pyne’s death was caused by multiple injuries from both the
blunt force and the sharp force. The manner of death was homicide by one of more persons.
Cross-examination of Ortiz-Reyes
James Champion, Jeff Pyne’s attorney, cross-examined Dr. Ortiz-Reyes.
Ortiz-Reyes told Champion that he did not go to the scene of the murder. He only goes to the scene of
the crime if the police or the investigator makes a request. The request is often made so that the body
can be examined before it is disturbed. Ruth Pyne’s body was disturbed since it was moved to the
Medical Examiner’s office. There are disadvantages to examining a body at the scene of the crime, as
the tools and machines for the autopsy are located in the Medical Examiner’s office.
Ortiz-Reyes stated that he does not know the number of attackers. Based on the injuries, Ruth did
attempt to fight her attacker. He does not know if the attacker(s) would have sustained injuries. He does
feel that it was very likely that blood was transferred to the attacker.
Champion asked if it was possible that Ruth Pyne had her attacker’s DNA underneath her fingernails.
Ortiz-Reyes stated that was possible, but he wasn’t aware of any DNA that was found. He also had no
idea what type of instrument was used. No splinters of wood or other foreign material were found
during the autopsy.
Ruth Pyne’s did not have any food in her stomach, and they do not check the intestines.
The doctor admitted to Champion that it is possible that the person who killed Ruth Pyne did not know
her.
Champion ended by asking the witness his standard question: “you don’t know who killed Ruth Pyne, do
you?”
“No I do not,” Ortiz-Reyes replied.
Court was adjourned until tomorrow afternoon.
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Both sides suddenly rest their cases in valedictorian murder trial - December 12,
2012
After powerful medical testimony and more arguments about blisters and repetitive facts, the
prosecutor and defense surprised many in the courtroom today when they both announced that they
were resting their cases in the murder trial of Jeffrey Pyne, 22.
Closing arguments will begin at 1:30 tomorrow afternoon, and most likely the jury will begin
deliberations some time on Friday.
Pyne is a University of Michigan-Flint biology student accused of murdering his mentally ill mother last
year. Ruth Pyne had previously been violent towards Jeffrey and his now 12-year-old sister Julia.
Jeffrey continues to maintain his innocence, and his family, friends and community support him.
This sudden end of witness testimony shocked many people because recently Prosecutor Skrzynski told
Judge Bowman that he had eighteen more witnesses.. Since then, only six out of eighteen of these
witnesses have testified.
The final witness for the prosecutor today was the Chief Medical Examiner for Oakland County.
Medical Examiner Lguisa Dragovic testifies
Prosecutor Skrzynski called Chief Medical Examiner Ljubisa Dragovic to the stand.
Champion immediately objected, stating that the court has already heard the medical evidence, and this
witness would just be repeating what previous witnesses have stated. The prosecutor replied that this
doctor will testify about more details, and will also testify about the wounds on Jeffrey Pyne’s hands.
The judge decided to allow the witness to testify.
Dragovic started by saying that a year ago, he was asked to review the findings of Dr. Ortiz-Reyes since
he is Ortiz-Reyes’ supervisor. Dragovic stated that he agreed with some of Ortiz-Reyes’ report, but he
did make an amendment due to some errors and disagreements. .
More of the gruesome pictures
Skrzynski then put the gruesome pictures up again, and Champion objected again, as everyone has
already seen the pictures. Again, the judge allowed Dragovic to continue.
Dragovic believes that Ruth Pyne’s head wounds were caused by a rectangular object, since the wounds
were two different sizes and the straight edges on the linear splits of the tissue had edges. The
prosecutor gave the example of a 2” by 4’ or a 1’ by 4” piece of wood. He stated that an object such as a
plumber’s wrench or a baseball bat could be excluded because the edges on those objects are not sharp.
Dragovic also stated that “a blow like this which destructs the integrity of the scalp is not rendered by a
pat or slap. It’s a heavy blow which entails substantial force.”
Champion brought up another objection, stating that this continues to be cumulative and repetitive
evidence.
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The judge then stated: “This is very close to being cumulative evidence.” He said that he allowed the
evidence because the prosecutor told him that there was more to be added. “However, I haven’t seen
that yet,” the judge stated, agreeing to give Skrzynski one more chance.
Dragovic then testified that the police brought Jeff Pyne’s folding knife to him several months back, and
he was asked if that type of knife is consistent with Ruth Pyne’s stab wounds. Dragovic stated that it was
consistent, but that he certainly couldn’t state that this particular knife caused the injuries.
Champion objected a final time and the prosecutor asked if it would help if the slides were taken down.
Judge Bowman then told the prosecutor that the witness yesterday could have answered the same
questions that the prosecutor is asking today’s witness. “I haven’t heard one reasonable basis as to why
these issues need to be covered by Dr. Dragovic versus the witness that was called previously.” he said.
Champion then asked if the jury could disregard previous testimony. Bowman gave the prosecutor
another warning and one MORE chance.
More pictures of the famous blisters
Skrzynski then brought up the pictures of Jeff’s blisters. Dragovic testified that the blisters appeared to
be caused by a sliding force which created heat, which in turn created the blisters. He stated that it
seems as if the wounds were picked apart because the edges of skin were lifted up.
“Can this type of blister be caused by a single movement? asked the prosecutor.
“Theoretically it is possible,” replied the doctor. “However, based on where the blisters are located on
both hands, it is very unlikely that this was one movement.” He stated that it is more likely that the
blisters were created by a very substantial force.
Dragovic then stated that it is his opinion that the object which created the blisters could be the same as
the object which created Ruth Pyne’s head wounds. He also didn’t think the blisters were caused by a
pallet.
“I can’t envision the capability of inserting hands in-between the slats of a pallet based on the injuries,”
Dragovic testified. “However, theoretically, anything is possible.”
Dragovic stated that the head wounds would have caused Ruth Pyne’s death within minutes, but the
additional stab wounds on the neck were the immediate cause of death. “The stabbing was an add-on
mechanism that sped up death.” he said, “but either the blunt force or sharp force injuries would be
fatal.”
Cross-examination of Dragovic
James Champion, Jeff Pyne’s attorney, cross-examined Dr Dragovic.
He asked if Dragovic knew if Jeff’s blisters were already there before the murder. “No I did not,” replied
the doctor. “I just saw pictures.”
“Was there reference in the autopsy report as to lack of sexual assault?” asked Champion. “No, there
was not,” replied the doctor.
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Dragovic clarified that it was the type of knife that was consistent with the murder, but he cannot say
whether it was any individual knife.
“If blisters were present already, scraping or shearing could have aggravated them, correct?” Champion
then asked.
Dragovic agreed.and stated that he could not estimate how long it would take to get blisters such as
those on Jeff’s hands. since there are a lot of variables. He explained that raking, shoveling, holding
something tightly, etc. would create blisters, but those blisters would usually be more rounded.
Dragovic explained that he supervises four medical examiners. There are also four toxicologists and the
chief toxicologist supervises three other toxicologists. Each toxicologist fills out part of the autopsy
reports.
Dragovic had testified that gloves would help prevent blisters, and said that gloves can also protect
someone from blood stains.
Dragovic told Champion that he was shown some pictures of stacks of pallets, but has not seen the
actual pallet, nor has he been to the scene of the crime. He also does not know if or how the pallet was
moved.
Dragovic says that it is theoretically possible that there was more than one attacker. He repeated that
he was not there, and did not witness the crime.
He also stated that the multiple stab wounds indicate a passionate killing and a highly emotional
situation.
Champion asked if it’s possible that the killer did not know Ruth Pyne, but made it look like a rage killing.
“Anything is possible,” Dragovic responded, “but I cannot accept it is as likely.”
Champion asked if Dragovic knew how many knives there are in the world which are the same type as
Jeffrey Pyne’s knife. Dragovic had no idea.
Champion asked how the 16 stab wounds could have been so precise in a rage killing. Dragovic replied
that Ruth Pyne had already been rendered unconscious by the head blows, so the perpetrator would be
able to concentrate on precise wounds.
Champion asked “based on the stab wounds, wouldn’t the assailant have blood on his or her hands or
on the knife?”
“It depends on the circumstances,” Dragovic replied.
Champion forgot to ask Dr. Dragovic if he knew who killed Ruth Pyne, but the doctor had already told
him many times that he was not present at the killing, and was not in the game of guessing.
Prosecutor suddenly rests his case
At this point, Prosecutor Skrzynski surprised everyone by announcing that he is finished calling
witnesses.
Champion asks for directed verdict
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After the prosecutor rested his case, Champion petitioned for a directed verdict.
Champion stated that this emotional case should not go to the jury and that the charges against his
client should be dropped. He stated that the evidence on his client consisted of Jeffrey not crying, Mrs.
Needham’s neighbors not seeing him, Mrs. Needham’s memory of the lilac bushes, and the motive of
Ruth Pyne’s mental health.
“There is no physical evidence whatsoever. All physical activity that took place, there is not one bit of
evidence, not one eye witness who can tie Jeff to the crime scene or the homicide,” stated Champion.
Prosecutor Skrzynski then argued that there was indeed significant evidence, including:
1. Overkill;
2. Blisters and medical testimony indicating that Jeffrey’s hand wounds could have been caused by
the same evidence;
3. Defendant’s behavior indicating guilt as he pretended to cry and pretended to vomit;
4. The defendant lied about where he was at the time of the murder;
5. There was motivation due to his situation at home and between his parents. “Client had a
continued building of extreme frustration, which we see as a source of the rage necessary for
this type of killing,” said Prosecutor Skrzynski.
As far as premeditation, Prosecutor Skrzynski explained that the law does not specify how long one must
consider murder in order for it to be premeditation. He stated that Jeff picked up the board with the
intent of administering a fatal blow. He said that Jeff also had to stop to change from the use of blunt
force to using a second weapon for sharp force trauma.
Judge Bowman denies the verdict
Judge Bowman replied to Champion that he believes that there is sufficient evidence to let the jury
decide whether the defendant is guilty beyond a reasonable doubt.
The judge said that the state met the minimal threshold of evidence to prove necessary intent of
premeditation, since two separate types of weapons were used.
Defense rests their case too
Surprisingly, James Champion then stated that he is also resting his case.
Judge Bowman asked Jeffrey Pyne if he is giving up his right to take the stand. Jeffrey Pyne stood up and
stated that he has been advised of his right to take the stand or not take the stand, and verified that he
elects not to take the stand.
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Second degree murder charge added as closing arguments begin in Pyne trial December 13, 2012
Jurors heard the prosecutor’s closing argument this afternoon in the murder trial of Jeffrey Pyne, 22.
The defense attorney will present his closing arguments at 8:30 tomorrow morning.
In addition, the judge granted the prosecutor his request to add second degree murder charge as a
possible jury verdict for Pyne.
Pyne is a University of Michigan-Flint biology student accused of murdering his mentally ill mother last
year. Ruth Pyne had previously been violent towards Jeffrey and his now 12-year-old sister Julia.
Jeffrey continues to maintain his innocence, and his family, friends and community support him.
Today was absolutely packed in the courtroom, and there were dozens of media people with large
cameras aggressively filming anyone who was walking in or out of the courtroom.
Prosecutor requests lesser charge of 2nd degree murder
Before the jury was brought in, the prosecutor asked to include the lesser charge of 2nd degree murder.
He stated that intent and pre-deliberation are necessary for first degree murder, but it is conceivable
that a jury will find that Jeff did intend to kill his mother but didn’t deliberate on that intent.
Pyne’s attorney, James Champion, replied that there is only circumstantial evidence against his client. :”I
am concerned the jury will compromise the verdict due to emotion, and that adding the second degree
charge would jeapordize my client,” he stated.
Judge Bowman replied that it is unique for the prosecutor to request the lesser included offense, as this
is usually done by the defense.
Bowman then explained that first degree premeditated murder means that it has to be proven: that the
defendant killed the victim; and that the killing was willful, deliberate and premeditated.
Second degree murder elements include the fact that death was caused by the defendant and it was
caused with malice, and without justification or excuse.
The judge stated that he will allow the lesser charge of second degree murder, as a reasonable trier of
fact could conclude that either the first or second degree murder was committed.
Prosecutor Skrzynski presents his closing argument
The prosecutor began by explaining the elements of both premeditated first degree murder and second
degree murder to the jury. He reinforced that there is not a certain standard of time necessary for
premeditation. The jury only needs to find that the defendant had time to reconsider his actions.
The prosecutor then apologized for showing gruesome pictures and presenting uncomfortable
testimony throughout the trial, but he stated that “the body always tells us something.”
He then summarized Ruth Pyne’s wounds and the experts’ opinions about these wounds.
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He reminded jurors that the experts testified that the weapon used for the blunt force trauma was
caused by rectangular object with edges. The weapon used for stab wounds was a knife similar to the
knife Jeffrey Pyne owned.
The prosecutor argued that the number and location of injuries show both intent to kill and
premeditation. He stated that a board is not something that someone would carry around. Jeff picked
up the board with the intent to kill. He had time to contemplate his intent to kill when he went to pick
up the board. He also had to stop to get the knife, which gave him additional time to reconsider.
Skrzynski summarizes related testimony
Prosecutor Skrzynski then started talking about the timeline he has constructed for this case, beginning
in 2008.
At that time, defendant began a relationship with Holly Freeman. She thought that it was an exclusive
relationship, and they had discussed marriage and children.
However, “as we now know, Jeff Pyne is not who he appears to be,” stated Prosecutor Skrzynski. He
continued: “Jeff was very good at lying and was not exclusive with Holly. He seemed to be the perfect
guy, but would also let things accumulate and he would have emotional breakdowns and cry. However,
Holly told Jeff to stop crying so he began bottling up his emotions. “
He then reminded jurors that Diane Needham testified that Ruth Pyne was strongly opinionated
regarding religion, sex and alcohol. Ruth expected others to agree, and she was always right. Diane also
told the court that the Pyne household was dysfunctional.
Skrzynski then talked about times where the police had been called to the Pyne’s household. At one
time, Bernie Pyne had commitment papers for his wife. Another time, Ruth assaulted Jeffrey and was
taken to jail.
Prosecutor Skrzynski said that since Holly asked Jeff to “man up and stop crying,” he was forced to talk
to others about his problems. One person he talked to was Diane Needham, and he exaggerated a little,
telling her that his mother came after him with a knife, which was not true. Jeff also talked to his buddy
Nicholas Bretti as well as his boss Will Cartwright about how hard his life was for him.
In fall 2010, Jeff’s father Bernie began being more proactive about divorcing Ruth. Tonia Moore testified
that in November that Jeff was relieved about his dad filing for divorce. Jeff also lied to Tonia about
having a girlfriend, “which again shows that he is not the person he appears to be.”
Skrzynski then spoke about Bernie Pyne’s affair, which fell apart once Ruth Pyne caught Bernie with his
mistress. Since the divorce was then off, Jeff Pyne became even more frustrated. He told Holly that he
wanted to move out of his parents’ house.
In March 2011, Jeff lied to Holly about another girl he was seeing since January. One of the most
important parts of Holly’s testimony was when she stated that she was heartbroken when she found
that Jeff has the “ability to lie effortlessly to my face.”
The prosecutor stated that during the breakup with Holly, Jeff drank frequently with Nick Bretti and
talked about his frustrations. On May 26, Nick followed Jeff home because he was worried that he was
drinking too much.
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Skrzynski then talked about May 27th, when Nick thought that Jeff seemed tense at work. His boss Will
noticed something wrong that day. In addition, Will saw Jeff bandaging his hands, and Jeff told him he
was injured while throwing a pallet.
Skrzynski then started discussing that the police and EMT’s at the scene felt that Jeff was pretending to
cry and vomit, and that his behavior was odd. They also all thought it was strange that Jeff never asked
what happened to his mom.
The prosecutor then talked about the blisters on Jeff’s hands. He also talked about the fact that no one
believed that the injuries were caused by the pallets. “The blisters were caused by Jeff swinging a 2 x 4
and not by a pallet,” he said.
Pyne's house was clean
Skrzynski then talked about the Pyne’s home after the murder. The police found that everything was
exactly where it belonged, and Ruth Pyne’s purse was on the table with money and cell phone in it. Also,
Bernie Pyne called a few days later saying that he was missing some 2 x 4’s, which was what the
prosecutor claims that Jeff used to beat his mother.
“In short, there’s no apparent motive for someone to enter the Pyne’s house,” stated the prosecutor. In
addition, there was no blood in the house or garage except near Ruth Pyne and on one faucet handle.
All the blood on the faucet and the garage door belonged to Ruth Pyne.
Even though Jeff said that no one took a shower on that day, police found a wet dish towel and wash
cloth in the upstairs bathroom. “The defendant knows he has enough time to clean up,” said Prosecutor
Skrzynski. “He had time to clean up all the blood and to package the murder weapon because he knew
when his dad and sister would be home.”
Prosecutor Skrzynski then discussed Ruth Pyne’s hand, which had hair in it. DNA analysis of the hair
showed that it belonged to either Ruth or her children. The door was also situated above Ruth’s hand,
which showed that the assailant left through a different door. Since the front door was locked with a
deadbolt, whoever committed the murder must have a key.
All the experts also testified that this was a classic example of overkill, as Ruth was killed in excess.
Therefore, the police believe that it was a highly emotionally charged scene, which represents rage and
indicates a relationship between the victim and her perpetrator.
Skrzynski said that on May 28th at 2:30 am Jeff was calm when calling Holly about the murder. He then
went to Holly’s for consolation, and she noticed his hands. His own girlfriend asked him if he had a fight
with his mother. “The person who knows the most about him thought that things did not look good,”
stated the prosecutor.
Jeff’s alibi didn’t pan out
Skrzynski then said that Jeff was very specific when he told the police that he planted five lilac bushes
during the time of his mom’s murder. He left a voicemail at 2:41 in an attempt to create an alibi. He then
punched in at Spicer’s at 2:53.
However, Mrs. Needham testified that he planted those bushes earlier in the week. Mrs. Needham said
that she definitely remembered when they were planted since they were very obvious, and she mulched
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them the next day. Even Mrs. Needham’s neighbors, who were working outside that day, did not see
him planting lilacs.
“What was Jeff Pyne doing between 1:30 and 2:53?” asked the prosecutor. “He was getting rid of his
evidence in the area, which is rural, wooded, with dirt roads. It is sparsely populated with farms and
some subdivisions.”
Mrs. Needham testified that she saw Jeff at his mother’s funeral, and he was agitated. He told Mrs.
Needham that he wanted to keep working for her. She asked him about the lilacs and told him they
needed to talk. She invited him to dinner and he accepted, but then he cancelled and never went back
to work for her again.
Timeline on day of murder
The prosecutor then outlined his proposed timeline for May 27th. At 10:38, Bernie Pyne called Ruth and
she was at Meijer’s. Her receipt showed that she checked out of Meijer’s at 10:54.
Ruth Pyne wore blue jeans at Meijer’s but was found dead with her sweatpants. The neighbor testified
that she wore her sweatpants to walk but defendant had said that she was lying down when he left the
house that day.
At 11:30, Ruth arrived home from Meijer’s. In the meantime, Bernie’s boss testified that Bernie was at
work all morning. At 11:42 one of Bernie’s coworkers called to find out where he was, and he arrived
shortly after that call. Bernie was wearing the same clothes he wore at the office.
Skrzynski also mentioned that by noon, the people from the Freedom Works mowing crew were totally
out of the area. Neighbor Kip Conley also stated that it was very quiet in the neighborhood.
From 11:30 - 1:30 defendant was home alone with his mother. At 2:05, Bernie’s boss left the restaurant
with Bernie, who was headed to school to pick up Julia. The neighbor was inside from 1:40-2:10. This is
the time that an outside intruder would have to kill Ruth Pyne, and then clean up. At about 2:36 pm that
day was the 911 call.
“When you put all the pieces together, the picture shows a woman who was murdered at the hands of
her son,” completed the prosecutor. “There is only one verdict that you can come back with, and that’s
guilty of premeditated murder.”
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Defense gives strong closing argument in valedictorian murder trial - December 14,
2012
Jurors heard the defense attorney’s closing argument this morning in the murder trial of Jeffrey Pyne,
22. This closing argument was powerful and detailed, so it will be chronicled in two separate stories.
Click here for part two of the argument.
Pyne is a University of Michigan-Flint biology student accused of murdering his mentally ill mother last
year. Ruth Pyne had previously been violent towards Jeffrey and his now 12-year-old sister Julia.
Jeffrey continues to maintain his innocence, and his family, friends and community support him.
Defense attorney presents his closing argument
James Champion, Jeffrey Pyne’s attorney, began by thanking the jury for their service and telling them
that they were selected for their appearance of fairness. “The defense now asks that you follow through
with fairness, and honor your oath,” he requested.
“When I rested our case the other day, it wasn’t that I couldn’t put up a month-long list of witnesses
with no real evidence,” he stated. “The prosecution, too, made a decision to give up their witnesses
because their case ran out of energy. It was cumulative and it wasn’t going anywhere.
“It’s time to look at the people’s strategy, which is to put up enough witnesses that would take potshots
at the defendant’s character. As long as they did that, and there was no other person that was accused,
they could keep your emotions going.”
He paused. “Our purpose here is fairness.” He then told a short story about John Adams, our second
president, who was once a young attorney representing soldiers who had fired on civilians.
“People asked Adams ‘how can you do this?’ He responded ‘justice requires it.’ Another person asked
Adams ‘whose side are you on?’ His answer was ‘the side of the law.’
Champion continued. “Facts are stubborn things. An indictment is not a crime. Indictments mean
nothing. Anyone can be indicted and that should not affect your decision-making in any way.”
He then asked “why do we have presumption of innocence in our courts, and why do we have
reasonable doubt as a standard?”
He then explained to the jurors that “looking bad” and “probably” are not standards of proof. “That’s
the most important thing to remember. Humans are naturally judgmental and critical of each other.
With presumption of innocence, we are forced to wait and weigh the evidence.”
He then apologized for his lack of a slideshow. “I am just one man against the government. I don’t have
a vast array of employees and fancy equipment for you,”
Summary of witnesses
Champion then told the jury that he was going to give them a summary of the prosecutor’s key
witnesses as follows:
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Nick Bretti, the first witness, testified that he could tell that his buddy Jeffrey was upset at work on the
day of the murder, which is not proof of anything.
“Why was he brought up there anyway? Because he was talking about drinking. He’d have you believe
that’s all Jeffrey did until I cross-examined him and found out that the drinking was a couple of times per
week for a few weeks. The point was to trash Jeffrey’s character right off the bat.”
Champion said that Nick Bretti told the court that Ruth Pyne came after Jeff with a knife. Mrs. Needham
also told that to the court. “Yet this never happened! That takes away from their credibility,” he said.
He then talked about Will Cartwright, who was “a nice guy and really likes Jeffrey, just like lots of people
like Jeffrey. Cartwright still presumes that Jeffrey is innocent to this day.”
Cartwright said that Jeff’s blisters looked like they were caused by a rope or a baseball bat, which went
against the medical expert’s opinion. “But Will Cartwright wasn’t here to testify about blisters. He was
here to testify about Jeff’s affair behind Holly’s back. He was here to make you angry at Jeffrey,” said
Champion.
Dave Gilbert was the next witness, who testified about a letter that neighbors received from the sheriff.
“Why didn’t you see that letter?” Champion asked. “Dave also told you that he called police because he
saw someone with a hoodie running through his yard. The police never investigated or did anything
about that.”
Detective Saile was the person who was placed in charge of logging people in and out of the crime
scene. “While on the stand, I asked him for his notes from the scene, and he opened up a teeny tiny
binder, “Champion reminded the jurors. “He didn’t have the names of anyone who was at the scene. At
first he did not recall if he was wearing gloves when he walked through the house. Then he realized that
he didn’t wear gloves.”
Champion stated that Amy McIntosh, the witness from EMS, did not want to be here as a witness. “She
had responses such as ‘yeah’ and ‘sure.’ She wasn’t credible, but the government brought her up here to
begin the story about why Jeffrey lacked the requisite amount of emotion,” he said.
McIntosh testified that Jeffrey asked her to bandage his hands. “Does someone murder their mother
and go back to the scene and ask someone to bandage their hands?” asked Champion. McIntosh also
testified that she wanted to take the vital readings of family members, but she didn’t bring her notes.
She remembers that Jeff let her take the vitals, and Bernie refused. She did not remember Jeff’s scores.
However, Gary Bonham, Amy’s EMS partner, testified that failure to bring notes to a trial is like not
bringing your toolbox. He did bring his notes, and said that Jeff’s blood pressure was high.
“However, Bonham wasn’t brought in to testify about Jeff’s blood pressure,” stated Champion. “He was
brought in to continue Amy’s show about Jeffrey not crying. This opinion of what an EMS worker thinks
a person should act like is not fact. Emotions aren’t facts, and they aren’t proven.”
Jose Campos, Bernie’s boss, was the next witness. “He told you that Bernard had a temper, but that he is
all bark and no bite,” said Champion. Yet when he was asked if he was sure that Bernie wouldn’t bite, he
replied ‘Not unless he was pushed.’ Well, he was pushed to the brink due to his wife’s mental illness.”
Officer Chatterson, the next witness, was an officer who took the stand to testify without his notes.
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“He was the one who testified about the clip-on knife that he took from Jeffrey,” said Champion. “I still
don’t understand why anyone who just killed their mother would come back to the murder scene with
the knife that was used.”
Chatterson was the one who testified that he heard Bernard question Jeffrey about him being home at
1:30. Because Bernie was asking him that question, Chatterson inferred that Jeffrey was guilty of
murder.
“Chatterson didn’t want to tell you that he had no idea what Bernie was talking about,” said Champion.
“He was just singing the company tune. He was a good soldier for the team.”
“Speaking of good soldiers for the team, Detective Zdravaovski came up next as a witness,” quipped
Champion. “He told you that Lieutenant Dale Miller was the highest ranking official at the scene, and yet
you didn’t even hear a word from Miller.”
Champion stated that Zdravaovski misled the jury by telling them that he knows that Jeffrey Pyne killed
his mother. When challenged about his knowledge, he admitted that it was his opinion that Jeff was the
killer. “He was bound and determined not to let you know that there was no evidence,” stated
Champion.
Detective Hiller was the state’s next witness. He testified that he went to Spicer’s 2 ½ hours after the
murder to question Jeff’s bosses and co-workers. “Then he’s back there at 1:45 am going over a pallet
with a flashlight in the dark, as if there’s any evidence on that pallet,” said Champion.
“Hiller is also the one who brought up the jeans in the envelope. He didn’t want to pull them out to
show you that the knees were filthy dirty. Holly testified that Jeff did not dress in dirty clothes unless he
was working. There was also an issue with the jeans about a blood stain versus a paint spot. You found
out later that the spot on the jeans was in fact paint.”
As far as the pallet goes, Champion said that Jeff was right about everything he said in his police
interview, and told the police exactly where the pallet was.
Detective Hiller also told you that he taped Bernie and Julia Pyne’s interviews, but you didn’t hear from
them,” stated Champion. “Why not? These are the two people who found Ruth Pyne’s body. It’s
because it would have created reasonable doubt. They should have played those videos like they played
the video interview of Jeff. Why didn’t they? Because that would have hurt their case.”
The next witness was Wayne Foreman, the detective from CSI. “This man used Bernard’s tools to take
the hinge off the door and the faucet off tub,” Champion said. “How did he know that those tools
weren’t the murder weapons? He ran the risk of compromising the scene by using these tools. Why did
he use those tools? Because he forgot his tool box. Why didn’t he just go buy new tools?”
Champion continued. “I also asked him if he processed the area around the scene or in the house. He
said he did not because he didn’t see any blood. Isn’t that the purpose of luminol, to find hidden blood?
“Why didn’t Hiller and others look for any blood or other evidence?” Champion asked. “They didn’t
because they already had their guy, even though it would be difficult for him to transport that weapon
and those clothes. They make a claim that whoever did this must have gone into house and cleaned up.
There’s no evidence of that.”
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The only evidence the police have is one speck of Ruth Pyne’s blood on one faucet in the laundry room,
he said, “when Ruth’s DNA was all over that house.”
Champion wondered why police didn’t mess with the computers. Isn’t everything these days done on a
computer? he wondered. Couldn’t those computers give clues and insights on all of the Pynes? “They
didn’t even know whether or not there was a wedding ring on Ruth,” he remarked.
Champion said that the police investigation had the next witness, forensic lab specialist Koteles, spraying
luminol in Jeffrey’s car, where he found nothing. They also looked at his phone and found nothing. This
detective spent less than 20 minutes on the photography, and called it a day. That was it for examining
three spots of the car.
Detective John Jacobs was the next witness. He said that he was there only because he was covering for
Memorial Day weekend. “You got the feeling by now that they are short handed,” said Champion.
Jacobs told you that he was a blood stain analyst, but that isn’t an exact science.
He also told you that the hair in Ruth Pyne’s hands were her own because she was defending herself.
“Too bad we didn’t listen to Jacobs instead of sending hairs to Penn State College to spend $21,000 to
tell us what we already knew,” he quipped.
Lieutenant David Pement was another witness who was at the Pyne’s house for three hours but can’t
really tell us what he did while he was there. He said that he left the house and talked to a Meijer’s
security officer and saw a video of Ruth Pyne at the cash register.
“They didn’t show that video. Why not?” asked Champion. “What do you know about Ruth Pyne other
than what you’ve been told? Why can’t we see Ruth Pyne on the video?”
This lieutenant also testified that he directed firefighters to go out and look around. “I asked him how
many firefighters, and he had no idea,” said Champion. “I asked him where they went. He said ‘I can’t
tell you.’ Were they that shorthanded that firefighters had to do police work? Couldn’t they have called
other police to help? Is it normal or typical for a lieutenant to assign firefighters to police duty?”
This lieutenant also testified that he had the cleaning company come out that same night. The scene
was sanitized and there would never again be another investigation of that scene.
Kip Conley, Jeff’s neighbor, told you that he had a grandson who lived at his house sometimes who had a
drug habit and never finished high school, the attorney continued. “Jeffrey told the detectives about
these neighbors, but they never investigated them. This man told you that Jeff’s car was there at 1:00
and gone by 2:00. That’s also what Jeffrey told police at that interview.”
If Jeffrey did this, wouldn’t he have given himself a bigger timeline? This is a smart kid who comes to the
scene of the crime with his knife in his pocket and his hands bandaged. He wasn’t worried about hiding
anything, as he had nothing to hide. He never lied about being at the house at 1:30.
Kip Conley also told you that Jeff’s father Bernard had two issues with neighbors where the police were
involved because they were scared of him.
Detective Hendrick is another witness who told you about an inmate named Sam Hill who said that he
knew someone who had involvement in the murder, said Champion. “They cleared this man, They have
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an audio recording of this interview, but you never heard it. Why not? It’s not because they don’t have
one. They just don’t want you to hear it.”
Champion asked why we never heard from Mrs. Needham’s neighbors Mike Wiza, and Diane
MacKinnon, who were both interviewed by police. You also don’t hear from Gayle Pyne, Bernard’s
sister, who was at the scene. “You haven't heard from a single witness in this trial from Bernie or Ruth’s
side of the family,” said Champion. “No one. Why not?”
Champion reminded jurors that Hendricks finally admitted that he had no evidence linking Jeffrey Pyne
to the crime. “The answer was no. That’s when you knew,” he said. “There was no evidence. Long
before they started trotting in DNA experts and medical examiners who didn’t have any material that
you need.“
They interviewed Heather Spicer, he continued. Why wasn’t she here? Detective Glover, one of the
leads in this investigation, never testified. There were 10-11 witnesses who were completely jettisoned
right after the medical examiner, including Bernard Pyne.
They say Jeffrey wasn’t cooperative. You saw him at the interview. He was there voluntarily. He was
polite. He answered the questions.
But after a certain point, you don’t cooperate. That's when you find out that the police were at your
workplace 2.5 hours after the murder questioning your boss and co-workers; when they are taking your
bandages off; taking your phones away without permission. At a certain point, you stop cooperating and
get a lawyer.
The prosecution put up a $21,000 dream team that showed you that mitochondrial DNA doesn’t show
you what you need. So why were those people here? Yet we didn’t hear from the licensed embalmer
who took hairs, even though she was on the witness list.
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Jury is out and the waiting begins in student mom/murder trial - December 14, 2012
Jurors heard the rest of the defense attorney’s closing argument this afternoon in the murder trial of
Jeffrey Pyne, 22. Part one of the closing argument is chronicled in a different story.
Pyne is a University of Michigan-Flint biology student accused of murdering his mentally ill mother last
year. Ruth Pyne had previously been violent towards Jeffrey and his now 12-year-old sister Julia.
Jeffrey continues to maintain his innocence, and his family, friends and community support him.
After the closing arguments were finished, three alternative jurors were selected to go home, and the
remaining 12 showed they had a sense of humor. They got a rare and much needed laugh out of
everyone in the courtroom when they started their first day of deliberations by sending a humorous
note to the judge asking for a list of snacks.
Defense attorney continues his closing argument
James Champion, Jeffrey Pyne’s attorney, continued his powerful closing argument by reviewing the
remaining witnesses that were called by the prosecutor. To see the first part of today's closing defense
argument, click here.
There is Jerry Derosia, cell phone expert, who testified that it was “highly suspect” that Jeffrey Pyne did
not have any phone calls in his “received calls box.”
“Highly suspect of what?” asked Champion. “If you don’t have any phone calls in your receive box you
are a murderer now?
“I asked Derosia why he didn’t take computers from the scene. Aren’t computers used for everything
now? But they didn’t take the computers because they already rushed to judgment and a young man is
paying for it."
Champion told the jury that he had asked them to be on the lookout for unreasonable testimony and
inconsistencies, and “Derosia’s testimony is what I’m talking about. Why was Derosia on the stand? To
take another potshot at Jeffrey, that’s why.”
The next witness, Detective Cooper, was ordered to sit in the Pyne’s driveway, but he told Champion he
didn’t know the purpose of why he was at the Pyne’s. “Cooper also said something very important. He
told us that 2458 Burwood Court was no longer considered a crime scene just a few hours after the
crime. He also told us that they had already sanitized the area where Ruth was found when he was there
that night..”
Cooper also went with Hiller to look at the pallet with a flashlight. This wasn’t very scientific.
Champion also said that if you look at Jeff’s blisters, they were old wounds. Those wounds were not
oozing. Jeff even told investigators the wounds weren’t bleeding. “You’re not going to find someone
guilty of murder based on wounds to the hands without having anything else to connect with those
wounds. No weapon. No evidence at all,” said Champion.
“How did it all come to this?” Champion asked. He explained that Highland is a small sleepy town where
neighbors sit for three hours and talk to each other, unlike Detroit or Chicago.
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"They talked about stories regarding the family and about the mental illness in the family. Things get
started and snowball. There is a rush to judgment and someone gets caught in the crossfires.”
Erica Anderson was a witness who testified that the police didn't submit Ruth Pyne's clothing because
they had to prioritize. “Why would you send the pallet instead of the clothing the victim was wearing?”
asked Champion. Erica Anderson said there was no policy, so she helps detectives prioritize evidence.
Champion reminded jurors that there was no evidence that anyone cleaned up in that house. All they
found was one speck of blood. That speck is what they used to infer that “it had to be someone who
lived there and cleaned up,” said Champion. “That’s not a fact. That’s a hunch. That’s a theory. That’s a
guess. You all agreed that you were not going to substitute anything for facts.”
The next witness Champion discussed. was Diane Needham. “She remembers some things and forgets
some things,” Champion said. “The government wants you to accept her story about Jeff’s guilt as fact
when it is opinion. Why would you believe her over Jeffrey? She told you she gave Jeff a key to her
house. She testified that he always locked the door behind him and she did not, so he was probably
there that day. She kept a time sheet, not because she didn’t trust Jeffrey but because she didn’t trust
herself. She testified about a chore list. Where was that list? Why didn’t the detective get that list when
he was out there the next day? She talked about lilac bushes being on that list. They were planted, just
like Jeff said. Mrs. Needham talked about priming the basement also being on the list. She talked about
the message Jeff left. How is she going to know that he wasn’t there? That immediately discredits the
neighbors who testified that they were building a pool but were looking at Mrs. Needham’s driveway all
day long.
“Cried. Didn’t cry. Showed emotion Didn’t show emotion.” No matter what Jeffrey did, he was doomed,"
said Champion.
Needham said her daughter got the mail also, he continued. There was no way for Jeff to know if she
was there. We know he called her and we know he was there. Why? Because he knew she wasn’t there.
Fact: he made the phone call which leads to the logical conclusion that he didn't see her, just like he
said. If he wasn’t there, how would he have felt comfortable calling and leaving that message?
“All that you really need to know about Mrs. Needham is that she went up to him in the funeral line,
where by the way Jeff spoke at the eulogy and told about his memories of his mother," said Champion.
"She went up to him not to extend her condolences, but to tell him that she wanted to talk to him about
his job. How officious. How rude. If she has questions, that’s not the time for them. But it shows you
how she operates. She’s something of a know-it-all. And the government wants you to take her word as
solid gold and convict Jeffrey because of that.”
He then reminded the jurors that they were selected because of intelligence and ability to be fair; more
fair than all the others who came through.
Mrs. Needham’s neighbor Don MacKinnon also testified. It was evident that he had some medical issues
such as a stroke. He was so certain. “You have to be leery of people who are so certain,” he said. “He
knows what goes on with Mrs. Needham’s plants. Does anyone else have a neighbor like that? I’d call
the police on HIM!”
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Andrew Goble testified about the developmentally disabled group that was in the neighborhood that
morning. Then you had Andrew Lesnew who testified that a couple guys came over to help him build a
pool. “When I pressed him, it turns out he had eight guys building a pool,” said Champion. “Yet they’re
paying attention to Mrs. Needham’s house and who was there?”
Heather Vitta was another cumulative witness from the forensic lab who testified. Why was she on the
stand? “She was just one more witness,” he said. “The prosecutor is hoping that if they just keep saying
something one more time, someone will actually believe them. Vitta couldn’t even say if the hair she
examined was a hair from the hand or head.”
Holly Freeman, Jeff’s former girlfriend, was also a witness. “A bit controlling? A bit dramatic?” asked
Champion. “I am sure that she was upset when Jeff lied to her. But the waterworks here a year and a
half later; and her dramatic testimony about how Jeffrey lied so effortlessly? Come on. If every kid in
this country who lies about seeing someone else when they’re dating is a murderer, we have a problem
on our hands.
“Maybe she was moving just a little bit fast for Jeffrey due to his family life. Did you ever hear the
saying: ‘Hell hath no fury like a woman scorned?’ She tells him to ‘man up’ as she’s not going to listen to
him talking about her mother. To the prosecutor’s office, this makes Jeffrey a murderer because he
cried. Or was it because he didn’t cry?"
"Remember when Holly said that she’d rather have a crybaby than an asshole?" asked the defense
attorney. That’s what she told the grand jury. She also told you that she hit Jeffrey twice. She told you
that he didn’t hit her back. You heard that Jeffrey never touched his mother when he was hit by Ruth
Pyne or was choked by her.
Holly told you that Jeff loved his mother. In fact, Jeff told Holly that he wanted to make his mother's
illness better. Holly also testified that she originally thought it was Bernard who killed Ruth. She
continues to see Jeff in June, July and August even though her parents disapproved. If she thinks he’s a
murderer, why is she still seeing him? Eventually she’s worked over enough, between her parents and
the police, that she stopped seeing Jeff when she was subpoenaed. This is even though she told us in
cross-examination that she thought things were going well with Jeff and they were close to getting back
together. Yet she calls it quits when she’s asked to testify in front of the grand jury.
Champion continued. “You at least know Jeffrey, but you don’t know Bernard or any other people who
were mentioned in this case. Why not? Holly thought it was Bernard. He was controlling towards Julia
and her piano lessons. He had put money into Jeff and Julia’s accounts and gave his mistress $3000$5000. This is a murder investigation where you know the husband is interested in divorce, moving
money around, and at the end of his rope. His wife has a mental illness and she’s not taking her meds.
And he has a girlfriend. Jeff didn’t have to stick around but Bernard was stuck.”
The witness Tonia Moore went to school with Jeff. “I’m not sure why she was up there other than to
take another shot at Jeffrey, testifying that he wanted to date her,” said Champion. “The prosecutor
hopes that if he puts enough people up there, something will eventually be said that’s helpful. The
prosecutor said he’d help you connect the dots. There are lots of dots that aren’t connected and there is
no proof.”
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Renee Ginell was a witness who had a friendship with Bernard for almost six years. Her husband had
attacked her and almost killed her with a sword. She had kids who hated Bernard including one who was
institutionalized for heroin addiction and went after his brother with a knife. No one ever investigated
that.
Renee also told you that Bernie fixed things and got things done. Yet Diane Needham’s neighbors
testified that Jeff’s car had a loud exhaust on his car. That’s not true.
There were two medical examiners who testified, Dr. Ortiz-Reyes and Dr. Dragovic. All the medical
examiners did was testify about what we already knew. The state got Dragovic to say that the wounds
on Jeff’s hands were consistent with swinging a board .Yet they never even proved that a board was the
murder weapon. There’s no murder weapon. They told you that, but they don’t know what it was.
He continued. “Another important part of the autopsy report that was missing was the toxicology
report. Police never seized Ruth Pyne’s medicines, and we don’t hear from the toxicologist? Why not?
Because it would have been repetitive? No, we never heard anything like this. Ruth’s mental illness is
central to this investigation, yet we don’t hear anything about her medications and what she was on.”
Champion stated that part of doing the autopsy report is noting whether there is sexual assault. They
testified that there was no sexual assault, but there is nothing in the autopsy report verifying that. There
was no apparent robber, yet no one can tell you where Ruth Pyne’s wedding ring is because that would
constitute a robbery.
The crime might also signify something else, he told the jury. What was going on with Ruth? We don’t
hear from her doctor, her psychiatrist, or anyone in the family.
By the way, Dragovic is a company man, Champion said. He works with the prosecutor. Of course he
does. He had no problem answering the prosecutor’s questions. Yet he couldn’t understand the simplest
questions that I asked him. He’s like a deity up here, but he can’t answer my questions. He understood
them, but he wouldn’t answer my questions.
"In conclusion, these are the witnesses in this case," said Champion. "They did not prove anything. This
is why we didn’t continue the trial. Why? To waste your time for another month, putting up witnesses
after witness trying to prove something that I can not prove?"
He then told the jury: “You know as little as possible. That’s offensive. They told you there was no way
out. There’s no trace of the killer. It’s as though who did this came in and went out without a trace.”
“When I told you in opening statements that you were going to have a lot more questions than you have
answers, that’s what I mean.”
He reminded them that there was no weapon found. There was no blood anywhere on Jeffrey; on his
clothes, hair, eyebrows, car. “Jeffrey was cooperating and was going to do everything they asked him to
do until he found out that he was the nail and they were the hammer.”
“They want to say who else could have committed this crime? I ask them who couldn’t have? Anyone
could have done it. Nothing links Jeffrey to this scene.”
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He then instructed the jury that if it’s possible that someone else committed the crime, then it cannot
be proven beyond a reasonable doubt that Jeffrey did it. “To say that Jeffrey “could have done it” is not
proof beyond a reasonable doubt. They have to show you that he did it, and they have no proof of that.”
In fact, evidence in this case makes it less likely that anyone went in the house, Champion said. All that
blood? They’re going to find something in that house. There was no integrity to this investigation, to this
scene. They didn’t process the scene because they had their man. There was no manhunt.
Which brings us to Jeffrey Pyne
Which brings us to Jeffrey, the attorney said. What don’t you know about Jeffrey? Holly told you he was
the perfect guy, but nobody is perfect and we know that. We know he’s trustworthy as Mrs. Needham
gave him a key to the house. You knew he is intelligent. His boss told us that he was hardworking. He
has had two jobs for six years each. What 21- year-old can say that? That says a lot about a person. All
the while he’s a U of M biology student. Yet we’re supposed to believe that it’s a terrible thing that Jeff
was excited about a new job that he liked. He’s looking forward to new people and a new beginning
while trying to move on from his mother’s death, yet he’s wrong for being happy about his job.
“He was a typical 21-year old," stated Champion. “He liked to have a few drinks, liked the ladies.
Hardworking, went to college. If he’s a murderer, there are lots of murderers out there. He’s not
perfect. He’s a liar because he’s seeing someone else. Because of that, he’s a murderer? You don’t see
any gang involvement, evidence of drug use.”
He then explained that he wasn’t going to put Jeffrey on the stand when you have the prosecutor back
there “licking his chops just waiting to discredit his character more.
“You know Jeff. You saw him in the interview. He was straightforward. He just wasn’t showing enough
emotion. Then he was showing too much emotion when they left. He could not win.
“When you are deliberating, do not hypothesize on items which are not fact. Just use common sense
and consider what you have seen. If Jeffrey was responsible for this, there would be proof somewhere.
They say he did it and a couple hours later there’s no proof? That makes it less likely that he committed
the murder, not more likely.”
Champion stated that Jeff knew how to handle his mom better than anyone else in the world. He told
you how he handled his mom when she raised her hand to Julia. He has his whole life ahead of him.
He asked the jurors to consider missing witnesses that were on the list, especially if they heard their
names come up in the testimony. Detective Glover and Lieutenant Miller were key to this case. You
never heard from firemen who drained the pool and went out and did police work. They were at the
scene. “No family members from either side? Diane Needham’s other neighbors? Charity Holland,
Nicholas Holmes, Ralph Kuehn, and Arianna Paver are other names on the list. You don’t even know who
these people are! Why didn’t we hear from them?”
Yet, he said, we heard from 11 police officers and saw lots of pictures. I told you in the beginning that
there is no proof who killed Ruth Pyne. Circumstantial evidence is based on inferring something from
evidence and it has to be logical.
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“The prosecutor’s office has the burden in this case,” he said. “Yes, I could have called witnesses to the
stand, but we had no burden. All you have is evidence designed to provoke your emotion.
“You heard that detectives pulled Jeffrey over early in the morning for no probable cause. Do different
laws apply to you because you are a detective? Does the law not protect Jeffrey? They took his phone
without asking, then asked him if was okay but at the same time told him that he had no choice.”
When did they go to the Highland House? wondered Champion. Four days later? Yet they went to Jeff’s
employment two hours later. And they cleared DoLittle by talking to his mom.
Pieces of this puzzle that the prosecutor talked about don’t fit, insisted Champion. Where were the
monsters that would commit a crime like this? Jails, mental health institutions, and all the places where
Ruth was.
Tearing up the prosecutor's case
Champion then began reviewing the four parts of the prosecutor’s case, outlined on four papers on the
wall that he tore off each time he refuted the prosecutor:
1. The abuse and motive: They say that because Jeff was assaulted and abused by his mother, he’s
a murderer. That’s not facts or circumstances, it’s a hunch. It’s not evidence.
2. The second argument by the prosecutors is that Jeff's emotions made him a murderer. Either he
shows too many emotions, or he doesn’t show enough, but because of that, he’s a murderer.
That’s not evidence, that’s not fact. That’s a hunch or a theory.
3. With regards to Mrs. Needham. I don’t have to prove she’s wrong. They have to prove she’s
right and they have to prove it beyond reasonable doubt. If you don’t know who to believe, then
that is reasonable doubt. Because Mrs. Needham remembers her lilacs being planted on a
different day, that makes Jeff a murderer?
4. With regards to the pallets and blisters, you hear about people trying to recreate the blisters.
That’s ridiculous. Blisters on his hands are not evidence.
“Jeffrey was charged based on theories. Charges without basis of fact is what we call a witch-hunt,” said
Champion.
Champion also reminded the jury that police witnesses carry no weight over any other witnesses.
There is no motive, said the attorney. The prosecutor didn’t have to prove a motive, but they want you
to believe that Mrs. Pyne’s illness gave him motive, or that he loved Julia so much he killed his mom.
That doesn’t make sense.
He then told the jury “You don’t have to go through the analysis of second degree versus first degree
murder. Jeffrey did not do this. He did not commit the murder. Don’t split the baby, or compromise the
verdict, or think that you are doing him a favor by finding him guilty of second degree murder. It
certainly won’t make you feel better some day when they find the real murderer.
“Your heart might ache and bleed for Mrs. Pyne. Mine does. That does not mean that you should direct
that anger towards Jeffrey. Jeffrey is not a monster. Yet Hendricks told us that Glover told Jeff ‘we’re
going to make you look like a monster.’ After that, Detective Glover wasn’t even called to the stand.
Why?
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"In this case, the police took the defendant and his family to the police station to question them for
hours. Is this any way to treat them?
"No matter which way you cut it, this case requires a verdict of not-guilty,” James Champion concluded.
Prosecutor gets one more chance to reply
Prosecutor Skrzynski now has the chance to rebut anything that he didn’t previously cover from the
defense argument.
He began by stating that Champion said that Bretti and Needham are not credible because they both
testified that Jeff told them about his mother coming after him with a knife. What he means is that Jeff
is not credible since Jeff is the one who told them that Ruth went after him with a knife. This is a man
who can lie effortlessly.
“I keep hearing that we didn’t call witnesses,” he said. “The defense can call witnesses if he thinks any of
them will say something that will help them. The defense sets up straw men and knocks them down. We
didn’t hear from Glover or Bernie. We could have done that. He tries to impugn the prosecutor by telling
you of the witnesses that we did not call. If he has a witness that can tell you something that would help
his case, then he could call that witness.”
He continued. According to the defense, no one has any integrity but the defendant. None of the
detectives, medical examiner, neighbors, Mrs. Needham have any integrity. "But the only person who
lied about his alibi has integrity."
“He talks about Jeff’s blisters being old blisters, but don’t you think the defendant would have told
people that?” he asked. “He should have said that to many people. He did not say that because it’s not
true. He told the police that he got the blisters picking up a pallet.
“The wounds on Jeff’s hands and on Ruth’s hands are rectangular. The only thing missing from the
garage is a rectangular object. That’s a terrific coincidence.
And the intruder, he was just looking to annihilate a complete stranger? Skrzynski said mockingly. “He
didn’t steal anything. He just happens to pick that house.”
Skrzynski also wondered why on that day he happens to leave a phone message for Diane Needham that
was so detailed? He read the words of the voice message and said “He left her details about what he
did, but never told her that he planted the lilac bushes. The reason Diane Needham approached him at
the funeral was because she knew he lied about his alibi.
“Just maybe this person who likes the ladies is not the person he seems to be,” said the prosecutor.
“He’s a liar, we know that. Does that make him a murderer? No, what is significant is what he is lying
about. He doesn’t show emotion, does that make him a murderer? No it was the spike of emotions and
the perception that everyone who saw that saw that is was phony acting.”
Skrzynski said that Jeff had an hour and half between when he said he left and when he checked in at
Spicer’s. He went somewhere but we know it wasn’t Diane Needham’s house. Whoever did this knew
that there was no one else in Pyne's house, and knew that he had time to package everything up and go
get rid of it.
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“The defense attorney asks how Jeff knew that Diane Needham wasn’t home when he called her," said
Skrzynski. “Yet Jeff told the police officer that he thought she was still out of town. If Mrs. Needham had
answered, Jeff would have then known she was home, but since she didn’t answer he knew she wasn’t.”
“According to the defense, this is one huge government conspiracy against him. Everyone is lying and
can’t get their stories straight,” he said. “Well maybe everyone’s telling the truth, and that’s why it all
fits together, like a puzzle.”
He then invited the jury to re-watch the scene on the video where Jeff is asked if he knows how his
mother dies and he is told she was murdered. “Just watch that part of the video. It is very important,”
he stressed.
“I didn’t put all those women on the stand to besmirch Jeff’s character,” he explained. “I put them up
there to show you that he lies so effortlessly. He created a story that completely covered his tracks, and
people thought it was the truth."
Skrzynski then told the jury that the police followed up with many other peoples’ alibis. You aren’t going
to hear every single person who was investigated if there were no results. The general gist of what the
defense attorney said is that this was an investigation with no integrity. That’s not true.
Also, he said, the defense attorney never talked about the overkill factor. Ruth was killed twice. That’s
rage.
“Jeffrey Pyne was not who he appeared to be,” he concluded. "But he’s a person that is cloaked with a
presumption of innocence, as we all are. That presumption of innocence can be overcome by the
evidence; circumstantial evidence too. That cloak of innocence can be removed. When it is removed, he
is exactly the person you see. He is guilty.”
Jury alternates go home
After closing arguments, the judge randomly selected three alternate jurors to go home. Three females
were chosen, and were told that they are still on call in case something happens to one of the 12
deliberating jurors. This leaves four males and eight females on the jury.
At 4:30, the judge informed the jury that they will deliberate from 8:30-12:00 and 1:30-4:30 Monday
through Friday of next week.
The jury could come back anytime with a decision, so at this point everyone will be hanging out very
close to the courtroom. It's a good time to visit family members who are no longer sequestered from the
courtroom.
Jury has sense of humor
Finally, to close the day the serious judge cracked a rare smile when he told the jury that he received
their note requesting snacks and drinks. He listed the snacks and it was great to see that they had a
sense of humor.
It was also nice to see Jeff and some of his family members able to laugh for a second. To be honest,
even the jury members and journalists have been serious and somber for weeks.
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Waiting for jury is painful in student mom/murder trial - December 17, 2012
Family members and media from around the nation waited anxiously today both in and outside the
courtroom as jurors continue to deliberate in the murder trial of Jeffrey Pyne,
Pyne, 22, is a University of Michigan-Flint biology student accused of murdering his mentally ill mother
last year. Ruth Pyne had previously been violent towards Jeffrey and his now 12-year-old sister Julia.
Jeffrey continues to maintain his innocence, and his family, friends and community support him.
The jury will deliberate from 8:30 to 4:30 every day this week. Luckily they are able to leave for lunch
from 12:00-1:30, which means that family, friends and media members can feel safe leaving, too.
Otherwise, most of them stay close to Judge Leo Bowman’s courtroom on the 4th floor at 1200 N
Telegraph in Pontiac.
Jury asked for information Friday
When juries ask the judge questions, or ask for more information, it can give the public an idea of what
might be happening during deliberations.
Friday, jurors requested information 55 minutes after they began deliberations, according to the Detroit
Free Press. They requested several photos, including those of wounds on Pyne’s hands, photos of the
crime scene, and aerial photos of the Pyne’s house. They also asked the judge to provide them with a
board, which is what the prosecutor has suggested is the murder weapon.
Judge Bowman gave the the photos to the jury, but denied them the board, stating that they can only
consider what has been entered as evidence. He also reminded jurors that they are not allowed to
experiment.
Late Friday, the jury also wrote a humorous request to the judge asking for a detailed list of snacks.
Those waiting in the courtroom hope that this is a sign that the jury is in the Christmas spirit.
Getting work done is hard
I didn’t know about this jury’s request for photos until this morning. This is because Friday afternoon, I
was trying to work in the basement of the courthouse. From now on, I will camp closer to the courtroom
with the rest of the people. It’s hard to get work done though!
The courtroom has electricity and is quiet as long as the judge isn’t hearing other matters. However, it
doesn’t have internet. Ten or fifteen people are camped out inside the courtroom at all times, just in
case. It almost feels like a church inside the courtroom, since the seats are like wooden "pews" and it is
so quiet. While some people in the courtroom work on computers, others seem to be praying.
On the other hand, working in the hallway has internet (sometimes), but it's hard because it has no
electricity. The hallway is also filled with television cameras, as well as friends and family members
pacing and talking to media and visiting friends.
I also tried to move down one floor and work outside the “media room.” They have the cameras hooked
up in there, and are among the first to know if there is breaking news. However, the media room is also
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crowded and full of nervous activity. In addition, many of the cameramen who can’t really do much right
now are making small talk.
When will jury decide?
There are varying opinions on when the jury will make their decision. They could come back at any time.
However, I just heard Judge Bowman tell another attorney that he wanted to be off during the week
after Christmas, but why not schedule something for December 28 since he has a jury out and he may
have to be working.
Some are saying that the shorter the deliberation, the better it is for Jeff. Others disagree. Either way,
everyone knows that there is no way to predict what and when the jury will decide.
Family has support
Almost everyone who has sat through this trial is supportive of the family. Bernie, his sister Gayle, and
one of Ruth’s sisters (Susan) were sequestered for the trial previous to this, even though they were
never called as witnesses. This means that since they were on the witness list, they weren’t allowed in
the courtroom until after the closing arguments. Now, most of them are here much of the time. These
people all support Jeff.
Jeff’s grandmother and his Aunt Mary (Bernie’s second sister) have been at the court every single day.
They are strongly rooting for Jeff. Ruth also has two other siblings who have been sitting with the
victims’ rights advocate and have not communicated much with anyone else. I have been told that they
are withholding judgment regarding the outcome.
At this time, I should tell you all how much I have enjoyed getting to know Jeff's extended family better,
despite the gloominess of the trial. They are all wonderful people, supportive of Bernie and Julia and
hopeful for Jeff.
Most of you know that I am also supporting Jeff in his claim of innocence. I have kept my columns
neutral since I am basically just recording what is happening. However, I have known Jeff for years, and
was his high school English/Journalism teacher and senior advisor. He is also friends with my son Steven,
who has visited Jeff in jail twice. In fact, he mentored Steven and dozens of other kids while he was a
leader in high school.
I also knew Ruth, as the small Christian school where I taught was very tight-knit. In addition, I often sat
near Bernie at the high school basketball games where we watched Jeff and Steven have fun.. However,
getting to know Bernie during this ordeal has made me realize how much he loves his family. He knows
that he has made mistakes, and all he wants now is for his son to be found “not guilty” Jeff's sweet 12year-old sister Julia also wants Jeff home for Christmas.
The nightmare this family has endured is incredible, yet they all continue to have faith. They have had all
of their secrets revealed to the world. I just can't imagine. I also cannot imagine being Jeff and waiting
for the jury's verdict.
Other visitors come and go
Jeff’s lawyer, James Champion, often had his parents and other family members watching the trial. His
parents are Highland residents, and “Jimmy” Champion grew up riding horses on Lone Tree Road in
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Highland. Evidently he was an actor in many of Milford High School plays, which explains his strong and
dramatic closing argument.
One of the clergy members who visits Jeff in jail is also frequently in the courtroom.
Last but not least, many high school and college students have sat through parts of this trial as parts of
various school assignments. I have also talked to others from the public who enjoy following these types
of cases, and like to visit courtrooms just to see firsthand what is happening.
Any visitor is a welcome diversion, as the waiting is unbearable and visitors help the time pass. Once in
awhile, you will hear that someone succeeded in breaking the ice with a joke to lighten the mood.
Journalists are rooting for Jeff
Not only are the media from the national shows in town, but the local TV news and newspaper reporters
are here today, all on "jury watch" and just waiting for those twelve people to make a decision.
Most of the media members who have been at the trial from the beginning seem to be pulling for Jeff,
and hoping for a “not guilty” verdict. For example, this morning I passed my new buddy from Good
Morning America and told him that I had a good feeling about today. He smiled and said “me too.” I
needed that after crying half the way to court this morning!
In addition to Good Morning America, those media members who have been here throughout the trial
include four “In-Session” contractors, who tell me that there is a plan to have this entire trial aired at a
later date. Any other news stations who want film from inside the courtroom must use the “main feed”
manned by the In-Session crew members. This is to avoid having dozens of big cameras in the small
courtroom at the same time.
Dateline NBC and Inside Edition have also both sent crews to the scene. Both of these shows plan to air
hour-long in-depth segments about the case.
As far as print media, the reporter from the Detroit Free Press usually works from her office inside the
courthouse. However, that is now the “media room.” Therefore, she seems to share my problem and is
having a hard time working inside her office. The Oakland Press and Milford Times have also had
reporters here throughout the trial.
The local television news cameras show up on the days when there is something sensational happening.
Last week, we laughed at one of the more well-known celebrities primping himself in the hallway while
“warming his voice” before a clip. It was almost as if he was doing a Saturday Night Live satire about vain
television newscasters.
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Jury has reached verdict to be announced at 4:00 - December 18, 2012
Anxious supporters of Jeff Pyne crowded into Judge Bowman’s courtroom at noon today to hear the
judge announce that a verdict has been reached in the murder trial of Jeffrey Pyne.
However, we don’t know the verdict yet, as the jury has been sent home and told to return at 4:00 to
deliver the verdict.
Pyne, 22, is a University of Michigan-Flint biology student accused of murdering his mentally ill mother
last year. Ruth Pyne had previously been violent towards Jeffrey and his now 12-year-old sister Julia.
Jeffrey continues to maintain his innocence, and his family, friends and community support him.
He faces both first and second degree murder charges. First-degree murder carries a life sentence and
second-degree murder carries a sentence of up to life at the judge's discretion.
Why are we waiting?
Why does the judge have to make everyone wait? Does he have any idea how many lives are affected by
the endless and constant waiting? Hasn’t Jeff already been waiting for 14 months?
We were told that the extra time was to “give all the interested parties time to arrive.” My guess is that
these interested parties are more television camera crews.
What’s really strange is that at 9:00 this morning, it was announced that the jury had submitted a
question. Media members and family rushed to the courtroom to hear what the question might be, only
to find that they couldn’t get into the courtroom because it was already full of people dealing with other
cases.
At that time, one of the judge’s staff came out into the hallway and told the parties waiting for the Pyne
verdict that the judge was not going to answer the jury’s question until noon.
Everyone found the three-hour wait strange because Judge Bowman previously told both attorneys that
he wants them to stick close by, as he didn’t want the jury to have to wait for an hour if they had a
question.
Most people think the jury members probably had reached a verdict at 9:00 and were sent home first
thing this morning. The jury deliberated for a half day Friday and a full day yesterday.
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Jeff Pyne guilty of second degree murder - December 18, 2012
Jeff Pyne shook his head and family members and friends sat in stunned silence today as the jury
foreperson announced that the Highland resident was “GUILTY” of second degree murder.
Pyne, 22, is a University of Michigan-Flint biology student who was accused of murdering his mentally ill
mother last year.
End of long ordeal
The jury, consisting of eight women and four men, deliberated the charges of both first and second
degree murder before deciding that Pyne was guilty of second degree murder.
The jury deliberated for a half day on Friday and a full day on Monday. It is unsure when they made their
decision today. At noon, the judge told attorneys that the verdict had been reached, but would not be
announced until 4:00.
The trial began with jury selection on Monday, November 12th and has gained regular national media
attention. In fact, In-Session TV plans to air the entire trial at a later date.
The case against Jeff was based on circumstantial evidence, including blisters on his hands and a
confusing alibi. The prosecutor argued that the circumstantial pieces could be put together to complete
a puzzle proving that Jeffrey did commit the murder.
Jeff was represented by attorney James Champion, who gave a powerful closing argument stating that
there is more than reasonable doubt that his client is guilty of murder.
Jeff is also the first person in Oakland County indicted by Jessica Cooper’s hand-picked citizen grand jury,
which gives unreasonable powers to the state and takes away defendants' rights.
Jeff Pyne’s father and extended family members are extremely upset about this verdict. His father
Bernie has repeatedly expressed his support and desire for Jeffrey to come home, and his 12-year-old
sister Julia really misses him. Julia and Bernie are the ones who found Ruth Pyne’s body in the family
garage in May 2011.
People in the community have also supported Jeff in his claim for innocence, and hundreds showed up
at a bowling fundraiser to help with his legal defense.
What’s next?
After the decision was reached, the judge polled each juror to be sure that it was a unanimous decision.
Jeff will be sentenced on January 29. The judge has a lot of discretion in second-degree murder cases.
Many legal people have estimated that Jeff's sentence will be "about ten years," but it's hard to say. The
Michigan legislature states that "second degree murder shall be punished by imprisonment in the state
prison for life, or any term of years, in the discretion of the court trying the same."
At some point, Jeff will probably be moved out of the Oakland County Jail and into a long-term facility.
There will almost certainly be an appeal, as there was a lot of character evidence that the judge allowed
into the trial which was legally inadmissible and unrelated to the murder charges.
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I was also unable to talk to the Pynes after the verdict other than to hug his sweet Aunt Mary. Then I
quickly got out of the way of the mobs of media and dozens of cameras following the family out of the
courtroom.
At this time I am emotionally unable to write anymore. Please pray for all people who are involved in
this situation. It could not be more horrible.
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Jeff Pyne needs birthday and Christmas letters as he awaits sentence - December 20,
2012
Below are specific directions on how to communicate with Jeff Pyne, whose 23rd birthday is Saturday.
At the end of this article, there is also more information about Jeff's possible prison sentence.
Pyne is a former U of M-Flint student from rural Highland, Michigan. Tuesday, he was found guilty of
second degree murder of his mentally ill mother, who had previously been violent towards Jeffrey and
his 12-year old sister Julia.
Jeff continues to maintain his innocence, and his family and friends have supported him.
Jeffrey really appreciates mail. In one of the letters that he wrote me this past year, he stated “Letters
mean a great deal to me and are the highlight of my day. I am happy to hear anything from anyone.” I
know that Jeff even enjoyed hearing from many people who did not know him.
How to send mail to Jeff
Jeff will probably be moved to a longer term facility after he is sentenced on January 29th. For now, he
remains in the Oakland County Jail.
Jeff does not have access to a computer, so any communication has to go through the U.S. Post Office.
There are a lot of rules about mail sent to the Oakland County Jail. Please carefully check the website
before sending any mail.
In summary, it’s best to send plain cards and letters only. Spiritual words of encouragement are
especially welcome. Prior to the trial, Jeff was strong in his faith, but I’m not sure how he’s doing since
the verdict.
The jail will return any mail containing restricted items, including cards larger than 5 x 7, glitter,
whiteout, newspaper clipping, tape, stickers, and many other items.
Do not send packages other than new soft cover books and magazines, which must be sent directly from
the publisher or Internet distributor. There is a limit of four (4) books per delivery. directly from the
publisher or distributor.
I sent Jeff a few books last year, and he really appreciated them. He reads a lot, including the Bible, and
likes fiction and spiritually encouraging books.
Jeff’s mailing address is:
Jeffrey Pyne
Inmate # 00377614
Cell # D-5-C
P.O. Box 436017
Pontiac, MI 48343
Your letter MUST have a return address in the corner.
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Jeff’s sentence
The judge has discretion when he sentences Jeff, but there are guidelines for him to use to calculate
how many years that Jeff will spend in prison.
There are several factors that the judge will consider when sentencing Jeff. According to the law, Jeff
could get up to life in prison, but most legal experts have stated that the guidelines will come out with a
sentence between 8-15 years.
However, according to the Detroit Free Press, the prosecutors have already calculated that they think
Jeff should be sentenced for 13-30 years. Hopefully, Jeff’s attorney Jim Champion will have a strong
argument to get Jeff's sentence reduced much lower.
When the judge sets the sentence, he considers any letters or speeches in support of or against Jeffrey
Pyne.
Please start thinking now about writing a letter to the judge. After I talk to the judge’s staff, I will write a
separate article about that process, and also write up a sample letter to the judge.
What did Jeff mouth to family?
One thing I missed on Tuesday after the verdict was read happened when Jeff was walking out of the
court room in his handcuffs. One newspaper reported that Jeff mouthed “I love you” when walking by
his family, while another newspaper stated that he mouthed “I’ll be okay.”
Knowing Jeff, he could have said either or both of these things. His primary concern is to not upset his
family.
Judge has history
I continue to think about the painful trial, and I have so many questions.
Why didn’t Jeff’s attorney bring any witnesses? While he did a great job on closing arguments and did
well on the cross-examinations, everyone I have talked to thinks the lack of witnesses for Jeff was a
severe handicap.
I also wonder why so many of the prosecutor's witnesses' stories didn't make sense. For example, why
did a neuro forensic pathologist testify about blisters on a live person when there wasn't even a
weapon? Why did Holly Freeman testify about how he must have lied about the murder when she was
still seeing him for months after that?
Many of the questions about testimony would have possibly been answered if the defense attorney had
put up witnesses. The Pynes had hired many experts to testify, including another medical expert who
had a different view about the blisters.
Also, exactly what were the jurors thinking? Were there any of them who had reasonable doubts?
Everyone who knows Jeff has doubts. Why not the jurors?
Last but not least, why was the judge so bad? He let in character evidence which was inadmissible. He
took a vacation in the middle of the trial! He also started court late every day, took long breaks, and
even made everyone wait hours for the verdict.
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I found an article about Judge Bowman called Affirmative Action Failure: get this bad Judge Bowman off
the bench. It tells some interesting history of this man, who was appointed by Granholm and sadly reelected last month.
Moving forward
No matter how upsetting all of this is, none of it really matters. Supposedly an appeal will be filed, but
for now the situation is what it is and can’t be changed. Now we need to support Jeff and his family and
pray for a reasonable sentence.
Hopefully Jeff will get out of prison while he is still a young man. Hopefully he will also have the
opportunity to obtain some degrees while in prison, as well as keep up his spiritual and physical
strength.
In addition to cards and letters to Jeff, please continue to pray for Jeff and his family.
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Jeff Pyne needs YOU to write letters to Judge Bowman - January 4, 2013
Please take a minute to write a letter to the judge on Jeffrey Pyne’s behalf, asking for compassion and
leniency when he is sentenced to prison on January 29. I have included a sample letter and instructions
below.
Please don’t put it off, and please don’t assume that others will write enough letters to make up for your
slack. The bottom line is that a simple letter from you will be weighed by the judge when determining
Jeffrey Pyne’s prison sentence.
Pyne is a former U of M-Flint student from rural Highland, Michigan. Right before Christmas, he was
found guilty of second degree murder of his mentally ill mother, who had previously been violent
towards Jeffrey and his 12-year old sister Julia.
Jeff, who turned 23 immediately after his trial, continues to maintain his innocence. His family and
friends have supported him throughout the ordeal.
Letter from Jeffrey has me crying again
Today, I received a letter from Jeffrey in response to my recent letter to him. The letter was sweet as
usual, and he expressed his frustration and depression over the guilty verdict.
Despite the fact that his birthday and holidays were “terrible,” Jeff told me that he is keeping the faith.
“All of the support I’ve gotten has been a blessing and means so much,” he said. “God lets us go through
things that don’t make sense sometimes, but I trust it will make me a better person. I’m hanging onto all
the love and prayers.”
Jeff continued. “People have asked me what they can do to help. In addition to prayers and letters, I
pray that people will write the judge asking for leniency in my sentencing. Hopefully that makes an
impact in my favor. I have no idea what to expect, and am getting myself mentally prepared to go to
prison for a time.”
As usual, his primary concern remains for his family, especially his father and sister.
“My main worry is for my dad and Julia,” he concluded. “I constantly think about them and hope they’re
doing okay, and am grateful for the support that the community has provided to them.”
Does that convince you to please write the judge? Whether you are a family member, a friend, or simply
someone who has been touched by this tragic situation, Jeffrey Pyne needs you!
How long will Jeff Pyne be in prison?
The scary thing is that Judge Leo Bowman has a lot of discretion when he sentences Jeffrey Pyne.
Bowman seems like a fair judge, and luckily, there are guidelines for him to use to calculate how many
years that Jeff will spend in prison. Also, when the judge sets the sentence, he considers any letters or
speeches in support of or against Jeffrey Pyne.

Page 91 of 114

Jeffrey Pyne
There are several factors that the judge will consider when sentencing Jeff. According to the law, Jeff
could get up to life in prison, but most legal experts have stated that the guidelines will come out with a
sentence between 8-15 years.
However, according to the Detroit Free Press, the prosecutors have already calculated that they think
Jeff should be sentenced for 13-30 years. Hopefully, Jeff’s attorney Jim Champion will have a strong
argument to get Jeff's sentence reduced much lower.
Also, Jeff’s attorney Jim Champion has already started the appeal process due to errors in the trial.
However, an appeal hearing takes up to a year. Also, even if they win the appeal, Jeff will have to go
through another trial.
Sample letter
Please feel free to use the sample letter I wrote below and change a few things to make it personal to
you.
Also, the sentencing will be held on January 29, but please send all letters as soon as possible to the
following address:
Honorable Judge Leo Bowman
Oakland County Circuit Court
1200 N. Telegraph Road
Pontiac, MI 48341
January 4, 2013
Honorable Judge Leo Bowman,
I am writing to ask you for leniency and compassion when you sentence Jeffrey Pyne on January 29th.
As a former teacher of Jeffrey, I am confident that he poses absolutely no threat to the community. He
has always been the kind and loving peacemaker, and his past actions and leadership activities should
bear some weight when you decide how long he should remain locked up.
In addition, the past ordeals that Jeffrey has endured due to the mental health of his mother should be
considered when sentencing Jeffrey.
Hopefully you are aware that Jeffrey has tremendous support from the community, including a few
hundred people who attended a fundraiser to help support his legal battle. Jeff’s strong community and
family support will help him adapt, especially if he is released while he is still a young man.
I have corresponded with Jeffrey over the past year, and his primary concern is for his family, especially
his younger sister, who really misses him.
In short, Jeffrey Pyne has an extremely bright future ahead of him if he is given a chance. I respectfully
request your lenience when sentencing Jeffrey Pyne, and hope that you will consider the minimum
possible sentence.
Sincerely,
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Donna Gundle-Krieg
address
phone number
email address
How to send mail to Jeff
While Jeff will probably be transferred to a state prison after his sentencing date, he remains in the
Oakland County Jail. There is another article about how to send Jeff Pyne letters until he is sentenced
and moved.
In addition to writing a letter to the judge and writing Jeff, please continue to pray for the entire Pyne
family.
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Pyne juror regrets second-degree verdict - January 16, 2013
A juror has called Jeffrey Pyne’s attorney expressing regret for the decision to convict Pyne of the
second-degree murder of his mother, according to a story on M-Live.com.
Pyne was found guilty right before Christmas, and will be sentenced on January 29th.
Jeffrey, a 23-year old former student from the University of Michigan-Flint, continues to maintain his
innocence, and his family, friends and community support him.
His mother, Ruth, was murdered in May 2011. She was mentally ill for years, and had previously been
violent towards Jeffrey and his younger sister Julia.
Jury compromised verdict
Pyne's attorney, James Champion, recently told M-Live that he received a call from one juror who said
that she felt awful after rendering the second-degree murder guilty verdict.
Champion believes that the jury decided on second-degree murder as a compromise, since there was
only circumstantial evidence against Jeff.
The attorney called this "splitting the baby." The jury had enough doubts that they did not convict Pyne
of first degree murder, which was the original charge. However, they were not sure what happened, so
they convicted Pyne of the lesser charge.
The mandatory sentence for a first-degree murder conviction in Michigan is life in prison without parole.
Second-degree murder can carry a charge anywhere from one year to life in prison. Prosecutors are
seeking a 13-30 year prison term for Jeff Pyne.
M-Live reporter doesn’t understand verdict
“Logically, the verdict seemed strange,” mused Gus Burns, the M-Live reporter who sat through the trial.
Burns explained that the main difference between first-degree and second-degree murder is the malice
of forethought. The prosecutor argued that the killer showed undeniable intent based on the nature of
the injuries. In addition, many witnesses for the prosecution testified that there had to be intent.
“Based on this premise, if you believe Jeffrey Pyne delivered the injuries, he should be guilty of firstdegree murder,” stated Burns.
Everything in the trial seemed to work against Jeff Pyne. For example, Champion also believes the timing
and length of the trial may have contributed to the outcome.
"It was Christmas time right around the bend and they wanted to get out of there," he said.
There will definitely be an appeal, according to Champion.
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Pyne will serve 20-60 years in prison for mom’s murder - January 29, 2013
Late this afternoon, Jeffrey Pyne was sentenced to 20-60 years in prison by Oakland County Judge Leo
Bowman.
In December 2012, a jury found Pyne found guilty of second degree murder of his mother, Ruth Pyne,
who was murdered in May 2011. Ruth Pyne was mentally ill for years, and had previously been violent
towards Jeffrey and his younger sister Julia.
Jeff Pyne, 23 and a former honor student from the University of Michigan-Flint, continues to maintain
his innocence. His family, friends and community support him, and there will definitely be an appeal.
According to Jeff’s dad Bernie Pyne, for the next 30 days, Pyne will be in Jackson State Prison. After that,
he will be assigned to a long-term location.
Jeff Pyne can’t wear suit anymore
Now that Jeffrey was found guilty, he wears his orange jumpsuit in court, and has his hands chained
around his stomach as he sits in the jury box waiting for his fate. This is in contrast to the suit and tie
that Jeff was able to wear throughout the trial, when he was allowed to sit next to his attorney.
The judge started out by telling the prosecutor that he received his memorandum of sentencing, but did
not receive any memorandum from Mr. Champion. He also noted that Mr. Champion did not submit any
response to the prosecutor’s memorandum.
Prosecutor speaks
Prosecutor Skrzynski began by speaking so softly that no one in the audience could hear him. He
mentioned the violent nature of the crime and the fact that Jeffrey maintained his innocence. I also
heard something about protecting society.
I did hear the prosecutor’s witness from the Department of Corrections Office recommend from 22 ½
years to 60 years in prison. She stated that if the defendant took part in the programs available, and was
cooperative, he would serve the minimum amount of that sentence.
Defense argues for lighter sentence
Jeffrey Pyne’s attorney, James Champion, spoke on behalf of Jeffrey. For some reason, he did not submit
a sentencing memorandum, and said that he did not have any issues with the prosecutor’s scoring of the
sentence.
Champion did ask for a lighter sentence of 13 ½ years, which is at the low end of the guidelines. He then
spoke about Jeffrey’s character and community support.
Jeff reads letter pleading for mercy
The judge allowed Jeff to read a letter on his behalf. Jeff thanked his family and supporters. He said that
he loves them all very much and looks forward to being with them again.
Jeff maintained his innocence. “I hope that someday the truth may be made known and I may be
acquitted,” he said. “However, your honor, I do realize that I was convicted and that you have to
sentence me.”
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Jeff asked the judge for leniency. “My family especially my father and sister, need and want me home so
that we can continue to move on from this tragedy,” he said tearfully. “I ask you for that mercy now.
Not for me, but for my family, as my sentence directly affects them.”
Family reads emotional statements
Linda Jarvie, Ruth Pyne’s sister, was out of town and had the prosecutor read a statement from her. In
the letter, she said that she believes Jeff is guilty. She wants Jeffrey to acknowledge his role in the crime
so that he can receive the help that he needs.
Until he admits his role in this crime, he cannot be free, she said in the letter. “How long will this take? I
have no idea. That is up to him.”
Susan Showerman, another sister of Ruth Pyne, then read a letter from Jeff’s grandmother (Ruth Pyne’s
mother) on behalf of Jeff Pyne. “He is a good boy and I do not believe that he did this,” the letter stated.
Jeff’s Aunt Susan then read her own letter on behalf of Jeff. “I want to know who is responsible for my
sister’s murder,” she said. “Unfortunately, I still do not know, as I do not feel that this case was proven
beyond a reasonable doubt.”
“Jeff is always a model son, nephew, and sister. He is a positive effect on his sister Julie. I pray that he
will come home quickly.”
Bernie Pyne then read a letter from his daughter Julia. In the letter, Julia stated what a great brother
Jeffrey has been “I ask you to send him home soon as me and my dad love him very much,” said Julia in
her letter.
Bernie Pyne then spoke, stating that his wife’s sister Linda did not have any relationship with Ruth, and
that he wasn’t sure why she was now so concerned about Ruth.
Bernie then read his own letter asking for leniency for his son Jeff, stating that he wants him to come
home where he belongs.
Bowman knows there is community support
Judge Bowman then mentioned that the court has received numerous letters that were submitted on
behalf of the defendant. There were also a number of cards submitted. These letters and cards came
from Michigan and other states.
Bowman said that he previously read each of these letters, and also thoroughly reviewed the
prosecutor’s memorandum for sentencing as well as the pre-sentencing report.
Bowman stated that 98% of the letters he received in support of Jeff came from people who are still
convinced of Jeffrey Pyne’s innocence. However, the judge stated that he must note that 12 jurors heard
all of the evidence, and were convinced that Jeff was guilty beyond a reasonable doubt.
The judge then stated that despite all the support for Jeff, Ruth Pyne was brutally murdered and he sees
no reason to deviate from the guidelines. Bowman said that he feels that he must deter society and
punish the defendant to send the message that no matter who you are, you have to pay for your crime.
"Therefore, this court sentences the defendant to 20-60 years,” stated the judge.
He then gave Jeffrey Pyne the information necessary to inform him of his rights to appeal.
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Did jury compromise verdict?
Pyne's attorney, James Champion, recently told M-Live that he received a call from one juror who said
that she felt awful after rendering the second-degree murder guilty verdict.
Champion believes that the jury decided on second degree murder as a compromise, since there was
only circumstantial evidence against Jeff.
The attorney called this "splitting the baby." The jury had enough doubts that they did not convict Pyne
of first degree murder, which was the original charge. However, they were not sure what happened, so
they convicted him of the lesser charge.
The mandatory sentence for a first-degree murder conviction in Michigan is life in prison without parole.
The second degree murder charge which Pyne was convicted of can carry a charge anywhere from one
year to life in prison.
What’s next for Jeffrey Pyne?
For the next 30 days, Pyne will be in Jackson State Prison for some sort of evaluation period. After that,
he will be assigned to a long-term location.
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Update on Jeff Pyne in prison - February 9, 2013
If you would like to communicate with Jeffrey Pyne, or keep track of his case, there are two different
websites available, JPay and OTIS.
Jeff really looks forward to mail from anyone, even those who he does not know. As one of my friends
recently wrote me, “it is biblical” to write those in prison, regardless of what one thinks of his guilt.
Pyne, 23, was sentenced to 20-60 years in prison after being found guilty of second degree murder of his
mother, Ruth Pyne.
Pyne is a former honor student from the University of Michigan-Flint who continues to maintain his
innocence. His family, friends and community support him, and there will definitely be an appeal.
JPay and OTIS
To keep up with Jeffrey Pyne’s status and other aspects of his case, go to the Michigan Department of
Corrections website. Jeffrey Bernard Pyne’s prisoner number is #863525
If you want to write Jeff an email, or send him money or even music, you can go to JPay.com. Again,
Jeff’s prisoner number is #863525.
JPay charges money to send emails, but that may be the best way to contact Jeff since he will probably
be assigned to a different prison soon. JPay also has a forum and a list of prisoner resources.
Jeff’s temporary address
Jeff is currently being held on a temporary basis at the Egeler Reception And Guidance Center. The name
makes it sound like he is checking in to a resort with a hospitality suite!
His address for the next couple of weeks is:
Jeffrey Bernard Pyne #863525
Charles Egeler Reception & Guidance Center
3855 Cooper St
Jackson, MI 49201-7547
There are not detailed regulations, but the website does say that “Mail is prohibited if it is a threat to
the security, good order, or discipline of the facility, may facilitate or encourage criminal activity, or may
interfere with the rehabilitation of the prisoner.”

Page 98 of 114

Jeffrey Pyne
Attorney appointed for Pyne's appeal is respected and experienced - March 7, 2013
A seasoned and well-respected local attorney named Neil J. Leithauser was appointed this week to
represent Jeffrey Pyne as he appeals his conviction for second degree murder of his mother, Ruth Pyne.
Pyne, 23, was recently sentenced to 20-60 years in prison. His family, friends and community support
the former University of Michigan honors student, who continues to maintain his innocence.
Leithauser has strong experience in criminal appeals
Leithauser has strong experience in both trial and appellate court.
“He specializes in appeals before the Michigan Court of Appeals, Michigan Supreme Court, 6th circuit
and U.S. Supreme Court,” according to his biography.
He is also a contract research attorney with the Criminal Defense Resource Center and with the State
Appellate Defender Office.
On top of this, Leithauser serves as Associate Editor of the Criminal Defense Newsletter.
Leithauser has a good reputation
So far, the information and feedback about Mr. Leithauser is good news for Jeffrey Pyne.
“He will do a good job for Jeffrey, as he has a lot of experience,” stated a defense attorney who has
worked with him in Detroit.
Jeff’s father Bernie Pyne also said that Leithauser returned his call immediately and wanted to know
everything possible about the case.
Jeff deserves a fair trial
Jeff deserves a good appeals attorney and a new trial because his first trial was not fair.
First of all, Jeffrey’s trial attorney had never tried a murder case before, and did not call any defense
witnesses. The evidence against Pyne was entirely circumstantial.
In addition, several experts have stated that the judge made serious errors in the case. For example, he
let in character evidence from a former girlfriend, which was unrelated to the case. The judge also
allowed the prosecutor to add in the second-degree murder charge after both sides had rested.
Last but certainly not least, the original murder charges were brought against Jeffrey Pyne after a grand
jury was used. The grand jury process is highly controversial, and causes defendants to lose many of
their rights.
It will probably be a year or so before we know what will happen with Jeffrey Pyne's appeal. However,
the news about his appointed attorney is welcome for Jeff Pyne's many supporters.
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Former UM student Jeff Pyne waits for mail in new Muskegon location - March 22,
2013
Jeffrey Pyne has now been moved to the Earnest C. Brooks Correctional Facility in Muskegon, Michigan.
As usual, the former honor student from the University of Michigan could really use mail to cheer him
up.
“He will probably be there until we get him out,” said his father Bernie Pyne.
The good news is that Jeffrey Pyne told his dad that this prison is much quieter, the food is better, and
he gets outside for a couple of hours each day.
Pyne, 23, was sentenced to 20-60 years in prison after being found guilty of second degree murder of his
mother, Ruth Pyne. The former Christian school valedictorian continues to maintain his innocence, and
has filed an appeal.
A respected and experienced attorney named Neil J. Leithauser was recently appointed to handle Jeffrey
Pyne’s appeal.
How to send mail to Jeff Pyne
According to Bernie Pyne, Jeff can only get regular snail mail.
Jeffrey Pyne's mailing address is:
Jeffrey Bernard Pyne #863525
Earnest C. Brooks Correctional Facility
2500 S. Sheridan Drive
Muskegon Heights, MI 49444
Complete mailing restrictions for the Michigan prison
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Educating the public about a jury's right to nullify - April 1, 2013
Did you know that jurors are allowed to follow their consciences, even if that means that the final
decision does not follow the law or the judge’s instructions?
A jury’s right to nullify is something that is not taught in our schools. In fact, most citizens are unaware
of this power.
Ellie Krieg, my daughter, recently wrote a detailed research paper about a jury’s right to nullify.
She wrote this paper for her senior-level legal studies course at Grand Valley State University and
received an “A” from one of the toughest teachers in the program!
In this paper, Krieg discusses the story of University of Michigan student Jeffrey Pyne being convicted of
murdering his mentally ill mother. She maintains that the outcome of the case may have been different
if the jury was informed of its right to nullify. She quotes legal television personality Nancy Grace, who
predicted that the jury would in fact nullify the Pyne verdict.
In addition to reviewing the laws, precedence, and pros and cons regarding jury nullification, Krieg also
argues that our laws support the fact that jurors should be instructed about their rights to follow their
consciences.
"Jury instructions, and whether or not they inform jurors of the right to nullify, can have an interesting
effect on the outcome of verdicts, and therefore, it is an important topic to address,” she states.
“By allowing jury nullification, the court is placing a higher emphasis on morality rather than the strict
following of the law, and if the court allows nullification, it certainly ought to inform jurors of this.”
Here is the comprehensive and complete research paper: A Jury’s Right to Nullify
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Dateline NBC explores Jeffrey Pyne murder charge Wednesday May 15 - May 13,
2013
Did U of M student Jeffrey Pyne receive justice when he was convicted of murdering Ruth Pyne, his
mentally ill mother?
Many people do not think so.
Dateline NBC has a special show about this issue, which will be aired this Wednesday, May 15 at 8:00
Eastern time.
The show regarding Jeffrey Pyne will be part of NBC Dateline's “Behind Closed Doors” series.
Many people I know were interviewed for this show, including my son Steven Krieg, who was good
friends with Jeff Pyne in high school.
For those who will miss it, this special Dateline NBC show regarding Jeff Pyne will also be available online
starting Thursday morning, May 16. (*** link no longer valid)
Jeffrey Pyne was sentenced to 20-60 years in prison after being convicted of second degree murder of
his mother Ruth Pyne.
Jeff Pyne maintains his innocence, and has filed an appeal. He has the support of his family and friends.
How to send mail to Jeff Pyne
Recently Jeffrey Pyne, 23, moved to the Earnest C. Brooks Correctional facility in Muskegon, Michigan.
Jeffrey Pyne's mailing address is:
Jeffrey Bernard Pyne #863525
Earnest C. Brooks Correctional Facility
2500 S. Sheridan Drive
Muskegon Heights, MI 49444
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Visiting Jeff Pyne in Michigan prison is educational, heart-wrenching - August 13,
2013
A few weeks ago, I visited my friend and former student Jeffrey Pyne at the Earnest C Brooks
Correctional Facility in Muskegon. It was quite an educational and moving experience.
It was also so heart-wrenching that I am just now able to write about it.
The visit lasted for over three hours, and educated me about what a prisoner’s day is like and how
prisoners cope. What I really learned is how much outside support means to Jeffrey and anyone else
who does not have freedom.
Jeffrey anxious about appeal
Pyne, who was convicted in 2012 of the second degree murder of his mother Ruth Pyne, is currently
waiting for his appeal attorney to file his paperwork.
Jeffrey has spent every possible minute preparing notes and gathering information for his appeal, as he
is able to go to the library once in awhile. He is hoping to meet his attorney Neil J. Leithauser soon, in
order to share his notebooks full of information.
Don’t visit during prison count or meals
On the day of my visit, I arrived at the prison at 3:45 pm to be told that Jeff wasn’t available until after
the daily prisoner count. So I came back at 5:00 as instructed.
After I arrived back at the prison, I had to put my personal belongings in a locker. I was then "body
searched" before being led by an armed guard to the visiting lounge.
As I was walking down the hall, a rush of emotion came over me and my nervous stomach started
reacting. What would I say to Jeff? Would he be happy to see me? After all, I hadn’t talked to him in
person or hugged him since his mother’s funeral.
When we got into the room, Jeff was sitting along the wall in a large lounge. The room had rows of
comfortable chairs, several vending machines, and lots of armed guards.
Jeffrey’s face brightened when he saw me, and he stood up to greet me. He hugged me very tightly. “I
am so glad you came,” he said, his voice filled with emotion.
The tears already started flowing. However, I not want him to see me crying, and they didn’t even let me
bring Kleenex into the visiting room.
Jeff and I were able to choose two seats in the center of the lounge so we could talk. This was in
contrast to the Oakland County Jail, where Jeff was only allowed to visit with people through a video
screen.
Nothing more important than visitors
Okay, now what? I took a deep breath. “So did I interrupt anything important?” I asked him.
“No, nothing is more important than visitors. I am so happy to see you.” he said again.
“Tell me what you do with your day,” I suggested.
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“I do get out of my cell for 3 meals and 1-2 hours outside every day. The rest of the time I’m in my cell. I
only have one roommate and I have a TV in my cell."
He paused. “It’s a lot better than the Oakland County Jail.”
“So what time is your dinner?” I queried.
“Right after prisoner count,” he answered.
Then it hit me. “You are missing dinner? Why didn’t they tell me? Why don’t I leave and come back?” I
suggested.
“NO PLEASE DON’T LEAVE!” Jeff suddenly became a bit agitated, then looked sheepish. “I mean, I would
always choose a visitor over eating prison food. I don’t want you to go, even if you do come back."
Wow. Tears are coming again. Now what do I say?
“Well they did let me bring in quarters, so maybe I can buy you something from the vending machine,” I
offered.
“Sure, thanks,” he said. “But I’m not very hungry now. I’d rather talk first. I have a lot of questions for
you.”
So much to discuss, so little time
Silly me for thinking that Jeff and I would have nothing to talk about. We have so many common friends
and shared memories.
We talked about his family. He expressed how grateful he is for all of the family support he receives
from his dad, sister, aunts, uncles, grandparents and others.
“It’s hard to know what to say sometimes,” he admitted. “The hardest phone call I ever made was when
I had to call home after the conviction and talk to my dad and Julia.”
Emotion choked his voice again.
We moved on to talk about our many common friends at West Highland.
“We never know whether it’s good for you to hear about some of their achievements,” I told him. “It
must be hard when you are stuck in here.”
“I always love to hear from any of my friends,” he said. “And I really love to hear stories about them
doing well. It gives me hope.” He said that he was especially glad to hear that my son Steven would be
visiting him soon.
We talked about the book that Jeff wants to write. He probably will not get rich on a book, but wants to
tell his story. “Don’t forget that a book might also help find the real killer,” I reminded him. “Someone
out there must know something.”
We then talked in detail about the trial. I was one of the few people who sat through the entire trial, and
he wanted to know what I thought about every witness and jury member as well as the prosecutor and
judge and their various moves.
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During the time we discussed the trial, Jeff became angry, sad, and frustrated at all the appropriate
times. If this guy is guilty, he is an awesome actor.
Last but not least, Jeffrey told me that it's his faith that gets him through every day. "I know that God
has a plan for all this," he said. "He has to."
Difficult to say goodbye
After hours of deep and exhausting conversations, I told Jeff that I only had $4.00 worth of quarters
since I had no idea that he was going to miss dinner.
“So why don’t we walk up to those vending machines and see what we can buy for $4.00?” I suggested.
“I am not allowed to walk over to the machines,” he said sheepishly.
There was an awkward silence. Obviously this rule is the least of his worries, but why in the heck can’t
they let the guy walk to the vending machine?
So I walked over myself and bought him a chicken salad sandwich and an orange pop, which he
gratefully consumed.
Then it was time to say goodbye.
We walked back over to the “prisoner’s row,” where he is supposed to sit and wait for the guard.
I hugged him again.
“Thank you for coming,” he repeated. “I was so happy to see you.”
I get it now, Jeff. I will be back to see you as often as I can.
I promise.
Jeffrey Pyne's mailing address is:
Jeffrey Bernard Pyne #863525
Earnest C. Brooks Correctional Facility
2500 S. Sheridan Drive
Muskegon Heights, MI 49444
Complete mailing restrictions for the Michigan prison
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Jeffrey Pyne murder story is season premiere for new crime show on Sunday August 29, 2013
The tragic story of former University of Michigan student Jeffrey Pyne will be the season premiere this
Sunday at 9:00 pm on the new show Deadline: Crime with Tamron Hall.
Pyne was convicted in 2012 of the second degree murder of his mother Ruth Pyne. He is currently
waiting for his appeal attorney to file his paperwork.
Pyne is my family friend and former student, and recently I visited him in a Muskegon prison.
Show will feature yours truly
Due to my relationship with Jeffrey, last spring I was interviewed for the Deadline: Crime with Tamron
Hall show.
An entire crew came to my mother’s house, and it was quite the ordeal.
This interview was quite in-depth compared to my previous interviews about this case for People
Magazine, Good Morning America and Fox News.
They talked to me about my perception of the unfair murder trial of Jeff Pyne, which was based on
circumstantial evidence. Their questioning focused on my investigation and daily coverage of the
murder trial.
I am anxious to see how the show turns out. If I’m lucky, they will only show me for a split second, like
the Dateline show did recently after interviewing my son Steven in detail about the case.
Maybe this show will causes someone, somewhere to come forward with information about the case.
Where can this new crime show be found?
The program can be found on the Investigation Discovery Channel, according to Peter L. Bull, Producer
for NBC News - Peacock Productions.
I figured that we wouldn’t get the channel, but most of us do. It is easily found by putting in a zip code
and internet provider at this link.
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Appeal filed for Jeffrey Pyne focuses on attorney's performance in murder trial September 25, 2013
Jeffrey Pyne has a ray of hope while he sits in prison, as this week his appeal attorney Neil J. Leithauser
filed a detailed and comprehensive appeal on his behalf.
Pyne, a former University of Michigan student, was convicted in December 2012 of second degree
murder of his mentally ill mother, Ruth Pyne. He is currently serving 20-60 years in prison.
The appeal put forth two major arguments on his behalf: 1) that the court allowed a significant amount
of improper evidence; and 2) that James Champion, trial attorney, failed to present a substantial
defense.
Pyne, 23, has also requested a “Ginther hearing” for Champion, alleging “constitutionally deficient
performance.”
A Ginther hearing is defined as an “evidentiary hearing on a motion for a new trial claiming ineffective
assistance of counsel.”
Trial attorney did not call any witnesses
During the Ginther hearing, it is expected that Champion will explain “why no defense witnesses were
presented, and also explain his failure to object to multiple instances of …potentially objectionable
testimony during trial," stated Leithauser.
The appeal attorney explained that potential defense witnesses would have benefited Jeff Pyne, as they
included the Chief Medical Examiner of Macomb County, Dr. Daniel Spitz, and Jeff’s father, Bernard
Pyne.
For example, Dr. Spitz would have testified that, contrary to the opinions of the government witnesses,
the hand injuries on Pyne were likely NOT caused by a 2 X 4 or similar object.
In addition, Bernard Pyne wanted to tell the jury about his wife’s medication compliance and behavior
as well the character of and complete lack of violent behavior by his son.
Bernard Pyne was also unable to testify that he observed a blue mark on a cabinet near the body.
The Ginther hearing may be held as soon as next month, and could expedite the appeal process.
Otherwise, it may be next spring before the Court of Appeals rules on the issues.
Below is a summary of the appeal. Dozens of cases and hundreds of examples are cited in the full brief
for appeal.
Argument I: improper evidence
“The trial court’s failure to prevent, or to reasonably restrict, the prosecution’s usage of improper
character, opinion and non-relevant other acts evidence –in a case where direct evidence of guilt was
lacking and the proofs were comprised of inferential circumstantial evidence and opinions of witnesses –
was an abuse of discretion which denied Mr. Pyne his constitutional rights to a fair trial and due process
of law under the sixth, fifth and fourteenth amendments,” states Argument I .
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Ultimately, the court, defense counsel and the prosecutor all have the responsibility to ensure that Mr.
Pyne’s trial was fair.
“The trial court failed in its ultimate obligations," stated Leithauser.
Unfair prejudice is especially likely where improper character evidence is utilized. For example, the trial
court allowed evidence of Mr. Pyne drinking, lying while dating Ms. Freeman, and opinions about
whether Mr. Pyne was truthful.
Leithauser explained that a prosecutor may ask a witness about specific instances reflecting on the
defendant's character, but only where the defendant has placed his or her character at issue. Yet the
prosecution chose to attack Mr. Pyne’s character where the defense had not put character into issue.
“Despite -- or, perhaps, because of -- the complete lack of any prior violent act by Mr. Pyne, on anybody,
the prosecution found it necessary to argue non-relevant acts,” according to the brief.
Opinion testimony by officers inadmissible
In addition, the trial court erred by allowing the opinion testimony of the officers.
“Experts may certainly provide opinions, and lay witnesses may provide opinion testimony in a more
limited manner,” according to “The Rules of Opinion Testimony by Lay Witnesses.”
Yet the police detectives were allowed to render opinions on multiple crucial topics, although they were
not qualified as experts in those areas. For example, blood-spatter, emotional states, “fake” behavior,
etc.
“The trial court failed in its threshold duty to act as the gatekeeper prior to the admission of that
evidence, and defense counsel failed to timely object and, in that failure, deprived Mr. Pyne of
constitutionally effective assistance of counsel under the Sixth Amendment.”
Argument II : ineffective counsel
“Mr. Pyne was denied his sixth amendment right to the effective assistance of counsel where counsel
failed to present a substantial defense, failed to object to inadmissible hearsay, failed to object to
improper prosecution argument, and opened the door to highly prejudicial opinion evidence," according
to Argument II.
"Counsel’s deficiencies must be considered in their totality," stated Leithauser. “Multiple errors of
counsel are evident in the existing record.
“The record is clear that no defense witnesses were called. The reasons are not clear, and remand is
sought for that clarification.”
Essentially, the prosecution’s case went unchallenged, according to the brief.
“There was no strength to the defendant’s case...The jury saw the picture painted only by the
prosecution, and was left with no foundation to formulate an articulable and reasonable doubt.”
“Counsel’s failure to challenge inadmissible testimony is reflective of a pattern of counsel’s failure to be
at the forefront in the protection of Mr. Pyne’s constitutional rights.”
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Trial counsel utilized a tactic, or theatric, perhaps, throughout the trial, asking almost all of the
witnesses if they knew who killed Ms. Pyne. Adding insult to injury, “he opened to door on multiple
occasions to the detailed explanations of witness opinions about Mr. Pyne’s guilt.”
“More problematically, certainly, is the impact on the jury of law enforcement personnel -- with the
prestige of the State behind them -- stepping into the jury’s role as fact finder and presenting the
otherwise inadmissible opinions of guilt.”
In short, “counsel failed to effectively challenge the prosecution’s case, particularly as the case was so
largely dependent upon innuendo, speculation and opinion.
“The jury, without something specific or viable to challenge the prosecution’s case, had nothing with
which to counter the theories, opinions and inferences.”
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Grand juries take away citizen rights – November 6, 2013
Grand juries and “citizen grand juries” are being used across the country for a variety of cases,
despite the fact that the grand jury process is very flawed and many experts are calling for
reform.
“Originally, grand juries were used to protect citizens from government prosecution, while now
they essentially have the opposite effect,” stated Ellie Krieg in an A+ research paper written for
Grand Valley State University.
In fact, the grand jury is “little more than a rubber stamp that would indict a ham sandwich if
the prosecutor asked,” according to N Kuckes in a study written in the American Criminal Law
Review.
“Some argue that reform is not necessary, but these people mostly include prosecutors and
police, who claim that the system is not abused and it a helpful tool to solving crimes.”
What are the problems with grand juries?
“The main complaint about grand juries is that they are used as a prosecutor’s tool,” stated
Krieg. “Grand juries have unlimited subpoena power, and anyone who refuses to testify to a
grand jury can be jailed.”
In addition, most court rules do not apply to grand jury proceedings. For example, hearsay and
many other types of evidence that would not be allowed at trial are allowed in grand jury
hearings. Also, defense attorneys are not allowed to object or question witnesses, and in
federal grand jury proceedings, they are not even allowed to be present.
“The opportunity to bully, to harass, [and] to intimidate is surely present in the grand jury
room” according to expert M.E. Frankel, M.E. in his book “The grand jury: An institution on
trial.”
Are there local examples of grand jury abuse?
Krieg points out that the community of Highland, Michigan observed the grand jury process
firsthand during the Jeffrey Pyne trial last year.
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Pyne was indicted by a grand jury in Oakland County on counts of first-degree murder, despite
the fact that there was no DNA evidence or murder weapon found. Pyne’s lawyer,
overconfident of a jury victory during the trial, did not present any witnesses for Pyne.
After the verdict of second degree murder, jurors expressed regret after gaining knowledge of
evidence that was not presented in the trial.
“It is likely that a trial would have never happened in the first place without the prosecutorial
abuse of the grand jury proceedings,” stated Krieg. “Many of Jeffrey Pyne’s rights were taken
away under the grand jury system, and now he is in prison for twenty to sixty years after the
lack of a fair and speedy trial that he should have been allowed.”
See the complete and unedited research paper regarding grand juries
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Jeff Pyne needs support for upcoming birthday, anniversary of conviction December 13, 2013
This is a very difficult time of year for the Pyne family, and Jeffrey Pyne recently told me that many
people who were previously writing him seem to have forgotten about him.
Jeff Pyne, whose 24th birthday is next week, awaits his appeal in a Muskegon prison. Last year at this
time, he was convicted of second degree murder for the killing of his mother Ruth Pyne, and was
sentenced to 20-60 years in prison.
Jeff was convicted without forensic evidence, and jurors have since expressed regret at the decision.
Jeff Pyne’s family and friends continue to support his innocence, even if some people have temporarily
moved on during the wait. Many friends have told me that the entire ordeal was so horrible that they
have pushed Jeffrey (and the situation) to the back of their minds.
My daughter and I are going to see Jeffrey tomorrow to try to bring him some holiday cheer. Visiting Jeff
Pyne in prison is heart-wrenching, but he continues to be positive and upbeat.
How to mail Jeff Pyne
Jeffrey, a former U of M-Flint student from rural Highland, Michigan, really appreciates mail.
“Letters mean a great deal to me and are the highlight of my day,” he said. “I am happy to hear anything
from anyone.” He even enjoys hearing from people who have never met him.
Jeff also appreciates books, as he has a lot of time to read. He especially likes politics, fiction and
spiritually encouraging books.
PLEASE DO NOT SEND BOOKS DIRECTLY. They must be sent directly from the publisher, or from major
vendor such as Amazon.com. Complete mailing restrictions for Michigan prisons
Jeffrey Pyne's mailing address is:
Jeffrey Bernard Pyne #863525
Earnest C. Brooks Correctional Facility
2500 S. Sheridan Drive
Muskegon Heights, MI 49444
Your letter must have a RETURN ADDRESS in the corner.
There is also the option of sending Jeff emails and gifts of cash so that he can purchase snacks and other
items. It’s easy to set up an account for this.
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Higher court upholds Jeff Pyne's mother-murder conviction - February 3, 2015
Jeffrey Pyne, 25, will remain in prison as his second-degree murder conviction was upheld by the
Michigan Court of Appeals last week.
Pyne, a former University of Michigan student, was convicted in 2012 of killing his 51 year-old mother,
Ruth Pyne, whose body was found in the garage of the family’s Highland Township home in 2011.
Pyne’s appellate attorneys, led by Neil Leithauser, argued that he was wrongly convicted based on
testimony that was irrelevant and caused the jury to question his character.
In addition, “there was no direct evidence of guilt. The evidence of guilt largely involved opinions and
inferences of the experts, as well as opinions and inferences from non-experts,” stated the brief.
The attorneys also argued that Pyne’s trial attorney was ineffective. James Champion of Grand Rapids
had never before handled a murder trial.
“It is expected that trial counsel would explain why no defense witnesses were presented,” stated the
brief, “and also explain his failure to object to multiple instances of hearsay and other potentially
objectionable testimony during trial.”
Pyne remains in Earnest Brooks facility in Muskegon serving a 20- to 60-year sentence. His earliest
possible release date is Oct. 10, 2031.
Irrelevant testimony
There was a lot of testimony in the trial, which was widely covered by national media including Dateline
NBC, Nancy Grace, Good Morning America, and 24 Hours.
For example, there was drawn out dramatic testimony from a former girlfriend who Pyne had lied to in
order to date another girl. This testimony was used to convince the jury that Pyne was a liar and
therefore killed his mother.
The prosecution also claimed that Jeff Pyne had a motive for killing Ruth Pyne since she had previously
assaulted her son at a time when she was mentally ill.
No Witnesses
The higher court also stated that “Defendant has not shown that any additional effort by defense
counsel would have produced witnesses who could have been helpful to the defense.”
However, potential defense witnesses included the Chief Medical Examiner of Macomb County, Dr.
Daniel Spitz, and Defendant-Appellant’s father, Bernard Pyne.
“Dr. Spitz would testify that, contrary to the opinions the Oakland County Medical Examiners, the
injuries on Appellant’s hands were likely not caused by a 2 X 4 or similar object in the manner described
by the Oakland County pathologists,” according to the attorneys.
Bernard Pyne was expected to testify about his wife’s medication compliance; her behaviors in the days,
weeks and months prior to her death. The elder Pyne also wanted to tell the jury about his son’s
complete lack of violent behavior and character for violence. Jeff Pyne still lived at home as a college
student in order to help with his younger sister Julia.
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In addition, Bernard Pyne wanted to let the jury know that he observed a blue mark on a cabinet near
the body at the murder scene, which was not present before the assault. This suggests “a blue object
made the impact; that there were no such objects at his household, and no items that could have
caused the fatal injuries were missing from the house.”
Jeffrey Pyne Needs Support
Jeffrey does plan to further appeal his conviction to the Michigan Supereme Court, according to his
father.
APPEAL DOCUMENTS
To contact Jeffrey Pyne, send letters or cards to:
Jeffrey Bernard Pyne #863525
Earnest C. Brooks Correctional Facility
2500 S. Sheridan Drive
Muskegon Heights, MI 49444
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